"a 4 


tion, 


"GODs TALL |] 


For Thankfulneſs after gracious 


| DELIVERANCES: 


That our D EL IV ERANCES, 


{1 * 7 1 
* Not anſwered with 4 Zealous Reformige " 

Repentance wil WM! 
1 be followed with . hats © 1 


and ſincere 


© and Deſolation. . 


_by 7 Thomas Gaze 


= rm. . 2 Ferns oy 


os N20. 


| If ye fuſake the Lord- . he will turn and do you | it 
Lat 1 80 we uw he _ done N 3 


* , 
5 4 a * * A 


L 4471 
f Fe FEM 
2 . *; vv 
1 
b | 1 


| an BRITTAIN, 


— 


= 8 herein is ſhewed, > a. 


© if 


— — 6. ag > 2 


A 


al 
4 
2 
þd 


* 


We . . 


Hs 


exit. 
ed. accrpit vertiti ei in pernioiem. Ber 


8 dt * 


GratSarum cefſat Ae ubs bk ron 7 - -h 
Nec modo nil augetur ixgratio, fed & | is 


- 3 - 3 * Px. 1 
pe # a * 47 
- — a> * * T j 


x 3A 
4 r : _ 
* - 2 — 
. — = " MISSES we — a 
: — " N. Te 
4 ; SIR * — 
1 fy 
: — ' 4 4 SOR — * A . 
hd PE. or ron” om - 4" 2 an Erb 


. 


SE 
_— — 


5 5.2 — 
we hn. EEE. 


„ 
7 * ” oY 
2 
* % 2 
* — 
— WS apt” 


We _ XN Bo. NN Reprinted | for the Pub- lM} 


a 
— — 


7 "08 


— 
1 


. 


m—_ — r 


——— 8 — © 
5 —— — gram * 
— a CA — — . —— —— IN * - | 
L 4 — — ————  - — — 4 \ 5 «a -» 
2 — — — " 8 — — CY 7 Ko 
— k - = ace ' , - 
%. , ; . 4 ha o - 
* ** * 
b -- X 


| : ; S > : 2 4 ; : & 
5 ; > | 2 / => | 
| RE es 15 8 * 22 | n 


| Prefling to che great Duty rf 


* Thaktulneſs for Mercies: - ;W 
HE eminent Appearances v8 
cf a Divine Hand deliver- 
ing this ſinful Nation in 
OM its plunges of woſul Di- 
| ſtreſſes, have been ſuch remarkable 
Teſtimonies of Infinite Goodneſs and 
Patience, as are ſcarce to be paralleld 
in any Age of the World, in any 
Nation under Heaven. So numerous are 
the Expreſſions of Mercy to a People 
daring Heaven with their Impieties, Mi 
that whoever ſhall review the Catal- WW 
logue of them, will be amazed to ſee WW 
ene more iuper adde d to the former ſo WW 
abuſed and (lighted, as wickedly they W 
have been by many of us. Vet Preroga- 
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A preface exhorting to 
tive Mercy, which acts beyond ex- 


. pectation .and deſert, 5 conquering 4 
f Difficulties and Diſcouragements, hath 


but hath continued its progreſs towards 
u Had it not avg if this, we had 
reful Effects of 
our Enemies Projects than yet we have 
' beheld. Had it not been for this, we 


- 


certainly ſeen move di 


* 


: had been as deeply involud in Miſery 
a dhe are in Sin, Hence in our great 
extremity, after all his forgotten fa- 


Vours, he hath ſpoken in his Love; as 


in Jerem. 15: 11 will this once cauſe 
them to know, I will cauſe them to 
' know mine hand and. my might, 
and they thall know my Name is 
the Lord. This once will I cauſe 


| them to know my Mercy, to under- 
- fland my unwittngne{s to deſtroy them. 
and hence it is, that England has not 


| been for {aken of the Lord, although it . 
is full of fin agaiaſt the Holy One of 


| Iſrael, Jer. 5 1 5. 3 
ev what hath © enconraged, 
what hath induced the Lord to ex- 
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XX 
Thankfulneſs for Mercies. 
preſs thus much favour to ſuch, as fo 
_ provoke the eyes of his Glory? It 
1s only becaufe He will have Mercy on 
whom he will haue Mercy, Rom. 9. 
Be it known, O People 7 England. 
7s not for your Righteouſneſs that | 
the Lord hath done this, tor ye are a 
ſtiffnecked People, Deut. 9. 6. Our 
works and ways deſerve nothing bu 
utter ruine, and perpetual deſolation. - 
For his Names ſake has he done all 1 as 
this, and that he might make his ³ 
mighty power to be known, Pſal. Ji 
106. 8. his ſuper-tranſcendent Crood- Ii 
neſs hath wrought ont theſe ſweet i 
Deliverances for ug. And for this end. \ 
hath he done it, that We might re- 
member our evil wayes, and our do- | 
ings that were not good, and might i 
loath our ſelves in our own' fight, ⁶ 
tor our iniquities and abominations, Wi 
Ezech.36.31. And not ſhall we bea WM 
Happy People, if Mercies ſhall ſo pre- 
wail upon us, as to effect this bleſſed | 
frame and diſpoſution in us. For this 
end hath the Almighty tryed us with M| 
a a auotben 


2 
r 2. 1 
ä 
A (. 


< 
\ 
＋ 
3 
1 
* 
8 
/ 
7.1 
+3 


. >> 
1 


2 — <> . 
3.4% x 1 * as > — — — 
Ly «tb 2 — * 
© , — 
E — 
3 —. 
2» * 


7 
3 gs _— 2 * 
3 2 ! 
- - . — 9 3 : 82 3. 1 
« hes. _ r ft, Yo Es 4 
= 6 A » . 2 * . __ * 
— 5 E - E. 23 
Ls 4 * — E 
32 LAS A hg 4 — 8 * — 1 


— 2 
— — 
r 


Was, — 


88 


— -- _ — q — — P r * — 7 
— — * 3 q * * 4 * 
. „ 


A preface exhorting to 


* 


| x 
l . 
: 


_ = 0 „ „„ „er 


— 
— — N " 
83 * ä — — ———— ¶ dem oath — $ 
PI TEC TE ET mo — —— - —_— — G - _— | * 
* * — IV n w—_ of 

* 7 N Hi * 

* * 
Fe. 7 


” 72 — 
23 


I bankfulneſs for Mercies. 

6] Come, let us view the ſudden and 

ſeweet Diſpenſations of Gods heaven) 

and holy Providence, and fix our thoug- 

his on his ſurprizing Benefits zl our 4 

hearts are enamour d with the, Au= || 

thour of them, and transtorm'd into 

the likeneſs of that loving God, thut 

gives them, let us trace him in his 
ways of Mercy, Fill we N N 

brought into the ways of Duty: Let 

our Souls be draww up to the Center 

of Heaven, by the Golden Chains f | 
Mercies let down from thence unto us.” | 

Let us continue a leiſurely Meditation \| 

| on our gracious Delrverances,” our \| 

Afections are ſublimated, our heart? 

inflamed, and a Thankful frame pro- 

duced Let us behold our moſt pre- =. 
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A. Preface exhorting to | 
Mod, Courteous Reader, what 
doth the Lord require. ſor all this 
 Kinaneſs, but a truely thankful Heart 
and Life? And what leſs canſt thou 
give to rod then this Thou cunſt pre- 
Fa the Almighty with ub ſuch 2 | 
ing Offering,. as agrateſul Heart For 
. God hath ſufficiently expreſt his eſteem 
1 ſuch Preſents, by appointing the 
Iter of Incenſe, which was for Thank 
Offerings, to be encompaſſed with a 
Crown of pureſt Gold: for though the 
. moſt odoriterous Incenſe is nothing in 
hi account, the thank-ful heart that 
eſents it as a Teſtimonial of unfeig- 
ned Gratitude, is highly eſteemed by 
| him. Neither is there any thing more 
- conſonant to the Dictates of Reaſon, 
then that we expreſs all manner of + 
kindneſs to thoſe that obige us by their 
large Munificence : for The--Donors. of 
great favours, expect anſwerable re- 
_ quitals And however owe may for- 

get dyhat we give, we muſt not for- 
get what due receive: And therefore 
7 may ſa as Bernard, when the Lord 
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| _ 'Thankfulneſs for Mercies-. 
expreſſeth love, he deſignes to be loved 
And rwerily, a grateful reflexion of 
honour to God is our higheſt and low- 
eſt Divinity, the higheſt pitch of attain-, 


—_— 2 


can he nothing beneath it, if am thing 


Favours, are only. : 5 of Þ 
Thanktulneſsby etolling h 


chearful Obedience to his ſacred Com- 
mandments. Now therefore as the 
piercing Rays of | the glorious Sun, 
though paſſing through the transflu- 
ent Air with an impercepible motion. 
yet meeting With a Solid Bach rebound. © | 
with an increaſing luſtre ; ſo ſhould 

ou Hearts and Lives reflect the hon- 


h Benefactor. And unleſs the Bounty 4 
fl Heaven gains ſo fair upon our ob- 
fiinate Hearts, as to cffeft this work, 

_ we ſhallgainlittle by the greateſt Mer= 
cies 
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ment, is but Love; the loweſt retunnñ ĩ⁵ 


at all. The only Arne, or Requitals , ⁵ 
we can render to God for his richeſt, his 
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Ine CLE tf holy Naqe — 4 
with unfeigned Praiſes, and reflecting ³ 
Honour on his - bleſſed Majeſt) by 8 
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our of all our Mercies on our Heave- + ' 


: the ſenſe of which cauſed a holy. [| 
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A Preface exhorting to . 


man to pray. Oh Lord, give mea 


A . 


ed for ſurpaſſing excellency, a Duty 


„ enjoyned with ſuch indiſpenſable Ne- 
[+ cellity, ig ſo much unſeen in all and © 
i awunprattiſed by moſt | How are the + 
Mites of Mens Bounty more regard- 


ed then the Mountains of Gods Mer-' | 


- 


wed Praiſes to our hleſt Redeemer ? 
Ho are private and publick Mercies 


buried in the Grave of Unthankfulneſs? 


* 0 | 
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4 Of the Jen Lepers that our Sa- 
14 viour healed, but one returned to glort- 

Ill fe God, Lute 1. 17, 18. How fee 

of a whole Nation delivered from (the = 
barbarous hands of bloody-minded men, 
* a the complicated Contrivatices of 
Romiſnh Agents, have returned deſer- 


 Thanktulneſs for Mercies. 


— 
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which is the reaſon of that Unprofite.- C 


ableneſs which lays us under the great. 
Vet an Ungrateful temper is extremely 
odrous in the thoughts of all men. It 


receives a black d5om even from ſuch 
as may juſtly be condenined for it. In- 
gratitude if that fin which Lycurgus 

a Heathen-Lawgroer accounted ſo 
prodigious, in humane, and alomin- 


able, that he thought it was ſo impoſſi- 


ble for reaſonable men to be guilty of it, 


that it would be ſuperfluous to enact 


a Law to condemn it: And "tis 

reported of the Egyptains, that thoſe Il 
among them that Wanted Humanity 
to return Rindntſs to Benefactorr,, 


underwent no leſſer Penalty than to 
be diſplaced from having a Poſterity to 


ſurvive them, that the world might not 
be peſter'd with an ungrateful Progeny. Ml 
But iſ the contempt of humane kind. | 
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neſſes gives ſuch offence to mortal men, 


and receives ſuch Puniſhments ; What - 
puniſhment doth it merit, what hatred © 
@oth it deſerve, when.thc guilt is infin- _ 
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. A Preface exhorting to 
titely raiſed, by the conſideration of that 
If infinite. Glory that in affronted by it 
{ The juſt Threats of the Eternal God 
Ui. againſt ſuch Offenders, expreſs its pro- 
doing nature, Deut 8. 19. If ye at all 

forget the Lord, — I teſtifie againſt 
[> - you, ye ſhall ſurely periſh. If ſuch . 
[” werity be to thoſe that at all forget, 

I |. what will be the portion of ſuch as al- 
If together forget the Mercies of God? 


Bin oh | which of us hath not ſuffered 

Divine Favours to ſlip out of our 
minds ? What leſs in our thoughts then 
how much God hath done for us ? 
Mill not Vengeance fall upon us with 
a witneſs, if we proceed in. ſuch: un- 
bY \ grateful courſet? 7 . 


* 


Nod therefore, to uſe the words of 


» 
-* 


9 1 will put you in remembrance 
bow that the Lord having ſaved the 
people out of the Land of Egypiat 
terward deſtroyed them that believ- 
ed not, Jude . Such will be the por- 
Lion of all thyfe we may fear, who will 
ili either love not obey the Lord, after 
| | 3 All the great thing, He | hath _— 
n 5 


_— 


1 Thanktulneſs for Mercies. 
done for us but accounting them © 
| ſmall things, deny thoſe reſpects they 
| ought to ſhew to him that did them. 
Who is wiſe in Counſel, and excellent 
in working But ſhall we be worſe than 
| the Ox or Aſs that know their Maſterr, | 
and ſerve them? ſhall we be more un- 
5 105 wn 718 l 2 to 944 4 
| The People of Iſrael told Gideon, Judg. 
5 f 1 1 This {halt rule over us 105 - 
ing thou haſt delivered us from the 
* hands of the Midianites. Shall we 
, | wot ſay to God, O Lord, fince in thy iſ 
„ rnfinite Mercy thou haſt delivered us 
1 from the hanas of our ene mies, We Till 
noc ſubmit unto thee, and thou hat 
| rule over us? Oh how pleaſing would 
f | this be to God? How happy fone 
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| we be under ſuch acknowledgments of ff 
Gods Deliverance? But to perſiſt IM 
in fin is very unreaſonable : Mic. 6. 3. 
- | Oh my- People, teſtifie againſt me: 
- | What have I done to thee? — ver. 
11 1 brought thee up out of tgjge 1} 
ry | Land of Egypr, and redeemed ther: 
it of the houſe of ſervants ' c. Ob, ⁵ 
FTT my 
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| A Preface exhorting to 
' ny people, ſays (rod, remember what - 
great Deliverances I have wrought, 
| @hat Miracles my arm hath perform- 
ed for you; and will ye ſin after all 
\- them. Oh England! Remember what 
God hath done, what Dee 5 
a leatheniſh condition, what Redemp- 
| 21095 from Romiſh Conſpiracies God 
hat h beſtowed; and then let Conſcience 
ſpeak, whether you do well or no to fin | 
_ againſt ſucha God as this,” This will 
never betolerated long by a Holy God: | 
This will make him him ſay, as Ezek. 
21. 3. Behold 1 am againſt thee, and 
Will draw forth my {word out of its 
- ſheath, and will cut off from thee 
the righteous. and the wicked. The 
- Sword of Juſtice ſbeathed by Divine 
Patience, will be drawn out to a- 
venge the abuſe of Mercies. Will nat 
contempt of Gooaneſs bring the ful- 
ling of that Threat upon ui, Ezek. | 
44. 25+ I will not watch over you 
for good, but for harm? Providence 
hath hitherto been watchful cyer us 
to ſecure us from ruine; but miſerable 
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b or in wickedneſs, ' | 
God will find out his enemy, though Mi 
aa never AM 
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. Thankfiilneſs for Mercies. | 
. ſhall we be, when God ſhall watch op- + 
portunities to ruine and deſtroy us. 
Nom I muſt tell you, whatever our 
apprehenfions of things may be, there 


is nothing will prevent our deſtruction 


"after Deliverance, but a ſerious Re- 
pentance, and hearty Reformation 
K nol On Policy Or Power, Has. + 
not our Courage or Undauntedneſs can 
poſſibly ſecure us; but except we re- 
pent, we ſhall ſurely periſh, Orr 


Profeſſion and Priviledges are muff 


cient to give us ſafety. Jerufalem, 
the holy City, is nom'/ d rninated 
heap : a place of ſtrength, fo that the 
Kings of the Earth and ail the inha- - 
bitants of the world would not-have- 
believed that the enemy and adver- 
ſary ſhould enter its gates, Lam. 4. 
12. and yet it is made a perpetual JM 
deſolation by the fire of God's wrath Wi 
JJ dE 
Neither may the Greateſt in our . if 


Land, if living in fin, think to eſcape 
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A preface exhorting to 


all humane ſecurities, And certain- 


ly, if Goa-ſhall ar laſt for Our fans ſuf-- 
Peaſant ſhall ſuffer alike ; Loyal, as 


nd if in Policy they ſpare a while, 
| The dainty diſh is reſerved for laſt: 
The beſt blond and the beſt wine are 


blood runs out before that pure blood 
Y that flows f rom the heart 1s ara dn 

forth. Let none therefore fiatter 
tpbemſel des in ſin, becauſe exalted to 


- But if in fincerity we turn from 
our ſins, the Lord ſhall-be our Securi- 
| ty, and appoint Salvation for Walls 


dug. ſhall ſill eſcape when we ſhall be 
F mourning jor, and leaving , thoſe 
| fins, that have brought us into dan- 
ger. Ezra.7. 6. Thoſe that have 
eſcaped ſhall eſcape, for they ſhall be 
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never ſo potent, though guarded wit) 


yet in Cruelty they will ſlay at laſt.” 


on 


fer cr enemies to prevail, Prince and | 


 baſe-blood, will be a Drink offering. 


7 


brought fort at laſt; the courſer 


eminent degrees of Honour in a ſin- 
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and Bulwarks. This ſhall be a ſign. | 
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Thankfulneſs for Mercies. 
on 'the Mountains as Doves in the 
Valleys, mourning every one for their 
own Iniquity. Wire there ſuch an uni- 

verſol Maurning for cur particular 
ſuns, we ſhould ſoon fee Providence 
_ ſcattering the threatning Coud that 
hang over our heads, and raiſing a 
foundation for our further hopes of 
eſcape. Oh then that Charity to a W 
ruining ſtate, that Compaſſion to h, 
languiſhing Church of our Lord e- 
ſus Chriſt, thai. our Gratitude to a WM 
gracious Cod for his Mercies, or that 
our dread of a confounding Majeity, Wh 
and haſtening Miſery, may make us 
break ff fin! God calls, as Fer. 14. 
17. I have ſeen thy abominations ; 
Wo unto thee, oh Jeriſalem, wilt - i 
thou not be made clean? when ſhall WW 
it once be? Oh when ſhall we leave MW 
our fins, after ſo many years_of Pati- 
ence-tiring, Juſtice- daring Provoca- 
trons ? When ſhall it once be, after ſo ii 
many leſſer Judgements founding 
_ warnings to us to prevent our rnine? 
Oh when ſhall it be, after all the mi- 
72 ͤ ˙ A 


— 1 


* >. oe? 2 
* n 
— — S f oe 
— — — S Tug” - * = 2 


— I —-— WAY 
i, = 
—_— 4 
5 32 


— — 


— 
* 2 
a r 
2 Oe r - 
gp * — 5 * J I 
nn” ——_ 222 : watts - 
= 


x 
vx» ay ez 


hy 1 * 8 
* ” <q JA 
= EINE 
— 


— 


— err res ͤ— —„—- — 


+ 


APreface exhorting to 


raculous engageing Deliverances 
God hath given : ? Ob let this be the 
| Tie. 5 — 

' Now to this end I have preſented. 
thee with thoſe Confiderations, that 
may be inducements to all, to learn to 

live more hotly, after fuch rich enjoy. 
ments of Mercier; and prevent the © 
' abuſing of them to ſin. For as Her- 
mes after Wine was wont to take a 
gram of Maſtick, t0.frevent its Co- 
aAgulation 7nto arftruttive Tartar; ſo 
Gould t we riſely ſortiſie our ſelver by 
3 Cor:f derations, ſo to prevent 
thoſe fins we are naturally . prone to 
commit aſter the receipt of Mercier. 
And eſpecially, becauſe when Satan by 
His, Inſiruments hath attempted our 
 defirufticn, aud our gracions God bath »* 
prevented 77 rs e by deli. Vering, | 


not lugering 1 the Sates of Hell to pre- 


vad againſt us; our vigilant Adver- 
{ary, feeing | he cannot deſtroy us, will | 
exerciſe al! his wyles to deprive us of _ 
th benefit ot Deliverances gien to 
ut, by enaeatouring to divert vn 


minde | 


4 


4 


* 


Thanktulneſs for Mercies. 
minde from conſidering them, and en- 


ticing us to 4 Wrong Improvement of 
them. Let 1s, alſo believe our future 


condition is like" to be according to our 
TY carriage unaer Crods preſent gracious 


Diſpenſations. And I may ſay of 
Mercy , as the'Heathens of Fortune, 


It flights not its Worthippers, neither 


will it ſtay with its Contemners. $9 
thoſe that are grateful for Mercier 


ll never want them, thoſe that are 
abuſers ſpall nat long enjoy them. Con- 


_ tinuance in ſin will be ſo great diſ= | 
: couragemeni 40 Coda in a of Me ; 114 
ctes, that we ſhall have juſt Cauſe I 
to deſpair of future relief from him. I 
Tis reported of Alphonlus King of 
Spain, that a Noble, bepgered by his- 

wickedneſs, ſeeking relief, was denied 
With this Anſwer, If thou hadſt ſpent Mi 


thy eſtate in my Service, there were 


reaſon 0 provide tor thee 3 Bu t [tice a 
you bave toolithly walted it, thou 
thalt live in thy wants without my 


relief. So althor ah. God will deliver 


thoſe whoſe dangers ariſe frei ſcr- 
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A Preface exhorting to 
Ling of him, yet he may juſily deny 

| deliverance to il oſe that involve 
thbemſelves in mi;cries by ſinning a- 
* gainſi him. : . 5 „ 
No, Reader, if thou wondereſi ſo 
important a Subject as this, 1s undrr- 
taken by ſo weak a hand as mine; 


| the mecancf} preſent. And this is cer- 
tain, Goa doth not chooſe means be- 
| - cauſe effectual, but means are effedt- 
| wal, becauſe God chooſes them. 
Young Samuel war choſen to 

car a Treſſage to old Eli, who 

| did not contenm him for his you- 


fent by him. Aud although 1 
am the meaneſt of Saints, my Teak- 


Ss — r 


endeavours may be proſperous wit) 


_ the bleſſing of an Almighty God. 


\ There is ſuch a pruritus ſcriben- 
di in this diſeaſed Age, that would 


| force me to make ſome plca for c- 


F poſing this ſmall Treatiſe to pub- 


lick view. But Apologies com- 


o 


Ano co, that gratitude raiſes the price of 


th, received the meſſuge the Lord 


. mence ſo low,. that they are rather 
A ET beiieved 


—— 


Thakfulneſs for Mercies. 


blieved 10 be flatteries than truths; 


and (as one ſaith) ſhould the 
higheſt Proteſtations of my hum- 
ble intentions be entered, I know 
men will take the liberty to be- 


lieve or queſtion at pleaſure. There- 


| fore all I ſhall ſ is onely this, 


The ſubject and Treatiſe is peace- 
able, not minghng with the intem- 
perate and preternatural heats of 
the Chriſtan, or rather unchriſtian 
Gladiatours of theſe days. The 
1 7s alſo practical, d ſigned 
to reduce the lives of perſons to bet- 
tex order; and not ſinffed with 


nice ſpeculations,- to gratifie mens 


itehing ears and wild fancies. I 
believe alſo you will ſay tit plain, 


if nit too uncouth. But I ſhall not 


affect the vain Pedantry of pluuſi- 
| nah the 


ble oſtentation; fo 
Simplicity of ſober well meaning 


belliſnments: And I ſhall be 


Dilling to be Juaged by any, Whe- 
ther it be not ſea 


— 


onable; and ſo I 
ſhall Fe 
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1 ſhall depend upon the Lord to ac- 
 - company it with his bleſſing to the 


1 An unfeigned Well wilder 


to the glory of God and in promo- 
|- ting the public welfare; and ſo 
remain, e 8 
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A Preface exborting to 


Souls of thoſe who ball vouchſafe 
to peruſe it; whoſe Prayers I. ſbal! 
Ahe, that J m14y ſpend my days 1 


— 


to the publick good, 


„„ 5 
THOMAS GOUGE. 
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ADVER TISEMENT. 
A CataLocue of ſome Books pro- 
per for well Diſpoſed Perſons, to 
buy at ver) reaſonable Kates, at 
J. Taylors Warz2-houſe in Bartho- 
| * Jomew-Clole; to beſiow on poor 
| rgnorant People, for their Spiritu- 
: al Inſtruffion. A 
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1. A MR Cong Chriſtian Dirci- | 
| ons how to walk with God 
all the Day long. Eq. EY 
2 His pr5Qical Diſcourſe of Rege- 
neration, Or. a Word to Sinners, and 
a Word to Saints, the farmer to a- | 
waken the Conſciences of Secure Sin- 
ners, &c. The latter to the directing 
aud perſwading the Regenerate to ſe bi 
vera) fingular Duties. Fitted to the 
meanel} Qapicity. hh, 
3. His Young Mans Guide through _ 
the Wilderneſs of this World, to the 
He avenly Canaan, ©: ER =. || 
4. Nr. Baxte)?, Call to the Uncon- | ful 
ver ted, to turn and Live, with Forms ii 
of Prayers for Morning and Evening. 
Written at the Requeſt of the late 
Revei end and Lea 
"Uſher. | 1 


rned Arch Biſhop 


. n 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


5.— Fewily Religion or a Guide to 
Parentt and Maſters, in the Inſtrvcti- 


on of thelr Children and Servante. 5 


6. The Great Concern a S:rious . 


Warning to a timely 29d, zorough 
Preparation for Death, 


5 directions! in order thereunto« bo 


"Se: Paul $ Advice t to the Rich, 


r. Bpilt. to Tim. 6 hal ver. =, 1 
18, 19. Charge them that are Rich 
in this World, that they be not high! 


minded, for truſt j in uncertain Rich: 
es, but in the Living God, who giv- 
eth ns richly all things to Enjoy. 


=> That they do good, that they 
be Rich in good Works, 1eady to diftti- 
bute, willing to Communicate, laying 


up in Store a good Foundation, a- 
| bt the time to come that they 
may lay bold on Eternal Life, ver. 9. 


But they that will be Rich fall into 


Iemptation and a Snare, and into 


many fooliſh hurtful Luſts, Which ; 


. drown Men in Deſtruction and Per- 
97 7 v. 10, For the love of Money. | 
is the root of all. Evil: Which While 
ſome coveted after, they have erred 
- from the Faith, and pierced them- 
s through with many Sorrows: 


helps 
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Contemning Deliverances. 
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— 


Ezra „ = 

— Seeing that thou our God Laft puniſhed Hs { 

leſs than our iniquitie; deſerve and haſt given 
us ſuch a deliverance? as this: | | 

Show! d w? again break thy Commandments ? 

Wouldſt not thou be angry with us till” 
theu hadſt conſumed us, Jo that Oe JOY be 


no remnant nor eſcaping ? 


— 


Ince one effectual means to promote _ 
the deſerved honour and tranſcend-. 
ing glory of the Sovereign Gover- Ui 
noar of Humane Affairs, is by a | 
ſuitable Improvement. of his vari- 

ous Providences to us; an induſtrious: inqui- 

ry into the bleſſed deſigns of his providenti- 
al diſpenſations, in order therero, will be 
accounted no unneceſſary work to ſuch as 1 1 hk | 
intend that Religious i improvement of them. 
Ot theſe E occur rences, which 
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may not be prete i mitted without ſome ſeri- 


ous Meditations on them, ſome are of that 


ſort which we call common, from the fre- 
quent enjoyment of them, (of which kind 
1s Gur daily Preſervation, Proviſion, Gu- 


bernation) although they are ſpecial, conſi- 
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diſplays of theſe Glorious Attributes for 


dering our unſpeakable miſery without 


them; and theſe (I ſay) cannot be ſlighted 
afd diſ regarded, without an unworthy di- 


+* 


paragement of inſinite mercy,and contempt 


of Soveraign Majeſty. 


But befides theſe ordinary works of Pro- 


vidence, there are oftentimes extraordinary | 

_ works preſented to our view, attended with - | 
ſpecial diſplays, and bearing ſome eminent 

impreſſions of Mercy or Juſtice ; whichvare 
not to be over - look d in a curſory- way, ot 
diſpatcht wich a ſingle glance, but require 
a deliberate Meditation, a fixed inſpection, 


and a ſingular improvement. Such unu- 


ſual diſpenſations from the Almighties hand, 
have frequently keen known, both in way, 


of Mercy and Juftice- in our ſinſul Nations 
which hath been a Theatre for the mixed 


many years; and eſpecially of late, our 
loug ſuffering God hath ſtampt moſt illu- 


ſtriou impreiſions of mercy 6n many of his 
eminent Proyidences to us; of which our 
MiracalousDeliverance in part vouchſafed to 
8 = 8 33 
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\ 
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us is an apparent teſtimony and requires the” 
moſt faithful improvement, that finite cre· 
tures can make of the doings of an infinite 
The Deliverance I mean was chat, when 
the ſupream Overſeer of created beings in 
all their operations, caſt an unmerited eye 
of pity on our ſinful Nation, languifhing 
with undiſcerned diſtempers: when the 
boundleſs gooJnefs of the Eternal God, - 
made a timely ſtop to our haſtning ruine: 
when the hcavenly witneſs that is conſci- 
ous to the {cer actions of untnindfu} Mor- 
tals, detected the vaulted contrivances of | 
the*underminivg Moles of our Common- 
wealth; when the Almighty God, who 
places bounds to the roaring waves, ane 
ſays to the raging Sea, Hitherto and no 
Farther, took off the Chariot wheels of our 
furious Enemies: when he unto hom be- 
longs the iſſues from death, as by a glorious 
Reſurrection, reſcued us from the jaws of 
deſtruction, who bore the Image of death 
upon us: when the ſaichful God diſcovered 
the unfaithful dealings of perfidians Plot - 
ters; and by a glorious ray of infinite 
goodneſs ſhining on our clouded Land, hath - _ 
made us a Land of Gehen, Wo were near 
to be made -a miſerable Gg. This is 
the Deliverance never to be forgotten, the 
e S822; > 
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> +«derful work with ſuch impreſſions of mer- 
cp which is to be beheld with moſt fixed 
in, ention. 47 5 5 TAK 
Now can we caſt our eye on this magni» 
ficent maſter-piece of mercy, but our eye 
muſt needs affect our hearts, and ingenerate 
ſuch motions as were in the heart of thank - 
+ ful David, P/al. 11 6. 12. What fra I tender 
to the Lord for all is mercy 2 e 
Can we paſs by this Heavenhy favour? 
with-out a pious inquiry into the gracious 
deũgns of our bleſſed God in beftowing o 
ite Hath this unexpected deliverance con 
tinued the -choiceſt ot bleſſings to us, and 
hall we dif appoint the expectatiom of God, 
. _ Whois looking for fignal requitals of it 2 
© "Surely fuch a glorious work as this, where- 
m hath appeared the immediate hand of 
Al mighty God, the moſt_ wonderful good- 
neſs of his ſweeteſt nature the higheſt te- 
ſtimonies of bis enduring patience, can ne- 
ver be over-looked by us; unleſs we deſign 
do affront his mercy, diſdain his kindnels, 
-* — and dare Ins juſtice. _ e 
But on miſcrable Nation! oh ungratetul 
people! Where are the rokens of thankſul 
reſpects for un merited tavours ? What no- 
tice is there taken that ſuch a Work hath 
been done among us 2 Who lays to heart 
the operations of his hands ? Where are 2 
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lips that praiſe him, the lives that ho- Jl 


nour him for it? The Idolatrous Philiſiines 


_ could afſemble and ſacrifice to their Dagon, 


for delivering Samp/on their Enemy into 


their hands, J7udg. 16, 23, 24. But when J\i 
have we aſſembled to offer the ſacrifice of Jifi 


praiſe to our God, for delivering us fcom 
the hands of our Enemies? Oh regardleſs 
people ! if talking of Deliverance be recom. _ 
penſe enough, we have paid it; if curſing 
our foes be ſufficient reward, we have given 
it: but if repentance of diſobedience be the 


only return, we have yet omitted it: if re- 
formation can only be regarded as a ſuiĩta- 11 


* 


ble requital, we are without it. What have 
we ſeen but unchanged converſations in cur— - }# 


changed condition? What have we given 
to the Lord, but a doubled meaſure of Im-- 


pieties, for his doubled mercies 2 What have 
we done, but endeayoured to revenge our I 
ſelves on the mercy of God that hath ſpa- 
ed we: JJ Cs 
Oh! undeſerving Generation that we are 
how do we enjoy mercies, and never im- 
prove them? How do we comfortably reap - I} 


the profir of Deliverance, and unfaithful- 
ly rob the Lord of the glory of it > How 


do we bleſs our ſelves in eſcapes, and forget 3 


the Almighty that gives them to us? We 


_ are ſollicitous wanters, but careleſs :nioy- 


ers. How are we joyſul when. getting out 


e . 
of danger; but how little careful then are 
we to le getting out ef ſin? Methinks the 
- Moon that is often changing and ſtill 
Keeps its old ſpots, is. a plain En blem of 
our wicked Nation: when all things are 
* ruining, ſin remains unruined; when en- 
joymg eſcapes from ruine, Ri] fin remains 
To be again a Cauſe of rutice. Oh what un- 
changeable Erhiepians are we in our fins 5 
Ho Jike ze weto hardned Mariners, who 

_ eſcaping the fatal dangers of a threatning - 
ſtorm, remain ſ cure till annt) er IJempeſt 
hang over their heads 3 Wha: ſucceſßon of 
mercies do we promiſe our ſelve, in the vi- 
left continuance: in de ſtrdy ing iniquities. 

But is there no hopes that che conſidefa- 
tion of delivering Mercie may overpower 
us from ecing on in our wicked ccurſes ? 

Were they preſt upon our Conſeiences, 

would they not prevail to effect ſome retor- 
mation? It may be a word that will fait to 
the works of the Bord amongſt us, may 
make ſomes impreſton, eff ct ſome convicti- 
on, and produce ſom: amendment, Behold 
then a Word enough to melt our hearts 
With the reading of it; to diſſolve us into 
tears by meditatipg on; to make us reform 
by appplying of it. Seeing thou haſt gi- 
den us ſuch a d:liuzrance as this, Jhould we a= 
gain break thy canimandm nt? — Mouldſt 
thou not be angry with-us till tieu hadſt conſum- 
1 KG 7 "+ e .. hy 
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In theſe words are contain d, „ 
. A thank ul acknowledgment of the un 
d eſerved mercy their gracious God had π- 
erciſed towards them; conſiſting in theſe two. 
thing. 5 . 
3 puniſhed them leſs than their 
fins deſerved. They admire the Clemeney 
of Almighry God, that when their iniquities - 
were wand: folly great, their puniſaments 
ſhould be mitigated with .fo mach mercy. 
The Hebrew Verb 12NMhereuſed, fignifics 1.) Ii 

to with-hold ones ſelf. And fo the ſence is . JN 
e'cgant, Thou haſt with-held thy felt from Jy 
daing what our iniquities deſerved from thee. 
Thou wouldſt not ſuffer thy direful anger to 
break out againſt us io the utmoſt, but didſt 
refrain thyſelf from making an irreparable _ 
ruine amongſt us. Hadſt thou proportioned . 8 
thy deiroying judgment, to our daring || 
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provocations, and thy wrarhfsl dealings to 's 
our vaſt celerts, we had not been a people 
at this very day: but try mercy detain'd JW 


the hands of thy Juſtice; and thou didit not $i 
ſo much deſign to conlume vs. but only ro If 

correct us. The. like acknowledgment have ³ 
we cauſe to make, having had experiences of Ii 
the ſame clementy : for whenour provoked IM 
God hath come out againtt us with waſting 

Wars, de ſtroy ing Plagues, devour ng Flames JW 
yet he reltrained his wrath, and ſuſpend: che WM} 
greateſt parc of the judgments wedelerveumam JW 
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FIRES 8 
him; and although A he began, into 
Was cauſe enough to make a full end of us all, 
yet in the midſt ot Juſtice he remembred 
mercy, and graciouſly defiſted from ruining 

ok us 2. The word ſignifies to reſtrain, any 

ttmings elſe. So the ſence i Thou haſt refirain- 

* ed, kept down our lins from riſing up in ju- 

E dg ment againſt us; for had they appeared 

| - againſt us, we had utterly been ruin'd. : 

2. This Mercy was expreſt to them. by- 

the working out for them ſo geat a deliver- 

ance, Since thou haft given us ſuch a deli veran c, 

| " Implying how.mercitul, how ſeafonable, how 

- _ - undeſerved a deliverance that was they re- 

ceived; and ſuch is ours, that the Almighty | 

| God, hath vouchſafed to us. 

2. You have here the deep ſenſe of duty 
that was upon his heart; which duty was + 
to break off fin, which only can be a N re- 
turn to God for his goodneſs. 

3. Tou have his ſeaſs of danger, if fin was” 

perſiſtedi n after ſuch a deliverance ; Mou 4 

| the not conſume is 2 Kc, 

44. Lou have the aggravation of that'de- 

neden under ſuch 7 cena ſinning, 7. ll there 

ers no remnant nor eſcapin E 

The general Heads] Waking upon, Fre 

are immediately contained in, or may ſer ve 

F = exp ain this Text, are thele. . 

1. "Tm the great deſign of of Godi in beſtow- | 
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ing merciful deiiverances on a people, & to- 
reclaim thenrtrom fin 28 
2. That ſuch is that wickedneſs that id in 
the moſt of men, that they are prone to Wax 
wor ſe after deliverances...  ' f 
3. That ſioning after Deliverance, is the | 
moſt hataous finning. e 

4. That ſinning after Deliverance, hach 

a a peculiar influencs to haſten deſtruct ion. 

J. That beſtruction tor fins after Deli ver- 
ance, will be the moſt dreadtul deſtcu tion. 
Now. I ſhall endeavour, God Aſſiſting to 
ſpeak ſomething to each of theſe in order. 


© PROPOSITION I. 


The deſign of God in delivering a people 
from eminent dangers of ruine, is to oblige 
them to forſake all ſinful and wicked pra- 

_ Etites. The intent of delivering mercies, is 
to cauſe us to repent of our deftroying in- 
1quities, The main end of God: exerciſing Jl 
goodneſs towards us, is onely to effe t ſume 
goodneſs in us, The deſign of ſpecial mercies, Fit 
is to make us a ſpecial people.” The Almig- 
ty Goddelights not to reduce a people from $i 
finful courſes, by laying them under fuch Y}W 
beavy judgments as may render them incap- 
able of committing thoſe fins, which other 
wiſe their wills incline them to; but the way 
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blhis pleaſure is to confer ſuch mercies upon 
them, as may ſweetly conquer their ſtubborn 
hearts, and gain their averſe minds to himſelf 
Hence when the fin and folly of an obſtinate 
people hath reduc'd them to inextricable 
Itraits, the eternal God doth not ſuffer his de- 
- flroying wrath to break forth againſt them, 
-% ſaying, I fee them helpleſs and paſt recovery, 
now therefore will I eaſe me of wy ad verſar- 
des, andavenge me of my enemies but compaſli- 
on being kindled in {is mercifulbreaſt, Now, 
ſays the Lord 1 will lend a helping hand, and 
dive them that experience, andthoſe evidences -_ 
of my go0dnefs, that Hall forever oblige them 
to me, and win them from proceeding in 
Ways of rebellion. againſt em. Thus all our 
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deliverances lay us under per- petual obligat: 
ons to devote our ſelves to the bleſſed work | 
and ſervice of our delivering Gd. - 
IF. Our mercies are not beautiful Tombes in 
our way, where with we may delight our eyes; 
©. but Chariots to carry us on with more plea- 
> fureand cheertulneſs in the ways of our grac- 

I jous God. Phe end of deliverances is plain 
Ip Teen, Los 1. 74, 75. Fhat we being deli. 
vered from the hands of cur enemies, may ſerve 
bim without fear, in Righteouſneſs and Hoiinsſs - 

E all the days of cur lives. We are nat deliver- _ 
ed from enemies, to continue enemies to G; 
but an eſcape is given us from the hands ok 
_ . enemies, 
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enemies, that we may reſign vp of our ſelves 
into the hands of our God. When God pre. 
vents Our becoming miſerable preys to un- 
merciful foes, tis to oblige us ever to praiſe 
him with thankful Hearts and, obedient lives, 
Pal. 105. 37. He brought forth that people with 
Liver and gold; ſpread a cleud for a covering, ane 
| fire to give light in the night, v. 39. He brought + % 
quails, and ſatifyed them with bread from heu- 
ven; he brought forth his people with joy, and bi? 
Choſen with gladneſs, v. 43. And what was 
the the deſign of all this favour ?. v. 45. That + 
they might obſerve his Statutes and keep his Laws. . 
Although our mercies are Gods gifts, yet they 
greatly raiſe our debts, the favours we receive: - 1} 
trom our gracious. God, are not as payments $ | 
given to ſervants to diſcharge from work but. 
like the encouragements tender Parents give 
to Children, to increaſe their durifal fervice -}W 
and obedience. 'Tis promiſed, He. 3. i. If 
They ſhall. fear the Lord and his goodneſs; Or, Þ 
they ſhall ferve aad obey-him for his good i 
neſſes, in returning and reftoring of them 
that wonderful kindneſs was for this end, to . 4if 
ingenerate obedient love, and induce to con- 
Rant loyalty to fo bleſt a Redeemer. 
Noa had not tneſe bleſſed intentions aud . 
gracious defigns been in the heart of our Gd. 
he had never exerciſed his Almighty powWer 
for our help and relief, as of late he hath ³ 
done; but he deſigning to reclaim us 1 oo | 
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bach reſtrained his wrath, and reveal 
danger; thit ſo by giving us the advantage 
of uch a mercy, we might render to him the 
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glory of it, nd what can be more reaſona- 
ble, than to give God the glory of that, 


cerns us greatly ro anſwer Gods deſign in 


theſe; unleſs we intend by our incorrigi- 
bleneſs to bring irreparable ruinzs upon our 
ſelves, it highly concerns us by chis goodneſs 
okt God, to be led to that Repentance and 
Reformation intended by it. For to What 
FF end Rath this grace of God appear d, but to teach 
„u, to deny all ungodlineſs and worldiy luſts, and 
that we might live ſoberly, righteoufly; and god'y 
in this preſent worli d „.. 

I ſhallnow propoſe ſome few Reaſons, why 
the gloricus God conde 
Man with thus much goodneſe, rather than 

reduce him by forcible coactions, and de- 


ſtroy ing judgments ; why he doth not eaſe 
him of his Enemies by his Almighty power, 


but endeavour to make them friends by oblig. 


ing favours. 
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whereof we have the profit? What more 
unjuſt, than to croſs ſuch gracious defigns as 
thele ? And therefore unleis we deſign to de- 
bar our ſelves from future merices, it con · 


ſcends to ſtrive with \ 
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Becauſe this way and method is moſt ſuĩt- 
able to his gracious nature. Rough. ſpirited, - 
men in reducing offenders, will uſe nothing 

but harſh ſeverity ; but ſuch whoſe nature is 
tempered with amiable meekneſs, abhor fuch - 
wrathful means; and will make experiment 
What clemcncy and kindneſs will do, before 
they proceed to powerfull compulſions. Thus 
the great God having declared himſelf to be 
moſt gracious, will experience how far he 
can prevail by the exerciſe of goodneſs, be- 
| fore he proceeds to the diſplays oſhis juſtice - 
and greatneſs. So good is our God, that he 
is ready to make proof of the efficacy of a 
thouſand” ſmiles. of mercy, rather than of a- 
ſingle ſttoak of Jultice; The titles of hononr. - 
which diſcover his nature, do moſtly ſer our 
\l hisaboanding goodneſs, Exod. 34. 5, 6. The 
Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long 
ſuffering, and -abundant in truth and goodneſf, I 
The waole world is embroidered with infin= . | 
ite impreſſions of goodneſs. Among his bleffed #3 
Attr ibutes, his grace is uppermoſt; ang 
though he be equally juſt. as good, yet nge 
exerciſes his. goodneſs more than his juſtice. 
This is the faireſt flower in the garland of Ma- 
I jefty ; the brighteſt ray that iſſues from that 
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un . light; the height of bis im- 
menſurable and Imperial glory. Now if we con- 
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ſider his readineſs to mercy and his flowneſsto 
anger? his frequency in diſplays of good- 
| nels, and the rarity of amazing judgments ; 
his reſolvedneſs in ways of grace, and reſer- 


{1 5 liſh his deſigns by clemency. 8 
RE ASO N 2: 
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e Beeauſe this mercifal method is-moſt ag- 


is the good will and mercy of God. Man 
bdeing ofa generous ſpritit, is more eafily drawn 


but never produce any loving obedience. 
Dipping in the ſweeteſt oyl of mercy, is moſt 
effcaal to ſoften the hardned hearts of men. 


ner, that nothing would reclam , but God 
1 . tavours upon him, at ſaſt he cries 


out 
| 1 9 . \ . x 
| me with thy unwearied goodneſs, Were a 


ſtant friend Sullen, peremptory, and imperious 


; - obdurate Enemies. The kindneſs of conſc 


cus David in ſparing Sau his mortal Enemy, 


melted 


* 


| 


vedneſs in ways of juſtice ; we may eafily ſee 
tis moſtagreeable to his nature, to accomp- 


reeable to the nature of man. The mot 
| xowerful Engine to attract the will of man, 


than driven, perſwaded then forced Mur- 
dering ſeverity may force a laviſh fear, 


=- Pariſienſis relates a Hiſtory of a ſtubborn fin- 


kindeft God, than haſt conquered 

man to relieve an inveterate enemy in a periſh- 

ning condition, it could not but effect a change, 
and make him become an intimate and con- 


1 9 commands, have little influnence to u | 


the inclination of his heart ſtill remains to 


ous dogs reſtrain d by heavy chanins; one 
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melted hi: ſtony heart, and made him promiſe, 
eternal ſhip, 1 Sam. 26. 21, J have ſinned 


— 


ſays Saul, 1 will do thee no more harm, ſceing my 


life was precious in thy ſig bt. And weill not he 
moſt refractory ſinner be ready to come to 


terms of peacg, at the receiving ſuch kindneſs 
from the hand of God? will he not ſay, Ah 


Lord, | have been an ungodly Enemy, and 
impudent Rebel againſt thee ; thou hadſt me 
in thy hand, and mighteſt have ſuffer d my 


bloody Enemies to have cur me off; thou 


mighteſt ha ve diſpatcht me to eternal J or- 


ments: but ſince thou haſt been ſo gracious 
to ſpare and deliver me thy Enemy, hence- 
forth I ſhall ever be thy friend, and never 


otter to rebel any more. 


XE 48 ON 3. 
God proceeds in theſe gracious methods, 
becauſe of the ex per enc d inefied uilneſs of 
deſtroying judgments to et ect a fincereRepen» 
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rance, and produce an unfeigned obedience, . 


Mercy hath ever prevailed more with ſinner. 
than wrath. Scverity in exerciſing judgments 
may curb a head-ftrong ſinner from outward 
enormiries ; but the bent of his will, and 


commit it. Theie uſually. have no farther 
influence, than to render men like roaring 
Lyons confin d by Iron grates ; like raven- 
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ly making an * DSi from acting, nor 
an amendment as to the will to act. A lock 
may ſtop a Thief yet it alters not his mind“? 
This ineffectualneſs of judgments, hath 
_ often been cvidenc'd in the d=viliſh behavi- 
our that hath appeared in many under them, 
How many in blaſphembus enraged paſſions, 
have belch d out mòſt cyecrable Oaths aud re. 
proa bful ſf ecche; aganift Heaven, and the 
| inflruments f Divine vengeance, wiſhing the 
! Cdeftruction of the God thatdeitroyed them ? 
4 As the Cilicians made War againſt Mount 
Eina, ſpitting out ſulphureous flames upon 
| them: with ſach madneſs do rebellious wret- 
ches contend with the Almighty, conſuming 
them by the fire of deferved vengeance. + 
Ho cften do men bid defiance to God 
 * heaping up plagues upon them |! and ſtopt in 
their finfal courſes as Balaam by the Angel 
ſtill will ſpur on in deſpite of God himſelt. 
1 Zepb. 3. 5. Every. morning be brings his jud. 
W. _ ments to light, but the wicked know no ſhame 
Sins were continued under continual judg- 
1 ments; ſo Jer. 3. 5. They were ſmitten, and 
did not grieve,” And if at any time judgments 
have affected a ſinful people, by reaſon of the 
enxtremity of them: yet all thoſe appear- 
ances of Devotion under them, have been 
moſtly deiuſions; being only the workings 
of nature, expreiling a tenſe ot ſiffering, not 
tha effects of grace, declaring a forrow for 
finnivg : hence hardned Pha, acb under the JN 
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diftreſs of miraculous judgments, is leeminglY 
moved with Repentance. Thus thoufand® 
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are beautiful inpangs, but tis only the 


operations of judgments on the body, not 
their impreſſion on heart. But this inefft ct- 
ualneſa of deſtroying judgments, is declared 
abundantly by the following carriage of the 
ſufferers by them. For how many ha ve we 
known, after the wearing off the ſmari ing 
ſenſe of vengeance, have proved the grandees 
and Imperialiſts in provoking wickedneſſes _ 
and the ſtorm of judgments being a little 
cover, have rid on with a full carreer, and 
. unbridled chaſe, in their unlicenſed courſes 
Since then this way eſſects ſo little, God 
will rather make uſe of mercies : firice hor- - 
rid deſolations will make no more impre- MF 
fon, God will make experiment what 


deliverance will do. So then, to conclude 


this head, God uſes theſe means, becauſe as f | 
mercy only brings down God to man fo, 


mercy only brings back man to Gd. 


PROPOSITION 2. 


Such is the wickedneſs of our corrupted 
hearts, that we are prone to proceed in fin. 
notwichſtanding the Long is uſing theſe means 
with us to reclaim us. 


SI C5 yet 
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e are apt to make uſe 
of our deliverances to further our fins rather 

than improve them to the forſaking of them 
For as the red Sca drinks in the River Fordan 


q my £0 Ng 
Zim. . Tl 
yet is never the. ſweeter; and the vaſt Ocean 
all other Rivers, yet is aot the freſher: ſo we 
1} receive rhe moſt excell nt mercies, and yet 
are but litcle the better So entire i; our cur- 
| led atedtion to our eſpouſed Lufts, that 
= whoever be df{-engaged, and whoever be 
lf. Gdifpleaſtd we are too much reſolv'd to continues. 
in them Hence the mercies God gives for en 
couraegments to ſerve him we turn to be 
IF Inſtruments of ſinningagainſt him When God 
* dcoty moſt for us in ways of mercy, we are 
i. prone to do moſt againſt him in ways of 
iin is reported of the Leopard, that cis 
moſt ſavage to thoſe that do moſt for it. 
Too true it i3 of us; we are Wretchedly 
moſt unkind, to thofe that ſnew moſt kindneis 
to ue. outward felcitie makes u abound 
in iniquity. After the receipt of ſpecial 
favours, we often looſen the reins to Impiety 
and run more extravagantly after our own 
inventions. How many become more nimble 
in the feats of iniquity, by being anointed 
with oyl of mercy ? Men nutſe the hateful 
brats of their deviliſh luſts at the breaſt of 
Divine bounty. Our -envenom'd natures | 
extract food for the nourifhment of abomin- | 
able fins, from the ſingular favours of a 


| gracious God E 

As when the ſ:afon grows warm; by fru- 

lt ctitying rays of the Sun, the weeds ſpring. 
up ſo by the increaſe of merceies, their is 

olten the abounding of iniquity, Hy 10. 1. 
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the more Idolatry. lis obferved of the 


the body is: the more Te nporal mercies the. | 
| Tels heavenly ſpirits. and holy obedience | 
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Il ael is an emty vine: or, a wild vine: 4c: if | 


cording to the muitttudes of bis fruits, he bath 
mcreaſed thealtars, i. e. The more proſperity, _, | 


* 
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Spleen, the greater it grows. the leſ.— 


Hof. 4.7. As they increaſed, they ſinned d inſt 7 
me a; Imultiphed to them; or, as increaſed 

- * : ” pa 4 
de'iverances, honour, riches ; © rhepy finrd + 


againſtme, As jidgments will not bridle us, 
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ſo mercies will not break us off our ſinning. tl 


Ia. 26. 10. Lee favcur be ſhown to the wicked, 
yet will he not learn righieonſneſt. In the for- 
mer. verſes the Prorhet ſhewe, that the 
people of God would ſerve him even under 
afflictions; but as for the wicked, neither 


mercics nor afflictions work upon them, 


Mercies are meſſengers to inſtruct us our 


duty; but although for many years we have 
been calhd upon by them yet how little 
have we 
our God by them ? Noah miraculouſly de- 


learnt to love, ſerve, and obey . If 


livered, is abominab'y drawn into fin He 


that had the higheſt proofs of the mercy. 
and juſtice of God, mercy to himſelf, juſtice ro ⁵ 


the world, lyes drunk in his Tent; preſerved | 
from waters, overcome by wine: behold. 
you may lee him guilty of the fin for which i 


he ſaw the world condemned; you may 


ſee him to be rebuked tor the fin be lo often || 
had reproved : and he that was fo holy 
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Cod delivered 
not to the Lord according to the benefit done 
unto him; for his heart waslifted up not with 
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befcre, now becomes a pattern of uncleans 


* 


nels, and example for future wickedneſs ; 


thus prone are the beſt to fin after deliveran- 
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ce . in on. 32 24.23. 
| 


m fromdeath, but he rendred 


thankfulneſs, but havghtineſs ; not in praiſes, 


but with pride Deue.32.15. Feſpurun waxed fat © 
and kicked, then he for ſook the God that made 
bim, andli htly eſteemed the Roch of his ſalvation 
} Deliverance had made way for his promotion 
_ 3 andhe being prcmored. God was rejected. 


Rightous Lot by diſlingtiſhing favour eſcap- 
ing the flames of Sodom, fell into the fire of 


fen: The aſhes of Sodom, the pillar of falt, 
made bim not wiſe enough to ſhun the 


drunken bed of Inceſt. Who could have thou- 


ght Lor ſhould fall into ſuch Impieties, upon 
the receit of ſuch mercies but thus prone 
are we to abufe goodneſs, and ready to ſlight” 
the greateſt kindneſs: how often do we turn 


our Phyfick to poiſon? 


* 


How often do we make our Mercies Inlets 
to fin? Tisfaid concerning Eve, that God 
deſign d her an helper to Adam, and made 
her of his rib; but the devil took his rib, 
and made it a fatal dart So God gives 
MNercies with good intentions, but Satan ſid- 
ing wich our corrupt inclinations, makes uſe 

of them to our great diſadvantage, 

I ſhall now conſider how it comes to paſs. 

that Pcliverances hee more Influence | 
pw —  . 
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upon us, and how we become fo prone to ſin 
after them. BE | 


( 1.) Ilcarifes fromthe mighty Power that 


accuſtomed tins have upon the heart. When, 


higheſt Reaſons are obliging to leave fin the; 


8 


force ot Cuſtom prevents their operation 


When men are ſoaked in Scafuality, flethr 
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in Villa iy, thocoughpaces ia NRebelliou— 


courſes, what is able to change them? Here- 
by ti.e heart i fo direfaliy hardnd, che. Devils 


Kingdom 1o invincibly fortified, and ſin it 
{cif ſo much endearcd, that there is unſpeak- 


able difficulty in conquering of ic. Ez-% 16-4» 
When delivered from Ezypt tis laid, their 


Navil was not cut. The Navil is that where 
by the Chiid is ſupplyed with nouriſhment 


in the Mothers WOmb. So this expreſſion 


— 


means, Hael was ſtill drawingin ER. 


tian Manners, and Superititions ; being ac- 
uſto med to them, they ſtill hankered. after 
them, not withſtanding their great deliver> 
ance. J Eo a OS > 
And Although for a while a deliverance 


wy 


may ſeem to make ſome impreſſion, yet as 


the water heated, g*ows cold again: ſo afle- 


_ tions to God wear olf, and men are hanker- 


ing after their former Luſts. So Exel. 23. 8. 


Neither left ſhe ber whored:ms bioug t from 


Egypt Accuſtomed firs ure hard] y defer 80 


ſins often rene wel, are hardy vc formed; : 
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u den mercies, tough never fo great, Wall 
hardly wear out continue d fins. 7 


5 y 0 
+. 8 
. 


fy 


# 
vw 


\ 
—— — 
4 9 
* 
> > 


2 5 — * * 
K — p er a — iV —  _— 


a — — 


* 


Pr JT — 
. 4 — 


. Ma Oi 
2 3 — * — — * — — — —— 2 


I 1232 TT nr wr 3 .c 
— — Ce nm ann 


—— 


befcre, now becomes a pattern of unclean? 

nels, and example for future wickedneſs ; 

thus prone are the beſt to fin after deliveran- 

ce. Thus * Hez*kiah,2 Ch on. 32 24. 23. 
l 
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Cod delivered him fromdeath, but he rendred 


nuot to the Lord according to the benefit done 


unto him; for his heart waslifted up not with 


' _ thankfulneſs, but havghtineſs ; not in praiſes, 

but with pride Deut. 32. 15. Feſhurun waxed fat © 
and kicked, then he for ſook the God that made 

him, andli hily eſteemed the Rock of his ſalvation 


Deliverance had made way for his promotion 


z and he r God was re 
| Rightous Lo? by diſtingdiſhing favour eſcap- 


ing the flames of Sodom, fell into the fire of 
fin: The aſhes of Sodom, the pillar of ſalt, 
made him not wiſe enough to ſhun the 


runken bed of Inceſt. Who could have thou- | 


ght Lor ſhould fall into ſuch Impieties, upon 
the receit of ſuch mercies but thus prone 
are we to abufe goodneſs, and ready to ſlight” 
the greateſt kindneſs: how often do we turn 
our Phyhck to poiſon? 
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Hou often de we make our Mercies Inlets 


* 


to ſinꝰ Tisfaid concerning Eve, that God 
deſign'd her an helper to Adam, and made 


her of his rib; but the devil took his rib, 


and made it a fatal dart So God gives 


| Mercies with good intentions, but Satan ſid- 
ing with our corrupt inclinations, makes uſe 
of them to our great diſadvantage, 


I ſhall now conſider how it comes to pafs 


that Deliverances Yn m0te Influence 
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upon us, 2nd haw we become fo prone to ſin 
after them. 33G 
Ci.) It ariſes from the mighty Po ver that 
accuſtomed iinz have upon the heart. When, 
higheft Reaſons are obliging to leave fin the. 
force ot Cuſtom prevents their operatſen th 
When men are ſoaked in seafuality, fleht [ 
in Villa iy, thoroughpaced in Rebeliiou:e IH 
courſes, what is able to change them? Here= © I 
by ti e heart i ſo direfally hardn d, he. Devils | 
Kingdom ſo invincibi fortified, and fin it 
| ſelf fo much endearcd, that there is unſpeax- 
able difficulty in conquering of ic. Ex K 16. 4. 
When delivered from Ezypr tis laid, heir 
Navil was not cut. The Navil is that where 
by the Child is ſupplyed with nouriſhment ] 
in the Mothers Womb. So this expreſſion 
means, ae! was ſtill drawingin Eg. 
tian Manners. and Superititions ; being ac- 
uſtomed to them, they ſtill hankered after 
them, not withſtanding their great deliver» 
ance, 3jͤãð IS ne 5 | 
And Although for a while a deliverance  ; 
may ſeem to make ſome impreſſion, yet as {| 
the water heated, grows cold again: ſo afle. 
| 
| 


* 


ctions to God wear olf, and nen arc hanker- 
ing after their former Luſts. 50 Ezek. 23. 8. 
Neither left ſhe her whored:ms b: ou; *t from 
Egypt Accuſtomed firs are hardly defer. ede 
fins often rene wen, are hardly vc formed; 
ſu den mercies, though never fo great, wall 
hardly wear out continue d ſins | 
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Infeciour. Inftrumen's, with out a due ac- 


knowledgment of the hand of God. Hence 
we are prone to conceive our ſelves more 


abliged to Men then to God himſelf Ho- 


wickedly do many aſcribe more to Humane | 
Poli cy. and Heatheviſh Fortune, than to 
infinite power. and Hcavenly favour ? Hef. 
11.3. they knew not that Nhealed them. He is 
ignorant who neither cblerves 
ft ' themercifv] hand of God, © © =o 
4 n, hinders: 
ſttie performance ot duty to God The tea ſon 

| whymerctesare not{econded win obedience 
to God, is becauſe we: leok- too much to 
ſecond cauſes: fo thoſe: Hab. 1. 16. Their 
wi portion was fat, and they ſacriſied to their nets- 
and bunt incenſe to their drags, Thus the 
Afyrian proudly aſcribed all to himſelf, /. 
10. 14. By the ſtrength of my hand have I done it, 
and by my wiſdom ; for I am prudent. How can 
the mercy of God be anſwered, it it be not 


4 1 


Attributing Deliverance to ma 


owned? How can we requite od for de- 


Bong if we denythe receipts of delivarance 
aim ? If we look not upon our 
mercics as given by God. we ſhall give God 


nothing for bis mercies: 


3. Deliverances arc no more influential to. 
reclaim from ſin, becauſe of our unreaſon- 
able oblivion of them. Our greateſt mercies 

. 10 85 are 


2. The realon why our Deliverances work 
do greater Reformation, i, becauſe we fix 
our Eyes too much upon ſecond cauſes, and 


nor anſwers 
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are but nine days wonders;: preſent impee 


fions made by deliverance, 'are ſoon worn 


off by neglect of future conſideration. The 


ſenſe of our Engagements to Obedience wear- 
ing off, our inclinations to fin make head. 


When mercies are new, how frequent is our 
remembrance of them? Whilſt employed in 
our daily labours, our minds are admiring 
delivering love: When waking in the 


night, theſe are the objectsof Meditation; 
when converſing with friends, theſe are the 
Theams we diſcourſe of. Now ſomewhat 


— 


muſt be done to require this kindneſs ; but 


too ſudden a forgetſulneſs anticipates and 


prevents rhe performance of our acknowled- 


ged obedience, 'Deur.32.17.18. they are 
charged with abominable fins; and it ftands 
as a reaſon, becauſe they forgot the God that 


formed them, and the rock that begat them. 1} 


Did wo not forget our mercies, our Conſcicnces 
would force- us to, forſake our fin, Were our 
hearts more but Repoſitories for God favours, 
ſo much Iniquity would not be lodged in 


them. Forgetting Gods mercies, is not only 


a baſs unworthy ſin, but 4 breeding fin : many 
deſperate? fins ariſe form deſpiſing the kindneſs of 


our God. And ob, bow unſ pe akably ſtrange is it, i 


that we can forget him, who doth ſo much tobe re- 

membred 2 That we can ſuffer his mercies to paſs 
out of our mind whoſe mercies are new every moment 
? How impoſſible would it be to live -inunla- 


mented fins, did we live in the ſenſe ofundeſer- 


ved 


1 


[Ul 


- 2 
3 c ; * 4 ' . = 
"s.. — . — by > — : — — — — 
. FFT — — 
: A 3 N * 7 . 
P — nope I — 


— 
— 
1 — 
—— 
— 


— 
q _—_ 
— — a ns l 
y 1 


* 


EE kx Wo 
ved mercies ! Henee it is we are ſo prone to (if 
after deliveranccs, becauſe we are fo apt to 
ſuffer them to flip out of our labile memories. 

4. This continvance in fin after deliver - 
"ances, ariſes from perſons bolftring - up | 
: themſelves with finful' preſumptions that || 
the dangers. of deftruction are paſt, When | 
men begin to apprehend all things are well,! 

they are apt to take occaſion to do ill. M hen 

men are conceiving the bitterneſs uf Deathis | ; 
paſt, they little mind to retorm the baſenefs | | 
offcheir lives: They care not how little they | | 
live to God, when they preſume they ſhall live | | 
long. Eccle/..-8. 11. Becauſe ſentence. is not ; 
pſpeedily executed, therefore the hearts of the Jons £ 
of men are fully ſet iu themſelves to do evil, their 
hearts are flrengthened, emboldned in them | \ 
to go on in evil. Becauſe of this delay ing judg- | 7 
ments, they go on with a full confidence, they Þ 
fin with courage. This is as wind to their | ( 
fſayls, that drives them on briskly in finfol f 
cecurſes. With this did the wicked Jews. 
under Divine comminations hearten then- « 
{ſelves in their ways, Exel 1.3,ſeymg.Tt is net h 

near, Gods abſtinence . from judgments. was | © 
made an encouragement for continuance || i 
nn ſin. So Ez-Kk. 12 21. 22. The days are pro- © 
- longed. Carnal perſons are willing to go on in I 
ſimn as long as they can: and when dangers || ſe 

« are a little gone off, they more boldly go on de 
- . © 5n deſperate ffn gg. 
3. This proneneſs to fin after; ſuch . F. 
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E 
riſe; from flattering expectations, that in re · 
newed returns of Diſtreſs, they ſhall ever 
meet with the ſame deliverance. How do men 
argue from their preſent fatety, to their fu- - 
ture ſecurity > How fondly do men con- 
| ceive that God will be for ever merciful, be- 
| cauſe of his preſent mercies ? Did men 
wiſely confider after deliverance, how ſoon 
they may ſtand in need of the ſame helping 
arm, how ſoon they may want the ſame 
mercy, they could not be fo audacious as to 
ſlight and contemn it, left the next time they 
be deprived of it Gods preſent deliverances - 
are evidences-of his power to deliver us a- 
gain, but not afſurances of his Will to do it 
'Tis a groundleſꝭ Suppoſition men go upon, 

N who think Mercies are entail'd upon them, 
and infeperably annexed to them. We 
hall experience, if we do not leave off ſinning 
God can leave off delivering. If we can ſti 
forſakę God, he can at laſt ke is, 5 
6. We are thus inclined to ſin againſt God 
after deliverance, as we being delivered, our 
hearts are brought off from their dependance 
on God, and we are magnifying our ſelves 
inſtead ot God. When God hath given us 
our precious lives from the hands of devou- 
ring Enemies, we imagine we can live of our 
ſelves, and thence are” regardleſs of living 

to God. H/. 13. 6. They were filled, aud 
: their hearts was exalted, therefore have they 
„ | forgotten me, Their outward - fruitfulneſs 
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caufed their finful forgetfulneſs. Our hearts 
are apt to be ſet upon enjoy ments, and not 
on the God that gives them. FHeſ. 4. 11. 
N boredome and Vine tale away the heart. The 
Hebr, word ſignifies auferre, to take away by 
force; ſo did thoſe things take away their 
heart from God by force, or occuparey to oc- 
cupy. They occupy and take up that room 
in the heart which God ſhould have. I hus we 
having worldly enjoy ments continued by 
deliwerances, our hearts are detained by 
them, that we mind not God, care not how 

we go on in ſin againſt him; mind not how 

little obedience we yield to him as if we 
could live well enough without Rm. 

| 7, This proceeding in fin is partly cauſed 


k 


| 

by petrſons apprehending themſelves to be s 
'': +3jnnocent, and their courſes to be harmleſs, : 
from the deliverances God gives to them. 
. © Carnal perſons are apt to reckon their 
cc. ways to belawful, becauſe they are ſpa- * 

* red and unpuniſhed in them. Hy/. 12. 8. 4 
Ephraim ſaid, I am beceme rich, I have found " 

me out riches 5 in all my labours they ſhall find 7 

no iniquity in me, that were ſin, ' As much as 

to fay, Were my courſes unrighteous, they I 


would not be proſperous; whatever: the 
Prophets charge me with, it appears by the f 
dealings of God with me, that my doings, - 
are good; if I were ſo ſinful, I hould not | 
be ſucceslul. Thus. corrupted perſons W 
+ will vainly argue from Gods delivering; 
2 N YOU Hh were, 


. 


© were 1 ſo wicked, were my actions fo 


« diſplealing, God would not have ſpared 
* mz, but deliver d me to deſtruction. But 
oh how vain are theſe reaſonings ! God 


bears wich long-fuflering. the veſlels of 


* fins And who ſo wicked to conclude, 
that becauſe God. exerciſes patience, there- 


fore they are no offenders ? This is a ſign 


of. Gods goodneſs, but not ef thine, 
Nas dag Ad. . 


Sinning after Deliverance, is the moſt 


hainous ſinning. It renders ſin excceding 


great; to commit it after great mercies. It 
is a great in, to count any fin ſmall, that is 
commited aęainſt a great Gcd : yet fin hath. 


its 8gravations, and admits of degrecs, ac- 


_ cording to the circumſtances under which 
47 MPS | T . * . 
tis committed. There are two things which 


render a ſin moſt abominable; when 'fin is 


committed againſt light, and ag'nſt love. 


They are no little nor light ſins, that are 
aggravated with convictions by light: nor 
are fins againſt love of an inferiour nature; 
nothing more intolerable to Man or God, 


than to have 11] will for good deeds. Tis 


ſinful to render evil for evil to man, 
much more to render evil for good to God. 
What more n, fight can bebèld, that 


— 8 3 , 


— 


vVrath prepared for Deſtruction; out of 
* mercy. he gives a ſpace to repent of thy 


— Aa 


3. man impudent in evil under judgment, and 
| barren in good undet mercies ? Affronts to 


— 
” 
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' love, are more unſufferable than - Rebelli- 


uneaſie galling yoak, to rebel under the 

ſeverities of a cruel Tyrant, to caſt off the 

ſervice of an imperious Maſter, may ad mit 
ſome excuſe ; but to wax wanton under mer- 


% 


When God would lay a f eople under a con- 


on under diſplays ot wrath. The higheſt un- 
kindneſs, is the higheſt ſinfulneſs. The fin of 


David is aggravated by the recording Gods 
kindneſs to him, 2 8m. 2.7, 8, 9. I delivered thee 
cut of the hand of Saul, zud I gave thre thy maſt- © 


ers keuſe--= And if that had been too little, I would 


moreov.r have given thee ſuch and ſuch things, 

Nel efore then haſt. thou deſp ſed the command 
e the Lord, todothis evil in bis fight 2 To fin 
in the face of God when ſiniling upon us 
with unmerited mercy, is one of the greateſt 


contempts can be caſt upon Gd. To mani- 
feſt our ſinſulneſs, when we enjoy the great - 
— teſtimonies of goo dneſs, is the height of 

adneſs, To withdraw our necks from an 


cies, to deſjiſe the cle nency of Heaven, to 
deny obedience to a loving Father, is an off- 


ence indefeudiole, a crime unpardonab(e, 


vi tion of the hainouſneſs of their crimes, he 


repeats his gracious d-alings to them. Ferem. 


2 20. Of old time I bave broken thy yoke, i. e. 


When thou wert in Egp/5a% bondage under 


 Intolerbale ſlavery, I ſet thee free: And thou 
Jaiaſt thon wouldſt not tranſyreſs, yet Thou haſt 


ighted 


_- 1 * 1 - VI I CR IR DS, 
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flighted my favours, and broken thy vayv« 
and under every green tree thou wandreſt pjaving 


the ha rler. And v. 22. this is noted for an in- 
delible fin ; ſuch (ins as the e are not written, 


but engraven: they are of the deepeſt die, 
and moſt permanent ſtain: Zo. 7. 1i5 Theuugh ' If 


I have bound and ſtrengthened their arms, yet do 
they imagine miſchief againſt me, It hath an 


alluſion to men with broken bones; Oh 
what would they give for a healing Chirur- Þ 
gion? what price would they give to be free 
from pain? ſo theſe in diſtreſs would promiſe 
any thing to God for deliverances : but ſays 


the Lord, though I bound them up and eaſ- 


ed them, though I ſtrengthened them againſt 
the deſtructive aſſaults of rheir ener ies, yet 


ſtill with tie bigheſt wickedneſs and unkind- 


neſs they imagine miſchiet agarnſt me: the 


more I did to engage them, the more they F} 
have done to diſhonour me © ©. 

The people of J/rae! were charged with Fi 
their ſinning at Gi/galabove all other places, WI 


Hef. 9. 15. All their iniquity is in Gilgal. The 
Hebr. wotd 93 which we render al ſignifies 
their higheſt chiefeſt, moſt notorious ſin was 


_ at Gi:2al 5 why there ? becauſe there it was 


they received abundance of mercies, Here 


was the great circumciſion, when the reproach 
was rolled away, after they had paft over For- 
dan, and arrived to the Land of Cann an, Foſh, 


F. 7. here Foſhua pitcht the twelve tones, 


the e verlaſting memorial of their wonderful 
. . deliverance 


% 


== 
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in the Land of Canaan. Now. to te invol- 


” higheſt crime imaginable. 


and labour to prevent taem for the future. 


upon the moſt Holy God, as if he were a 
countenancer of fin; and a patron to per- 


unto them: and will-not Atheiftical wretch- 

fr. end to fin, for improving his power to 
france only for fin? "Tis reported of one pro- 
piltering he had preyed on a Temples glo- 


ſue, and after tran!rorting his Treaſures, 
' eſcaping a fatal Shipwrack of which he was 


4 deliverance out of Jordan, 22 4. 28. here 
was the beginning of che reſt promiſed of them 


ved in fin, when encompaſt wich fo many 
mercies ; to be forſaking God after fuch late 
experience of his goodneſs, this was the 


Now I thall lay down ſome particular 
aggravations of fins after deliverances, that ſo 
you may lament thoſ- you have committed, 


1. Such fins, moſt wretchedly caſt a blot 
bow Imp'etles, rather than a ſevere avenger 
of them. Chrift was accounted a friend to 
Dub icans and finners, for ſhewing kindneſs 
3 es be ready to aſperſe the glorious God as a 
deliver ſuch perſ.ns as improve his celive · 
| . phane Dzonyſius, that when by his covetous | 
'_ ry;and enricht himſelf wich its Sacred Frea- ; 
in danger, with the greateſt impudence cries | 
out, How do the Gods love Sacriledge ! Becauſe 
he preſumed they delivered him a Robter, 
- he imagined they loved Robbery : P/a!. 50. 


21. Becauſe I kept ſilence, thou thoughteſt me 
VV - altogether 


* * 2 ** 3 CY - 


altogether ſuch an one as thy ſef, Gods pa- 


tient forbearance, made him reckon God - 
unrighteous as himſelf. Jo go on in ſin 
when delivered from ruins, is practically to 
ſay, I am delivered to fin, Such an Impie- 
ty was charged on the Jews, F-rem. 7. 10. 
Wil ye flea!, and murder, and ſay, Me are dè 
livered to do all theſe ab: minations e T hey were 
not comie to that height of profaneneſs, to 
declare it in fo many words; but by their 
ungodly courfes after his gracious deliveran- 
ces, they did as much as fay it. What is 
this but to mike God an unholy God? What 
greater àggravations of or {1s con there 
be, than to caſt dirt on the holineſs of God, 
which i;“ the aggravation of all his glory: 
Certainly, if God ſaffers diſhonour by his 
cxereiſing goodneſ to us, we ſhall ſuffer de- 
| ſtruction tor our abuſing of it. God will 
ſ{h:w no favour to thoſe, who make him a 
hroner off. e 
2. Such fioning is ſo abomin able, becaufe |} 
tis a juſiification of all our former fins. This 
is in effect to ſay, We have done well enough = 
in ſinning; Gad is not angry with us,there+ 
fre we will ſtill go on in our former cour- 
fes, and follow our old wickedneſſes. How 
. provoking muſt this needs be to God ? when + 
Inſtead of a Lumiliation for ſins, he ſees a ju- 
ſtincation of them: inſte:d of a oonrefth bs- 
mentation for our evils, he finds ah audaci- 
ous ap probation of them. Ho can a holy 


E 


So d bsar this at our hands e We cannot ju- 


ftific the beſt of our ations before the Lord, 
nothing to hm. How then can he iudure a 
challenge rom us? ow can he ſuffer our 


how abominable then to juflifie thoſe that 
are apparent evils? It was very diſpleaſing 


to God for Fonah to ſay, I ds well to be ang 


And ſhall we ſay, We did well to be proud 
and profane, to be drunkards and ſwearers?. 
and hat eifeis our perſiſtence in ſin, but a 


teſtimony of our allowance of it? 


23. Such ſinning, implics a daring provo- 


cation of God to deftroy us. To deſpite 
- God ſparing and delivering, is to dare him 


to ſmite and deſtroy us. Not to care for de- 


Jiverance, is as much as to ſay, we do not 


fear deſtruction, I/a. 5. 19. Let him haſten his 
work that we may ſee its This impudent ex- 

eſſion either reſpects Gods power, J. d. 
1 him do his worſt, we fear not, as men 
that had over grown "Divine Juſtice, and 


become too big and too ſtrong for the Al- 
mighties arm; or it may be ſpoken in re- 


ſpect of the Truths and threatnings de- 
cred by the Prophets, challenging God 


to the accompliſhment of them. But will 
God ſuſſer himſelf to be dared by worms: 
can you daunt hi; unalterable courage? can 
you hold the Almighties hands, or lay bonds 


on his judgments, that they ſhall not de- 
ſtroy you? Will God ſuffer fhis creature 
to inſult, 'over, bim P. arg, we out of his 


reach 
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nothing to hm. How then can he iudure a 
challengeſfrom us > How can he ſuffer our ſins 
after mercies? By theſe fins we are like 
thoſe, Fob 15, 25. 6. ho ſtretch out their 
hands againſt Gol, and ſtrengthen theme 
-| Ffelves againſt the Aimighty, &c. But who 
ever contended with him, and proſpered > 


It will be dreadful to fall into-the hands of 


a living God. And this will certainly be 
the portion of thoſe that afront him with 
ſuch daring provocations. 3 

4. Theſe fins are fo hainous, as by them 
the delivering mercy of God is horribly un- 
dervalued. What is our Rebellion afcer 
the reception of ſuch mercies, but to declare 
we account not our ſelves obliged to God 
for them? What is this but to diſown the 
greatneſs of the favoirs God beſtows up- 
en u? What greater diſ-ingenuity can be 
expect; than to diminiſh the greateſt favours 
of God, in love to our deviliſh luſts > Eve- 
ry mercy that comes. from ſe great a God, 
muſt needs be great: but to under value the 
choiceſt bleſſings and higheſt mercies muſt 
needs be a point of the higheſt wickedneſs. 

Was it a ſmall mercy that by our late delive- 

rance ſo rr any thoufand lives ha7e been con- 

tinued, ſuch multitudes of Souls have been 
kept out of Hel! > I: ic nothing in your eyes 
to be delivered from Popiſh flavery ? to 
have the glorious Goſpel continued amongſt 
use Is the ſecurity ot Church and Se, 
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the miraculous preſervation of Priviledges 


and Liberties a eontemptible kindnefs 2 ſhall 


all theſe things have no notice taken of them? 
Il be diſregarded 2 w.ll you. fay 

*ris not worth while to leave ſinning for 
theſe? dare you declare they deſerve no o- 
* bedience ? let your Conſcience ſpeak, would 


not this be · hotrid Blaſphemy ? c uid you 
bear ſuch undervaluing of kindneſs from 


you? 


5. Thoſe Sins are the teſtimonies of the - 
E „ e . fe conceivable Ingratitude 
is the 


worſt of Sins; and ſinning after De- 
liverance is the worſt Ingratituze. This is 
unkindneſs that pierces the heart of God, 


to rebel aga nſt him, dealing with us as the 


dearly beloved of his Soul. How ungrate- 


ful is t to aſſaſſinate a Prince, to whole care 
we owe our Lives and Fortunes 2 To rip- 


open the bowels of her, towhom we owe our 


being / So igt to diſih nour 4 God, that is both our 
Prot: Hor and Bene factor, our Preſerve; and Deli 
verer David was g reatiy incens'9 at the Tngra«- 
titude of chi rliſh Nabal,r Sam 25. 21. SM ., 
vain have I kept att this fellow- had in the wil. 
derneſs, amd he requites me evil for god. W ill 
not the Almighty thus complain of an un- 
grateſul people; Surely in vain have kept. 
them from- the hands of their bloody Ene- 


mies, in vain 1 nave delay'd the execution of 


Judgment, ſince all my return is Diſhonour 
| | © 
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then can God from 
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for Deliverance, ſinning for faving of them? 


May not God ſpeak to us, after the manner 
our bleſſed Saviour ſpoke to the Jews Þ For 


which of my good works do you ftone me? For 
which of my good Works do you fin a. 
gainſt me? Will you oppoſe me, becauſe I 
appear ſo often for you? Will you hate me 


becauſe l help you > . ill you rebel, becauſe 
I relieve you ? Is this the fruit of my Good- 


neſs? The Lord was greatly offended wich 
his Vineyard, Ii. 5. becauſe after all his 
care to make it fruitful, it brought forth 
wild grapes. I look:d it ſhould bring forth. 
grapes, and it broug-* forth wild grapes. When 


God beſtows any Mercies upon us, his eye is 
upon us to ſee what improvement we are 
making of them: He looks to ſee what thou 


doſt with thy Time, thy Talent; His eye is 


upon thee, to ſce what uſe thou makeſt of 
Means, Deliverances, and all thy Enjoy- 


ments: And when be uſes good means, he 
looks for good fruit; and if we ungratefully 
bring forth wild Grapes, we [ball high- 


ly provoke him, and to our diſadvan- 


tage diſpleaſe him. How intolerable a 


Sin muſt it · needs be, to fight againſt G 


with his Goodneſs ? to miſchief his Honour 


with his Mercics > ſhould you be an inſtru - 


ment of raiſing a decayed Friend, and he 


turn your Enemy, and uſe the eſtate procu- 
ted by you, to manage miſchievous deſigns 
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. RAab me? May | 8 
What ye, oh People of England, will ye ſtill 

be enemies? You whom I have ſo delivrd 
You whom [I have fo often preſerved, ſhall 
T mcet with theſe dealings from you? Of 
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againſt you, would you not count it intole: 


rable baſeneſs? Now what leſs yea how 


infinitely more is you: abuſing the Mercies - 
of God, to the difadvantage of his Glory, 

and diſhonour of his Name ? Should a neigh. 
bourly Phyſi ian freely endeavour the re- 
leif of a helplets Beggar, and after his coſt 
and care, when this man is reſtored, he 
fhould make it his work to ſtudy the death 


of this. worthy Friend, how intolerable In- 


graticude would this be accounted 2 What 
elſe is our ſinning againſt God, on bis ſpa- 
ring of us? What is it but the deſtroying 

the tlonour of him, whe ſaved us from de- 


ſtruction? Deut: 32. 6. Do ye thus requite 


thr Lord, ye fooliſh people and unwiſe 2, When 
ungrateful Brutus Was among thoſe that 


came to deſtroy Cæſar; he pathetically cried 


out, what, thou my Son Braus! Wilt thou 
not God cry out upon us, 


all People you are obliged to love and ſerve 


me, and will you improve all my Mercies 
againſt me ? 3 . 


* , - 


6. By finning after Deliverance; we moſt 


unjufily deny to God that which is his right 


and due for delivering of us, Deliverance. is 


the price of God for our Lives and Services. 
G | redeeming of us, We remain no longer ö 


our 


— 7 >. 
% 


OI | „ e 5 
our own, but are eſpecially obliged to be 
his. What can we give to-Gad for preſer- 

ving our Lives, leſs than our ſelves ? and 
that's an unanſwerable reward for the exer-= }} 

ciſe of his Wiſdom and Power in delivering 
of ue. Can we then rob God of his due, 
without the height of Injuſtice? Is not this 
the moſt intolcrable Sacriledge? The Mer- 
cies of God are. to hire us to Obedience. 
| 8 Fo Maſter. ſuffer a Servant to be engagd - 
in the work of another, when he hath hired 
him for his own ? Is it not a provoking fin, 
for you to be employ in the ſervice of the 
Devil, when God hath hired you into his 2. 
The Apoſtle preſſing the Corinthians to Obe- 
dience, tells them, They are not their own, but |! 
are bought with a price. Thus may we be 
perſwaded to Obedience, by conſidering, - | 
| - | God hath bought our Lives, by ſaving us 

| from Death %% Gs, 3 

| J. Sinning now is fo heinous, as hereby 4] 

| | God is fruſtrated of his deſigns in granting 

q ſuch favours. What may God expect, when |} 

| ftiretching our his hand to help us, but that 

then we will incline our hearts to honour \ 
him? What are the deſigns of God in di. 
| plays of Mercy, but to raiſe up Glory to 

Himſelf 2 He exerciſeth Goodgeſs to pro 
more his own Intereſt in the World, not 

4% Devils. Will God exerciſe Mercy to his 

4 
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own diſadvantage 2 Will a ratignal Man put 
Weapons into the hands of thoſe WI . SY 
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gay him with theme Would you deliver a 
If Man.to deſtroy you? Surely the Lord may 
| juſtly expect Love for his Kindt eſs, Duty 
for his Mercy, Obedience for his Delive- 
france. Iſai. 63. 8, 9, 10. He ſaid, Surely; 
i they are my people, children that will Not he; 
S he became their Saviour, | his verfe con- 
tains 8 kind of Expoſtulation that might 
be in God; Why ſhould I fave ſuch a Feo- 
ple as this ? 1 have enough againſt them to 
deſtroy them. 1 have found their unfaith- 


F 
| 


flulneſs to their promiſes, their unanſwera- 8 
bleneſs to my gracious Providences, why | 
{hould 1 deliver them? Then God comes | 
to a Retolution, Mercy turns the ſcale, ; 
 _Goodneſs prevail; I will try them once 
more; they are my People, Children that || 
will not lye; I hope they will not fruſtrate. : 
me any more: I may take this opportunity } 
ro cut them off; bur I will make experiment ( 
Olic more. But proving unfaithful, he be- 

came their enemy, and fcught againſt them. 

_How-leinous a ſin is 1t- to croſs Gods ends, 

to walk contrary. to him! x 

. Sinning now is fo heinous, as cis not g 
only a neglecting Duty, but deſpiling. Re- 0 
medy. Thete are Sins againſt Duties omit- |} 
ting things canauminded, and fins againſt e- 6 
mecy, fighting and oppoling the means I 6, 
which are defigned tor recovery from ormer I m 
- evils, Ani now Nhat ſin can be greater, R 

thin to del. iſe che means chat are uſed to 
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cure our bleeding wounds? what aggra- 


vates the fin of unbelief, and makes it the 


deſtroying fin, but becauſe tis the contemn- 


ing of that bleſſed Remedy which is provide 
ed for miſerable ſinners ? Hence this fin binds 


on the ſinners guilt with an eternal bohd, 
and makes Salvation impoſſible Thus alſo 
lighting deliverance 1s the higheſt fin, as 


thereby we bid open. defiands to all means 


of recovering of us from fin & deftruftion. 


| Neglecting Salvatian hath a moſt provoking 5 


influence on the wrath of God: Heb. 2. 3. 


How ſhall-ws' eſcape, if we ng. & ſo great Sal. 
vation o Will the Lord bear this affront io 


his mercy, that when he is willing to ſave, 
we declare we regard no Salvation? I his 
will be an unpardonable crime, there wiil de 


no eſcaping for us. To {in with delive- 
ance, is n2 leis than to throw away the 
healing balm taa: mercy provides. and re- 
foive to make our wounds incuravie. _ 
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Sinz after d:4iverance have a peculiar in- 
fluence to p rocur: and haiter deſtruct ion. 


Our prent fatery is noſccurtty againſt fu- 
ture Judzments: deſtruction deferred by 


Gods deliverances, will be haſtned by our 


ſinning after them: ihoſe whom undeſerved 


mercies cant reclaim inceuſed juſtice will © 


[eedily ruin e. The Monumen is of: grea- 
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VVV 
teſt mercie -, have been made examples to 
declare the ſeverity of Juſtice for the abuſes 
of them. Such have experienced the moſt 
direful ſuftering, to whom the Almighty 
hath been © moſt long ſuffering- Witneſs 
the deplorable ſtate of the hardned ew. 
to whom the moſt fingular. favour was ex- 
tended of any or on earth; yet now 
who more miſerable than thoſe. rejected 
wretches, for their abuſing favours ? Juſtice 
will frown moſt ſharply upon the diſdainful 
- affronters of mercy. No people are nearer 
an utter defolation, than thoſe who heap 

58 7 fin, when God is heaping up mercies, 
Although the Lord be moſt unwilling to 
ſſmite, yet he knows how to ſpare when pro- 

voked in this manner. Fer. 5. 7. How ſhall 
T pardon thee for this. hen I had fed them 
to the full, then they committed Adultery, v. 9. 
'- Shall I nat viſit for theſe things, ſaith the Lord? 
ſhall I not be avenged on ſuch a Nation as thi? 
Theſe fins put God to a ſtand ; he knows not 
how to go about a pardoning act, although 
be delights fo greatly in it: how ſhall I par- 
don, how ſhall I ſpare thee any longer ? 
I tant withhold rhe hands of my juftice 
I can't defer the punifhment of theſe tranl- 
greſſions. T hence, v. 10. God gives a Com- 
miſſion to enemies, Go upon the Vll and 
defiroy, &c. delay no longer: let thoſe feel 
the ſmarting impreſſions of Juſtice, that ce 
ſpiſe the ſgetelt expreſſions of mercy. . 
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This wrath of Gad againft deſpiſers of 
gocdneſs, appears, 1 Sim, 12. 24. 25. C 
der how great things the Lord bath, dine: but if 
ye till continue to do wichediy, ye ſha!! be on- 
ſumed both ye and your King. When once. a ' 
people riſe ro that height of Impiety, that 
the moſt obliging kindneſs Heaven can ſhow, 
can't win their hearts to obedience ; what 
can be expected from Heaven, but the ſe- 
vereſt vengeance an Almighty arm can bring 
upon them ? Will not the Lord foon 'ruſh _ 
out upon a people with wonderfnl plagues, 
when they are knocking- at the door of 
Juſtice by ſuch impenitent courſes ? The 
moſt gracious Prince would diſpatch that 
| : man who ſhould impudently perſiſt in traite g 
; 
| 


2 


rous deſigns againſt him, after a deliverance 
5 from death by his pardoning him. Thus 
. will the King of Hcaven miterably deſtroy 
f delivered finners rebelling againſt bim. Di- 
” | vine patience ſh-athing the ſword of Juſt- , } 
o ice, will ar laſt deſiſt its pleading for the 


abuſers of it ; and impatient juſtice by it's 

F revenge ful arm will avenge. the quartel of 

25 defpiſed mercy: EN K. 16. 43. B:cauſe thou 

- hajt net rgmembred tbe days of thy youth: J. d. 

4 kindneſs and favour I then extended to the; 

14 the deliverances thou hadft from me: Be- 

15 Vol, I will recompence ti ways upon thy Head. 

ie Thou haſt grieved me with fin, I Will grind 

a thee to pieces with judgments ; thou haſt 

bis recompenſed me with hatred for love, I wilt 
- __ TECOIN- 
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fecomfenſe hatted for yonr hatred. Thus 
V Il God deprive thoſe of merciès, that de. 

pr. ve him of the Glory of them- 2. Kings 
21. 13. God there threatens to. wip? Jeruſa- 
lem as z man wipes a-difh, g. d. He would 
take away all their delicate enjoyments, as 

meat is thrawn of of a diſh. I hey ſhall 
feed on ju Igments, who were wanton when 


fed with mercies : but the Hebrew ſignifies, 


As impreiſions on tables are wont to be wi- 
fed out- ſo ſhall my impretiions of goodpeſ 
upon them: the former infcripiion: of ho- 
nour and preſperity ſhall n5 more be ſeen, 
but the prints of deſtroyiag · judgments thall 

be found upon th. m. It ſh I no more be 
Written, The'e are a people delivered but 


|. Theſe are a Teaple dettroyed for abuſing. 


deliverance. This n quence ef de- 
ſpiling favours, may 
words of God „ H ſ. 6. 4. Oh Ephraim 


e illuſtrated from tbe 


what [all I do unto thee ? for your geoineſr i, 


' as a morning cloua, and ar the early.d:w.it paſs 
- ſeth away Many interpret ycur goodneſs, the 
goodnels t eſtowed on you, or your mercie:. 

| 90 the ſence is, My gooine!s that 1 beſtow 
upon you, is but like a morning cloud, that 


| -- 5 diſſipated and feartered, and doth no good 


to yu, you are n beiter for it. And as the 


early dew it paſſeth away. Vou ſoon wear 


_ off the the impreſſions of my mercy, as the  _ 
moiſtnings of the carly dew a e ſoon dryed 
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ed thom by. the Prophets, my judgments are 
| broken out tion . them: or otherwiſe, The 
tokens of my mercy make but ſhort impreſ 

| fion on you; your goodneſs fades away, you 
© ſoon return to fin: what now ſhall Ide to 
you? L am reſolved to try no more mercies; 
J have made you grow with my kindneſs . 
like flouriſhing Trees, now will 1 hew you 
down; becauſe you are ſo unprofitable I Will 
be ünmerciful ro uu... 
Aere it will not be amis to confider, how 
this perſiſtence in ſin after deliverance, pro- 
motes and haſtens the deſtruct: on ot a people. 
1. Hereby that peculiar reſpect that God 
bath for one people above another, is made 
to ceaſe; and they are look t upon no other- 
I wiſe than the vileſt of people in the world. 
In Gods providestial diſpenſations, he bears 
| ſome fingnlar favour to ſome, beyond what 
he doth to others, although theſe may be 
nothing more deſerving than other Nations; 
ar d from, this favour he confers fingular 
Temporal Bleſſings upon them; and theſe he 
calls his people, as eipeclally cared for, pre- 
ſerved and provided. for by him. Ent if 
theſe deſpiſe his kindneſs, and contemn his 
_ goodneſs, he then un peoples them, and 
_ caſts them out of his favour ; and then they } 
become as liable to judgments, as the grea- - | 
| tclt abies in the world. Thus was it with ; 
| | the people of the Fews, the Lord ſeparated | 
hem f.om all the world for his care and += | 
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charge: hence he did miglity things for 


Withſtanding his mercies, Hel. 2. g. he bids 


i 
them; but continuing long in tłeir ſins, not, | | 
| 
| 


the Prophet tell them, Je are not ny people,, 


will not be your God; and this rejection made 


way for that ruine now upon them. In the 


ech of Amos the Prophit is threatning judg. 
ment againſt that ſinful people, againſt | 
Which they fortified themſelves with pre- 

ſumprnous boaſtings of their b. ing Gods 


people, choſen by him, & fo often owned 


28 by deliverances; but for their abuſi:'g mer- 


cies, God tells them, v. 3. Are Si uit as the eli! 


dren of the Æthiopians unte me ? ſaith the_ 


— 


Lord, Grgt, You are now no more to me 


than the vileſt people.. 


[You have been under my care, and now- 


ye are uncer, my curſe: ye remain unchan- 
geable in your ſins, as the Æthicpian, in 
their colour, and therefore ye ſhall be of no 
more account with me than they. Whit 
though we have been more to God than 
any people on earth, and received more 
bleſſings then any Nation near us, inſomuch 
that we might be called his choten people 
for his care over us? Will not deſpifing 
mer. ies. ſinning after deliverances, make 


him ſay, as Heſ. 9. 15. I will love you no more? 


What ſhall we be more to him than tne 
AHibiopians, if We be like them in fin ? Ezek: 


15. 2. Whats the Vin:-tree more than anotber? 


Il the Vine bring forth no fruit, what 
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| © it more than another tree? why ſhould 
it not be burat? Whatever we have been 
| if we be fruitle6 and ungrateful, why 
- | ſhouid we not be puniſht ? It we be not 
Y bearing trees, may not God make us bur- 
ning trees ? If we be not bettered by 
| „ may we not be deſtroy- 
FS edi nnn RT 31. 
7 2. Hereby the Lord is made in a manner 
bs to repent of delivering a people: when men 
I have gratified their fellow. creature; with fig- 
nal favours, and after ſuch expreſhons of {| 
reſpect have nothing but ungrateful return; 
it makes them wiſh they had never beſtowed 
their love on ſuch unworthy perſons. Thus 
the Almighty God,unjuſtly required for mer- - 
eie, is ſaid: to repent him of his conferring - * 
I Kkindnefs on a people. But we muſt obſerve 
chat golden rule; Thoſe things which are 
| attributed to God after the manner of Men, 
muſt be. underſtood as become the Majeſty 
of God So Gods repeming is an improper | } 
- alluſive term, expreſſing not a change in 
= Gods mind, but in his action: not imply ing 
| ſuch an afteQtion in God as repentance, but 
| alluding to the effect of ſuch an affection in 
man, Gen, 6. 6. It repented God that he made 
min, and it grieved him to the beart. This 
implies Gods wrathful indignariop at mann 


| the mind of God. who is ever the fame. | 
But to ſpeak after the manner of Men, when } 
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à people continue in fins after, delivi rance, 0 
God may ſay, Oh It repents me that I nave | 
delivered a people thus to diſhonour me; it 1 
repents me to do ſo much for x people, that 
do thus much againſt me. Oh! how near fi 
are ſuch a people to deſtruction, of whoſe | © 
deliverance & d repents him! How foon will . 
they be involved in ruine, (t whom God wc 
may be provoked to ay, as Oau of Nabi), 
I Sam 25. 21, In vain have I kept all this 
man hath in the wildzincſ1; In vain have 6 
pre ſerved the lives and liberties of this peo 
ple ſince the fruic of all is only to be rebel. | { 
2 againſt and diſhonoured by them. It 
we tlius make the Lord griey d at the heart 0 
fot beſtowing mercies, Go will grieve.us | 
dc the heart by deſtragingyudgments. 
2338. Hereby God is provoked io ſtop all 
| ' pfocecdings in way of deliverance, and leave 
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We 5 people to ſucceſsleſs firings for them. 
ik ſelves: Fudzes 10. 2. 13. Oid, I not del u rr 
Jou from the Egyptians, in i fem the Amorites? © 
Loet ze have. ffn m; 1 will dil.ver you. nn” 
more. Sinning after, deliverance, dil-enga- 
if ges God: from appearing any more for us. 
And what can bs. more dreadful, than o 
hear God ay in his wrath, On pe ingratefuol 
people! I have once and again improved a/ 
wildom and power on yoar behalf, to pre- 
vont your ruige ;; bit ice ye goon ſtill to 
provoke me, whitever your condition ls 
hereafcer, ' you mult never look Say 995 
e e e 
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ſrom me; whoever, be your enemy, you 
muſt not look for me to be yout friend, 1 
T will never ſtand up for ſuch Rebels, nor 
diſhononr my Name in dehvering you to 
fin againſt. me. We cannot . want comfort 
whilit under promiſes of Divine aſſiſtance, 
and: help from Heaven in our dangers ; but 
if God ſtands off, we muſt inevitably 
fall into the hands of our enemies, and be- 
come preys to their greedy luſts. It God 
ys I will add no more deliverance, there 
is none can promiſe deliverance to us. 
Oh miſerable people, whom God ths for- 
ſakes in anger! ſhe ſhall never ſee another 
deli veran e, if the Lord ſhould reſolve I wll 
add no more, We ſhill never out live ile 
cangers Wwe dai y live ina if Cod ſhould de- 
termine to Rave us to them, 55 
"4 Corruption in our ways under mercies, 
Will cauſe a ceſſation of them. So it was 
wich the people of the Fews, H/. I. 6. Call 
: her name Lo ruchamah, for I will not add any 
more to the heuſe ef Iſrael, but I will utterly fake . 
away, I will add no more days of proſperty _} 
years of plea'y.; no more gracious delive- 
rances, or pledges of mercy, but I will ur- 
terly rake au ey: I kave teen filing, but 
now will l empty you; the Hebr. fignifies in 
forgettiog I wiil forget them. I will no more 
be favourable te them, but forgetful of them - 
tioughthey per ich. won't remember 0 3 
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they have not minded my merctes, I will not 
| i F 4 I * 22 - » 2 . * 
i mind their miſer ies. Thus God puts a ſtop 


to the ſtreams of mercy, locks up the ſtore. 
houſe of bleſſings, and adds no more. David 
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Vea, although a deliverance may be how: 


gun to a people, whereby they appear ina 


are in no better capacity to finiſh it now 


begun, than we were to begin it, if God 
ſtands ofl. Our prozecding in fin, will hin- 
der our God from proceeding in mercy. 
Indulging our provoked lufts, will endanger 

our precious lives. Theſe merciful buddings 
of Providence may eaſily be knipt. This 


ſraall glimmering Iight may ſoon be over- 
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prays, P/al. 26.40. Oh continue thy loving kinds 
neſs. &c. Hebr. ſignifies, draw out, lengthen - 
out the tokens of thy love; but this will be 
only to anita we drawn to God by 
them. They may call every mercy a Foſeph, 
which ſignifies, God will add 405 2 — 
tis not ſo with ungrateful finners, God will 
make an end of beſtowing mercies, unleſs they 
make an end of abuſing of them : God will 
ceaſe deliverances, unleſs we ceaſe diſho» 
nouring him with them. HT 


/ 
— 


happy Way to eſcape ; yet perſiſting in fin, 

God will carry on the work no farther, but 
leave them to ruine. Hence then, what e- 
ſpecial care ſhould be uſed to reform our 
* - liver, and renew our repentance, leſt our 
F deliverance ſhould be left unperfected ? we 
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y clouded: our door of hope may ſoon be _— | 


« & — * paw T7 ww, un H.-S. r 
* - — . 
oy as f —— 


11 
' 3 
- 3 — 


2 


i willadd no more d Shall we make bim com- 
plain of being weary of delivering? What 


. continuance in fin > This makes God in the {|} 
as one afraid of us, aſtoniſh'd at our iniqujs 


ties. A man aftoniſht doth walk up and { 
down this way and that way, knows not 


our dating fins. God told the people of 
AJ Iſrael, admicing he went not on with deli» 
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all your hopes of eſcape, and wither that 
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Shall we provoke a gracious God to fay, I 


makes a ſtop to our deliverance, but our 


poſture we read of, Fer. 14.9, 4s 4 man 4 
fonie d, as a mighty man that cannot ſave. Hebr: 


what courſe to take; ſo our {inning whilſt 
God is delivering, makes God at a loſs what 

to do. Sometimes he goes forward with de- 
liverance, ſometimes it ſeems to ſtand ſtill, 
another while it looks as if it were ſer back; 
and all this, becauſe we 'amaze God with 


verance, I/. 59.1, 2. My hand is not ſport- 
ned that it cannot ſave; nor my ear deafned ' 
that it cannot hear; but your iniquities ſeparate : 
between you and your God, &c. We drive Gd 

from us by our fins; and how then can out 
Salvation te carryed on? Shall we make 
God ge back and repent of the good he hath © 
ſeemed to deſign for us? our inning will 
do it: Fer: 18. 10. If it doth evil in my fight, | 
J will repent of the good wherewith I ſaid I will © 
benefit it. Shall we not repent of 'finning, 
rather than provoke God thus to:repent- 


- 


his purpoſe to deliver? Why will you blaſt | 
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at ſpringing up? Oh then, if you 5 
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comes an .implacable foe; and whereas of- 


in his wrath be diſpenſeth commands, anc 


This ſeverity to a ſinful people you may 
ſee, IIa. 63. 9, 10: In bis love and in his pity 
bie redemed them; but they rebelled and vext 
Ii hob) Spirit, therefore he was turned to be their 
Ko enemy, and frught againſt tbem. Now ho- 
can they hope to. eſcape, that have a victo- 
rious God to oppoſe them! How miſcrab'y - 
| will thoſe be ruin d, that by deſpiſing Gods 
helping pitty, convert it to deſtroying en- 
mity 2 Oh, that. the terrour of Divine diſ- 
pleaſure for ſuch tranſgreſſions, thus exem- - 
Flitied in others, might haye, that ae 
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, | the bigheſt power can be no ſecurity tous. 


quence of this horrid ſinning. is, chat it 
brings the Eternal God to.unmoveabl> reſo 
lutions, to accomęl ich the deſtruction of ſuch A 
a people. He will not be prevailed with to 
t delves thats, Wh-m his mercies could not . 
prevail with to deſiſt from fin. It a deaf ear 
e turred to Gd, when by mercies he callss 
tor duty; be will turn a deaf ear o us, 
when we in miſery invo;ate his merc ß: 
whatever hopes we flatter our ſelves withal, 
ve ſha'l meet with no help ſtom, God, wbea 
| thus provoked; Although ſuch is the goed: 
neſs of God, that he gf en repents before 
he deſtroys: yet ſuch provocations will make 
hk, him weary of rerenting, and reſolve to ru- 4 
I. ine: Fer. 15. 6,7. Thi baſt forfok'n me, ſait h — 
Ie Lord, thou haſt gone away bach vard; there - 
fore will F fireteh out one againſt thee, I 
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am weary of rep nitng. I have long indulged 

you. but I will now ſpare no longet, but a- 

venge your fins: Some render it, I have ta- 
ken pains intrcating you to repent, till 1 
aðm weary; but now ye that have wearyed 
me with your iin$; ſhall be wearied with judg · 
ments: So v.. I will fan them with a fan in 2 
gates: that is, I will ſcagxter them about as the 
chaff is ſcatteredſhith a fan; Ivill bre ave them 

ef children, and deſtroy my people, ſieh they return 


ag No 
6 


\” * mot from their ways. Thus jmpenitent fin- - 


__ - theſe inhumane offen 


ing brings unavaidable judgments: and Di: 
vine vengeance (hall infallibly purſue ſuch as 
perſiſt in theſe hainous fins. No Sanctuary 
 fhall ſhelter theſe ungratefal wretches from 
the hands of juſtice; nor ſhall flatrering ins 
| ties prevent the ruine of ſuch unrepents 
ing ſinnerrs. 3 1 
The deſerved Jodgments that belong to 
3 ane of mercy, will be 
- threatned with unalterable certainty, Thus 
| you may ſee them denounced againſt an inn 
| corrigible people, Ezech. 24. 13, 14. Becauſe 
5 7 bave purged } thee and thou waſt noi purged, 
thou ſhale not be purged till T have cauſed my fu* 
ry to reſt upon you. Be auſe I have ad ebee, 
g. d. I bave endeavoured to perſwade thee, 
and oblige thee to leave thy filthy fins : So 
God is ſaid to do what he requires, deſires, 
permits, or perſwades to be done. Thus 
God had been inducing of them to obedi. 
ence, reducing of them from fin; but 2 
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der all, they were unſpeakably obſtinate; 
which - cauſed theſe deſperate reſolutions in 
| God-againſt them He would make his fu- 
ry reſt upon them: and their doom is con- 
firmed w th the higheſt aſſeverations cog- 
ceivable, v. 14. I the Lord have ſpoken, 1. e. I 


that am of wundoubted faithſalneſs, and can- 


not lye; of infinite power, and can execute 
my. pleaſure ; ] have ſpoken it, and ie ſhall 
* come to paſs Whatever evaſions you think to 
make, howeyer ſecure and careleſs you are, 
it ſhall come to paſs, and I will do it. I will 


undertake the raine of ſuch as rebel againſt J 


my mercies, and abaſe the greateſt inſtru- 
ment of raiſing my honour, viz. my pa ĩienc; 
will nat go back, neither will T ſpare or repent. 
When 1 begin, Iwill carry on my work; I 


will not break of my judgments, ſince ye }\{ 


will not break off your fins; the ſentence is 
irrevocable, you mult expect no reverſion of 
it, no: deliverance from it. Now ſurely 
vengeance threatned with thus much certain⸗ 
| 2 will fall rpon a People with intolerable 


everity. When judgments are thus pundtu- 0 


ally determined, it cannot be expected they 


ſhould be a long while delay d. What hopes | I 


now can we have, if perfi'ting in fin after 

ur many merciful eſrapes? Will not this. 
grave. ſtone be laid upon us? Will not a con? 
ſamption be decreed from tne Lord of Hoſts 
ag ꝛinſt us e What though we are ſpared this 
one, after all o r former cvaſions? Are v 
BEAT Fj : . no 


＋ "wy 
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. 
no out of danger ? Are there no inſtances 
to be found of a People preſerved, delivered, 

as often as we, and at laſt the Writs of de- 

ſtruction were iſſued forth > Whar think you 

of that example, Amos 7. Ia the viſion of 
the Prophet, the judgments of God on that 

people were ſhadowed by various deſtructive 

things, v. 1. by Graſi- hoppers, meaning the 

Army of the 4ſ{rians, which were ready to || 

invade them; but God from his infinite cle- | 

mency prevented their ruine by them; v. 3. | 

Ihe Lord rep.nted for this, and ſaid, it ſhell 

not be: V. A. this people are threatned with 

another conſuming judgment expreſt by fire: 
whereby was fignified eicher a drought, or | 
ie devaſtations of their Citics, by that un- 
| merciful enemy and Element; or the ruin- - 
ing calamities. which they were near invol- - 
ved in by Teglathpbalaſar; yet now again he _. 
delivers them: ».6.. This alſo ſhall not be. 
But this Language is too god to hold al 

| ways to untettered fiancrs ; now therefore 

„ e iy longer af their un 

; graietul finning, he naw is weary M repen» 

3 tig, The Lord ſtood upon We a plumb⸗ 

line in bis band: A Meraptior from thoſe thas 

build walls, they uſe a line to proceed exactly. 
I hu the Lord declares he would no longer 
tolerate their abuſes, nor uſe his cle mency to 
deliver, but would exercile ſtricteſt juſtice till 
they were ruined: Hence v. 8, 9. a miſerable 
deſtruction is threatned, I will paſs H chem no 
THY £ 1 MOI , 
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more, Se. Enemies ſhall now prevail, judg. 
- ments ſhall effectually take place: I will uſe 10. 
nothing but ſtrictneſs and ſeverity. Now this 

leads me to the fifth Propoſition. | 1 


RO POSHITTONWM ... iff 


Dſtryction for finning a ter deliveran c, || 
will be the moſt dreadful deſtruction: what 
can be more elear then this, from the words {| 
of my Text? Should we again break thy coms [I 
mands, woulaſt thou not be angry with us till theu 

| hadft conſumed us, ſo that there ſhould be no rem 
nant nor eſcapinz,? That is, no common calav-᷑ 
mity. would then fall upon us; no ordiniry 1 
puniſhmenc wauld be our portion ; but we 
_ exceeding the common meaſure and degree | ii 
of fia, thou wouldſt exceed rhe common de- | 0 
gree of judgment. The ſweereſt wlaes make 

ſowreft vinegar, the ſirongeſt perfumes are 

fatal as poy ſons ; abuſed mercy will be aven- {| 
with unuſual miſeries. No mercy is to 8} 
ex in judgment wien mercies {If 
are deſpiſed that kept off judgments. Kind- 
neſs not effecting au anſwerable re formation 
will abundantly aggravate revengeſul de- 
ſtruction: 1/aiab 2971, 2. God threatens 41. 
riel, ſo Feruſal:m, that wonderful diſtreſs 

ſhould fall upon it; and it ſhould be to him 
as Ariel. Ariel was rhe Altar for whole. 
burnt offerings, Ezech. 43. 15. Now to a- 
venge their abaſes of mercies there, God yi 
; Would 
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would mike their City, once the richeſt ol 
their merces, an Alt r on which tueir blood 


ſhould be offered 2s 2 ficrifice to juſtice. 


Towns lo often delivered, may be a: Altars, 


Ec as laciifices 2bout the Altar, The quins 
teſſence of all judgments, the ſubſtance of 
all Plagues, hall be mingled in one cup, 
with all the dregs of wrath, for the deipi- 


ted on a people abounding with mercies. 


A deliverance cannot bring ſo great merciec, 


bat ſianing after it will uſher in as dreadful 
| judgments. By how much the greater the 
| dcliverance is we receive, ſu much the great- 


er will be the deſtruction for ſianing after 


it. A thick cloud hath been over our heads 
|. and the favourayle ga'e of mercy hath part. 
| ly diſcerſt it; but the aſcending of ſinfal 
| Vaporrs will cauſe the Lord to return our 
* fins upon our heads, with overwhelming 


inundations of judgments; flighting the 


gales of mercy, preventing ruine, will bring 


moſt. dreadful forms of vengeance. Oar 7 


float of goodneſs may be turned into food; 


of miſcry. Our ſun may ſet at noon- day; 


and our ciſterns, now fuld from the bound- 


lels ocean of un ncrited benigaity, may on 7 


3 


Thas our mercies abuſ.d, may become 
Enives to open our threats; our Cities and 


abdut which our lifeleſs bodies may be he ip · 


lers of clemency and mercy. Mercy is 
| fweet that is extended to us in midſt of judg- 
ments; and judgments ſevere, when execu · 
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be filled from the vials of wrath, with the 
waters of March. Our deſtruction adjour- 
ned a while. may return with unexemplity%d * 
terrour. I he Lord threatned the backſliding |}; 
Few Deut. 4. 25, 26. That if after his kind 
neſs in cond icting them from Egyptian fl 1 
very, with infinite mercies, though a tires 
' fome wilderneſs, to the bleſſed land of C.. 
naan ; (I ſay) if then they ſhould ſin againft | 
him, although they had remained a long tine ⁵ 
there, they ſhould not prolong their days upon it, , 
but utter ly be e frem off it. Thus not 
nding our finful Nation hath m |} 
years been like an Eden, a Palace of Roy= | Fi 
glory, a Canaan flowing with milk ang 
honey, a Theatre of mercies, an uaparal- 
lel'd monument of many deliyerances ; yet 
continuing in fin, will deface its envyed gla- + 
ry, and render it a ſage for e 
ments, and lay it waſte with ſtorms of ſuc- 
ceſſive plagues, and then it ſhall be ſaid; 
This is the Nation that would never lee ĩ 
ſinning, till it forced the Almighty to make 
| it a ruinous heap, a Land deſolate and not | 
inhabited. What high time is it then to 
depart from fin, leſt an Ichabod he wrote u. 
on 1 fignifies, Their glory is de- 
„„ | = 
Wich what terrour may we look on thoſe | jlf 
Words ? P/alm 68. 10, 2:, Unto God belongs | Il 
ſalvation, but he wi /] wound the hairy ſcalp of - | 
every one that goes on in fin ; Though he will IE 
. 5 5 maultiply 
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No here I ſh IH endeavour to ſhew you 
= be thus height 
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1. Becanſe the longer judgments are 


coming, the grearer ſeverity they are atten- 


muliply ſalvati 


With unlimited 
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L dCeherand, 
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ons 


ned by. provoki 


to ſuch as ferve him the 
more for them, yet wiil he glorifie his juſt- 
ice in defiroying ſuch as go on in fin after 
them. The Hebr. word f1gnifi:s God will 
make a dee 
juſtice on al 


2 impreſſion of the hancs of 
ice on all ſuch incorrigib'e perſons. The + 
- heavieſt judgments will fall on the contem- 
| ners ofthe higheſt mercies. Judgment will 
be with moſt amazing terrour, on the con- 
|, temners of the Almighties favour. As Gods 
rreſalutions againſt ſuch ſivs will make 
deſfruction itrevocable, ſo bis wrath backt 
| -power, will make them in- 


dgments will 
8 fins after 


ded. with; when falling upon us. The lon- 


God is r ui ting himſelf into poſtures of judg - 
ment, Whetting his glitter ing ſword ſharp- 
ning bis terrible arrows feachered with our 
F fins, that ſo he may make the more 


— — 


ger a blow is etching, the d: 
| is made by its force. If God tarries long 
before he puniſhes, che greater terror will 

* in his puniſhment. The deſtruction of 
the old world was delayed for many years, 

but at laſt it was accompliſht with the gtea - 
_ -ter ſeverity. 


er impreſſion 


{: 


Wilt finnefs ruine is deferr'd, 


PN 


ſharp 
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and ſudden deſtruction. There is ſparing Fi 
cruelty, as well as puniſhing mer. l. 
The longer the cloud fis gathering, the I 
more dripping ſhowre is expected when it 
falls. So the greater, prozocations are treaſur d , 
up in the day of Gods patience, the more 
miſerable deſtruction will be in the days ö 


of his vengeance: /a. 42. 4. 4 long time have 
I held my peace; I have been ſtill and refrai- 

ned my ſelf now will I cry like a travailing 
woma y, I will deſtroy. and -deveur at once. You, 
faall know I have not . loft my power, 
though I have exerciſed my patience ; - 
though you have ſhared ſo much in my mer- 
cy, I will at length proportion the. ſeverity . +: 
of my juſtice, to che clemency ot iny merey. 
alaruming warnings, awakening calls, or 
monitory afflictions; but now will I bring 
ruine on a ſudden, witch unavoidable cala- 
mities: Fob 11- 31. The wi led is reſerved 
to the day of deſtrud ion; there will be a 
murdering day ior - rebellious malignants, 
they ſhall be brought forth to the day of 
wrath. The. Febr. we J ran ſlate breugbt 
forth, ſigniſies, Mer. To lead them to it with 
delay, to bring them to it by degrees, and 
| al'o with ſome pomp and_-ſplendour : but 
what is it they {hall be brought forth ta? 
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What are they going to with their pomp 
and glory ? gh. tis but to, a day of Wrath; 
a d of. wraths aud fury 5 à day, of greater 

FVV puniſhment ' 
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 ptiniſoment. When the wrath of God for 
every ſin ſhall consume them, and. increaſe 
their deferred torments. Sinners are brizk 
. becauſe judgment is delayed; but alas, fin- . 
ners, though you go on with-ſecurity, yet far 
from ſafety. the day of wraths will come. 
Jer. 12. 1. we read the wicked profper ; 
i why are they not ſtopt in their courſes 2 
> They rake root, Hebr, They go on: Vatab, 
Sad doth not hinder them; are they happy 
therefore 2 will this always continue? No, 
vi. 3. They ſhall be pulled out like ſheep to the 
Nuagbter, they are ſet apart for the dey of deſi- 
 ruttion, When a day is ſet apart, ſome emi- 


net thing is int init, When a day is 


fet apart for deſtruction an eminent de. 
ſtruction is implied by it: a day is 

coming when finners ſhall feel. the 
| Cnart of Divine vengeance for abuſes 
call their day, as de: | 
ſerved by them, as peculiar to them: P/]. 
237. Jo. The Lord know1-ithetr 8 day is coming 8 


| * The day of his ſignal and dreadful 5 
: 


of Patience. This is 


is approaching (and the longer this day 


coming, the more horrible it will be. As 
eternal condemnation. will be nothing the 
leſs for a preſent reprieve upon earth; ſo 
temporal deſtruction will be nothing the 
more tolerable, for a patient toleration and 
continued delay before it comes. We are 
little aware what is coming upon us, now 
our dangers area little over ; but whilſt we 
wer } Sl | ; | 1 I | are 
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are infeaſible finning aſter the expreffions of 
unmerited favour, the bottles of wrath are 
filling, and the clouds of vengeance gather- | 


ing; and who knows but ſuddenly they may 
caſe and unburden themſelves in a deluge 8 c 


ruine upon us an undaunted people? Will 


not che puniſhment of fins continued againſt 


light and love, diſtreſs and deliverance, ſo 
many years as we have enjoyed them, be 
of that na ure that might make aur hearts 
tremble to conceive it? Will not the Vialss 


of Wrath be unſpeakably full, and the ftorm 
of vengeance moſt horrible, which hath 


been fo long in gathering? Sinning after 
deliverance, renders the deſtruction dread- 
ful, as they. make it in a peculiar manner 


our own. No deſtruction lyes at our own 


door, and our ſelves only are ta bear the 
blame of it. In mercy God begins firſt, but 
in miſcries we make the beginning. And 
what can be a more dreadful aggravation, 
than to have cauſe to ſay, Mercies are gone 
God is departed, Enemies prevail? and what 


may we thank but our pride and profaneſs, 
our ingratitude and ungodline's, after odlig- 


ing mercies? What makes up the endleſs. 
and intolerable torments of damned Souls, 
tor eyer baniſh t from the com for table pre. 

ſencebf the excellent glory, but this, that 
all that miſery was procured by themſelves? 


'Tis obſerved of ſome Birds, that the lime 
is made of their own dung that is uſed to de. 
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ſtroy them: The lime-twigs of Gods judg- 


ments, are made of the dung of our own 
fins. Our fins are the feathers, whereby the 


fatal darts of judgments fly unto us, wound. 
ed with our own weapons, with Arrows 
made from our ſelves: we do ill unjuſtly, 


and then ſuffer ill deſervedly. All the judg- 


ments that ſpring up, are but from ſeeds of 


dur own ſowing. The Garment is ruin'd 
by the Moth bred in it, and we by enemies 


of our own breeding. It was great aggra - 
vation to the miſery of the Fews, that Goc 
told them, Fer. 4. 13. Thy way and thy deings 
have procured theſe things unto thee. I have de- 
livered you, reſcued you from miſerles, and theſe 


now coming on you, you pull down upon / 


your ſelves. This 1s thy wickedneſs 3 lay it 


not to enemies power, think not me unrighj- 
tteous; this is all thy own. . How miſerable 


a condition is this, to have no other com- 


fort in calamities than this, to have God tell 


us this our own ? How ſad when diſtreſſed 
to think, this is my lighting of mercy, my 
abuſing patience, my perſiſtence in drunken 
neſs,” Sabbath breaking, when I was deliver- 
ed! Oh that I ſhould be ſuch an enemy to 


God and my ſelf! Oh that I ſhould bring 
uch miſeries on my elf, by deſpiſing mercies! 


Nothing makes the condition of a people 
more hopeleſs, than their bringing them 
ſelves into a helpleſs condi:ion. H/. 13-9. 


Oh Iirael, thou haſt deſtroyed thy ſet 3 Þ hog wa 


Won 


— \ 


\ 


Tf, we with ungrate 


wond ceſt at thy deſtruction. when it is from 


thy felf. But in mo i thy help. Learned | | ik 
Druſius tranſlates the Febr. that is, otherwiſe |} 


thou hadft had help from me; Had enemies 


ruined thee, I would have relieved thee ; 


but fince thou haſt involv'd thy ſelf in miſe- 


ry, thou may | expect no mercy from me. 
I will not be the Author of deliverance to 


ſtruction to themſelves: you ſhall periſh in 
the evils of your own procuring. | 
3. Deſtruction now will be greatly aggra- 
vated, becauſe a people thus ſinning, deſerve 
to be expoſed to the naked fury of incenſed 
juſtice, without the leaſt mitigation of their 
miſeries by the inter poſing of abuſed mercy. 
ul carriages contemn the 
help of . mercy, we juſtly deſerve to be ut- 


' terly forſaken and caſt off by it. And now, 


oh how dreadful will it be te drink the cup 
of Gods deſtroying fury, without any mix- 


.tures ol relieving mercy ! If mercy it ſelf de- 


livers us up to the cruel hands of inexora- 

ble juſtice, what then ſhall. we experience, 
but vengeance without clemency, puniſhment 
wichout pity, and deſtruction wichout delay 
Oh how fad will it be for helpleſs creatures 
to lye under the diſplays of vengeance, and 
none to cover them ? to have innumerable in- 
niquities crying for judgments, and none 

to plead for them? to have invincible ene- 


— oo 


— 


. 
mles oppbſing-of them, and none to aſſiſt 
them 2 If mercy be diſ engaged, however 
flercely the florms of wrath may be pour d 
out upon us, there can be no ſhelter from 
it. Whatever wounds are made, there will 

de no ſalve to eure them. If merciful de 
live: ances cannot prevail upon us to reform- 
us, will not mercy ceaſe pleading ſor us to 
reform us, will not mercy ceaſe pleading for 
us? will it not ſay as Chriſt, Fohn 17. 9. I 
pray not for them? | will put io no more in- 
treaties for their ſalvation : Juſtice, take 
them, deſtroy them, ruine them, I have no- 
thing to plead for them. How often doth 
mercy plead, as the merciful Vine dreſſer 
did for the cumber ground fig- tree, Luke 13. 
7, 8 Lord, let it alne this year alſo : Let not 
thy w:ath yet break out, let not thy fury 
ruine them, but ſpare them this time; try 
what they will do with one deliverance 
more? but when nothing bt ſucceſ:tul, mer- 
cy gives over; and what but intolerable ven- 

geance will then lye uponu ss 

But who can ſpeak the dread of deſtru- 
Ction, that unmixed anger involves a People 


ins How dreadſul will it be to fall into the 


hands of God, when armed with nothing 
but deftroying indignation > How can our 
hearts endure, our hai ds be ſtrong, when 
all the Atrributes of his glorious Majeſty 
ſhall conſpire together to make us miſerable? 
When infinite wiſdom ſhall be exerciſed in 

| a „ CON- 


contriving, and infinite power ſhall be en- 


are pure wrath, Such miſeries are much of 


bittereſt cup that is mixed out to chem: 


to ſenſe, they refreſh themſelves with * 
light ful object, then viſible · to the eye of 


cup enforced upon us: STAT: 5. Behold, an 


2, Mercy being diſengaged, the lowdeſt 


Fro 


gaged in executing the miſerable deſtruction 1 
a2 finful people, it muſt needs be intol - 
ra E. | - b ö f a i þ By | "4 1 

Here I ſhall take occaſion to ſhew you the |} 


miſery of a People, when mercy is diſ-en- 
gaged from relieving of them ; that ſa we 
may be fearful of depriving our ſelves of 
_ bleſſed ſaccour we have hitherto enjoy- 
. 3 1 

1. Mercy difengaged, all miſeries endured 


the nature of the Torments of the damned {!; 
in Hell, whoſe plagues are a cup of ven- 
geance wirhout mixture. The happi- - 
neſs of. Saints in all their ſufferings, con- 
ſits in enjoying ingredients of love in the 


when outward diftrefſes are moſt unpleaſing 


faith : Pſal. 94. 19. In the multitude of m 
thoughts, thy comforts delight my Soul. But 

mercy diſengag'd, there is no cordial to ſup- 
port us, no ſugar to ſweeten the bittereſt 


evil, an only evil cometh. d never ſends... 
judgments alone to ſuch as he favours; but 
deſigning the utter deſtruction of a People, 
he mixes a potiop of only fatal poy ſons for 
them then he ſends an only evil. | 
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cries, and moſt importunate pravers tllat 
peo; le can put up, will be denyed and re · 


jected God will admit no Prayers from 


ſuch as contemne1 his former returns of 


them. The ears of juſtice will only near the 
cries of our fins, to avenge them; tis mercy 


Hears the voice of our Prayers, to anſwer 
them; or all the anſwer we ſhill have, will 
be by terrible things in righteouſneſs. But 

/ » Mercy diſengaged, we are deprived of that 


unſpeakable priviledge of Audier ce with 

, | Gad; and then we may ſwelter in our miſe- 
ries roll in our blood, deſpair in our torments, 
without aredrefs, nds 

| Should we by our impudent continuance 
in fin, make mercy our enemy, our moſt 


urgenta ries would prove unfucceſ ful; and - 
though joyned with floods of Tears, would 
be unprofitable: for this will bring us under 


the doom of thoſe, Zech. 7. 13. Be auſe when 
called you would not hearken, therefore alſo 


when you cry unto me I will not hear, How juſt 
a setaliation was this from God, although a 
moſt dreadful affliction ? not to have the 
merciful ear of God in affliction, is the worſt 
ot afflictions. It is diſmal now to find our 
hearts ſo ſtrangely {hut up, as not be able 
to pour out Prayers: But how miſerable 
then ſhall we be, il when involved in fink- 


ing troudles, God ſhould ſhut out our pray- 


ers, and not be prevailed with by them? 


be 


Oh ru ining ſtate, when we in diftreſs ſhall 


* | WS Va 


CC 
be crying, Save Lord, or we periſh, and 
then receive no other return, but, Periſn 
you may, and periſh you ſhall, for all the 


help you ch Al have from me. "Theſe fins 
ſo much overcome his mercy, that our pray- } 
ers will never overcome his anger. And as it 
js an argument of the great ſt ſinfulneſs in 
man, not to pray; fo of the grea eſt anger || 
in God, not to hear Prayers. Theſe ini- 1 
| quities are ſo intolerable a ſl'ghting of him, | 
that he will unmercifully light all we do. 14 
Oh what will become of a Nation, wen 
that key which was wont to unlock the Trea- 1 
ſuries of bouaty, the ſtore-houſe of bledings, * 
can do nothing > when that Embaſſador bl 


that was wont to prevail for a gracious Trea- 
ty, hall be denyed admittance to the Court 
of Heaven? When that omnipotent engine 
can attract no compaſſions ? Whither now 
ſhall we go, when acceſ is denyed to God? 
where ſh ill we have ſupplies, if our for- 
mer ſl ore houſe be ſhut up? whither can we 
turn, when he turneth away our Prayers? 
Will not our furious enemies prevail over us, 
when our moſt fervent prayers cannotprevail - 
withGod? W hat aſhaking commiration was 
that Jer, 11.11. I will bring an wil upon them 
they ſhall not eſcape; and thenghb they cry, 
I ill not heark.n. God wil-rake no notice 
ot their cries, who would rake no no- 
tice of his kindneſs. What can be ſaid 
wore to a People than this, I will not hear? 


It 
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wes no audience, he will give no aſſiſtance. 
his ſpeaks the ſum of all evils in one. The 
root of all miſeries lies here, in Gods not 
hearing. This effectually ſeals men up tor 


in my fury; and though they cy in my ears with 
a loud voice, I will not hear, As lazy prayers 


will not hear, I will not grant what you 


may pray, but ſhall not prevail. 
Neither can the Prayers of the greateſt Fa- 


vency, they muſt be denied when Mercyls 


| el. ſtood before me, my heart could not be towards 
this pet ple. Standing is the Poſture of Pray - 


deſtruction. Exech. 8. 18, Iwill deal with them 


ask. In the days of my Grace ye might have 
prevail d, and did not pray. or did it for- 
mally; and now in the day of my fury ye 


vourites in the Court of Heaven prevail for 
a people under ſuch circumſtances. Should 
the deareſt Servants plead with greateſt ſer- 


ing. Though theſe ſhould endeavour to 

- draw out my Affections to them by their im- 

portunate crles, yet they ſhould ney. 8 * my 
| heart: 


he. will not hear, he will not help; if he 


will not prevail now, ſo the loudeſt Prayer 
ſhall not prevail then. Thou maiſt then 
ſpend thy breath, that now thou ſperdeſt 
wWorſe, and not ſpeed. Thou maiſt ſtretch 
out thy hands, and yet receive nothing: but 
' © diſengaging Mercy may ſuffer like thole, /i. 
1. When e ſtreteb out your hands, I will hide 
my eyes; and when ye make many Prayers, I 


diſengaged, Jer. 15. 1. Though Mofes and Samu | 
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heart: I cannot love them, I cannot yield it 
to them. God only ſpares thoſe that are. in- 
differently wicked for the fake of the godlv, 
not thole that are obſtinately flagitious and 
ungadiy, Ezech. 14. Th:u2b Noab, Daniel, 
Ia nd job were here, ©c. they ſhou d prevail on- 
I For their own Souls, Oh, fays Gad, you 
think the cries of your Prayer ſhall- drown 
the voice of your Sins; you magine your. 
earneſt calls will make my bowels yearn. to 
you; or if you canvot prevail alone, you. 
will engage others: but I tell you, neither 
ye, nor my greateſt Friends that can moſt 
prevail, (hall perſwade me to ſpare ſo ungod- 
ly a People as you; they and you ſhall not 
effect your defires with me fo 
3. Mercy diſengag d, che wrathful blows 
of Divine Vengeance will be (to ſpeak after 
the manner of men) inflicted in a careleſs - |} "| 
manner on a Mercy contemning People. Te 
Vine dreſſer is moſt exat and curious in ab 
ſcin {ing the luxuriant brahches of a frui ful 
Vine, but hacks and hews the :.nfruitſul tree 
in a careleis manner. Thus the Almighty 
God meafures out and limits the Judg- 
ments that are ont of Mercy to a fruitful 
people, to Increaſe their fruit; but regards 
not how he ftrikes a barren generation, that 
are Only to be hewed down as cumber- 
ground trees. Whilſt render Affections re. 
main in the heart of God to a peopie, he 
limits the p: oceeding of enemies, Win 
| | | | tne 
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the rage of their foes ; he afflicts, wit 
weight and meaſure : Bur when Juſtice only 
is exercifed in Judgment, the worſt of times 
the moſt fierce enemies, the moſt aſtoniſhing 
manner is choſen in afflicting. When we are 
regardleſs of a mans life, we ſay, let him eat, 
drink, do what he will I will be no hinde- 
rance to him: Thus mercy diſobliged ſays, 
Let enemies, wound, miſſacre, ſlay whom 
and how they will, I ſhall not help I will 
not hinder, God permits enemies to do 
8 their work, to go as far as they can, when he 
deeſigns the ruine ofa people. The Prophet 
pirays, Jer. 10: 24. Lord, correct me but wit, 
Judgment, not in thine anger,-leſt thon bring me 
to notbing. In thy correction uſe moderation, 
for the anguiſh of thy anger is intolerable; 
the blows of thy wrath alone will bring us 
to nothing. The fatherly Anger of GoJ is 
_ dreadful, but the fierceneſs of his, Anger is 
fatal. If God doth not moderate his 
anger, we can never fuſtain the dreadful . | a 
teur of irt. 5 
4. Mercy diſengag d, we become under a I 
total impoſſibility of receiving help from any - | i 
means. If Mercy that ſhould top miſeries 3 
be taken away, miſeries muſt needs flow in. . +] d 
Whither ſhall the poor creature go, if Mer-. Ir 
T 


be gone 2 If wereſort to creatures for help, 
they all ſay, It is not in mc: If God affords - 
you no help, 1 cannot; if God withdraws his | 
merciful influence, I have no efficacy. 1 5 


-—— 
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any elſe, and that none elſe can fave without 


F-9t-3 : 
8. Salvation belongs to God. 'Tis the ho- 
nour of God, that he can eaſily ſave without 


him. Howeyer ſuitable means may be to 
relieve us, unleſs there be the harmonious i 
conjunction of God with them, they prove |. 
| ineffectual. Creatures can never help us in | 
diſtreſs, if Mercy ſtands off. I here isa coun. | 
terpoiſing power to the ability of created as 
gents, that may obſtruct their ſucceſs: there 
are unſcen circumſtances that may invalidate 


— 0 
theic attempts: there are intercurrent Cauſes, 
and unprovided - for Accidents; that may be | lf 
unconquerable hindrances to their endcavours. 
The moſt ſuitable inſtruments have only an 

impotent Velleity or will, but no eſſectual A= |} 
bility to help us A Nation deſerted by Mere 1 


cy, is like a diſeaſed, dying man, Head a- i 
king. Heart fainting, Wits confounded, Spi- i 
rits conſumed, given over by Phyſicians, {|} 
Friends ftand benind the Curtains ſobbing 1 
and ſighing, wee ping and bewailing ; willing 1H 
to relieve, . not able. Thus tis with a 
Nation when Mercy is diſengag'd, tis bleed 
ing to Death, gaſping for Lite, its Friends de- | | ö 
| 


- 
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jected, their Hearts melted ; but dye it muſt, 
dyeit will, none can help it. Ler Men be 11 
never ſo tollicitous, moſt unſpeakably induſt- 1 
rious to help a periſhing Nation, they will 1p 
be ſuccesleſs without mercy, for they are but 
means of conveyance, not of efficience. , = 


/ 


Mercy 
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Mercy diſengag d, there can be no binding 
the hands of Juſtice, no obſtructing its fatal 
Blows, no ſtopping the floods ef Vengeance, 


no perfwading to ſpare, no prevailing to ſtay, 


no hindering its arreſts, no oppoſing its vio- 
lence; but deſtruction will be unavoidable. 
The highett profefiion.- the richeſt poſſeſſions, 
the ſtrongeſt fortifications, will be no ſecuri. 
ty; no ſhelter on earth, ean ſecure from the 
vengeance of Heaven, The united forces of 
all Creatures, can no ways impede the act ings 
of their Sovereign Creator. Job 9. 12, 13. 


He taketh away, and none an binder bim. If 


God will not withold his anger, the proud helpers 
muſt ſtoop under. However great the Patrons 
of our Cauſe may be, whatever Allies may 
conſociate with us, whatever Aſſiſtants ſhall 
appear for us, yet they can never proſ- 
per to protect us, or ſucceed to deliver us 


from the hands of reſolved Juſtice, Our hel - 
pers muſt have the affiſtance of God, or they 
cannot procure deliverance for us. Had we 


thouſands as ſtrong as that world bearing 
Atlas, they could never uphold us: had we 


a world of Confederates, they could never 


preſer ve ue, if Juſtice defigns our ruine The 


moſt potent Friends can never deliver thoſe, 
who have the Omnirotent God to be their 


enemy. If Mercy will not help us, we muſt 
needs be helpleſs. Job 27. 22. God ſhall caft 
upon him, and not ſpare ; he would flee out of bis 
bands. Ne ſhul ſtrive to get out of his hands, 


but 


Ry 
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b it ſhill not eſcape. Neither Policy. Po ws _ 


er, or Prayer, can prevail with, or ſucceed 
againſt God, when not ſeconded with the 
ad of Mercy Dan. 4. 35. There is none can 


ftay his hand. None can deliver from the de- = 
ſtroy ing hands of Juftice, bit victorious | 


Merey. What need then is there to be care- 
ful, that we d ſoblige no Mercy 2 What 


grate ful carriage ſhould we have under Mer- 
cies, leſt we make them our enemies? And 
il Mercy be once againft us, all things will 


work againit us. I 
5. Deſtruction after Deliverance will be 


* 


exceedingly aggravate by that ſelfconfounde 
ing deſſ eration that will be in our Souls, 
when God ſhall come out againk us to vin. 
dicate the quarrel of abuſed mercies, to a- 


venge the contempt ot former deliverances, 
Then we ſhall not only have God againit us, 


but Conſcience alſo will direfully torment 


us: the reflecting on former deliverances, 


- will cauſeas great tei rour as preſent dangers. 
The very thoughts of contemn'd deliveran- 


ces, will damp and deſtroy the confidence of 
the Soul in renewed Miſeries. 
a man lift up his face before God to defire a 
mercy , that bath turn'd hi: back upon God 


when he obtain d a Mercy? How can he go 
to God for freſh ſupplies of Mercy, Who 
getting a Mercy, hath gone away from God? 


When God hath lifted thee up from a low 


condition, and thou haſt gone on in a wick- 


H 


How - can 


\ 
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ed life, with what face canſt thou look upon 
- God again? Canſt eepect a good look, when 
thou lookeſt to him? What canſt expect but 


a denial from him, when thou halt denied 
Obedience to him? Oh how will Conſci- 


* ence fly on thy face, and check thy Soul! 
& Remember when you were in diſtreſs be 


fore, thou diſt cry to God, and he deli. 
«© vefed thee ; but thou never didſt love him 


(4 the more, ſerve him the better for it. 


„Then wilt thou imagine with thy ſelf, 
„Ch how can I go ro Ged again! How 
« can I think he will try me with fur- 
ther Mercies, who have been fo un- 
* faithful under thoſe I received?- How 
«- can I think he will try me with farther 
© Mercics, who have been ſo unfaithful un: 
« det thoſe I received? How can I expect 
« he will be prevail d with to prolong my 


Life, when I have heapt up Ap 4" 
0 q 


<& after his former prolongations of it? Ob 
« what heart faintings and failings will a 
& 2 ſenſẽ of deſpiſed” Mercy produce! What 
«© a Hell of Miſery will this be to all thy 
© Torments, that thou durſt not approach 


to God? Will not inward troubles be a 
4 dreadful increaſe of diifreſs in times of 


<6 Jud gment? And what in ward trouble more 


hey than this, to find our hearts condem» 
ning of us, and to be clogg'd with the ſenſe 


of abuſed Mercies > Wilt thou not fear God 


154 © Wilt 


will tell thee, thy Prayec is an abomitation? 


ſeek kindreſs from me 2 What, do ye think 


further diſpleaſure from God, by abuſing 
deliverance ; .leſt when renewed dangers come 


Wilt not dread leſt he fay, AS Fepthah to 


4 
. 


the Eldersof Gilead, after they had expell'd 


when ye are in diſt.eſs? What, are you fo 
jmpudent after all your unkindneſs to me, 


I will ſheiter ſxch enemies as you? Will 


in diftrets 2, W 
me fo loi 


bat, do ye that have forſaken 
og, Hee to me now? Do ye 


to your Prayers nor Promiſes e And then we 


may cry out as Salvo. Whit more merited, 
What more juſt? We have not 


heard 
God, and we are not heard; we have not 
regarded, and we are not regarded. What 
conſuſion will this fill our faces with. 


ale What a Calamity will this be to all our 


FETF . at de- 
ſpiſed my former Deliverance, come to me 

or another? Will not God ſay, Be gone, 
TH admit you no more, Vil hearken neither 


1 


Miſery 2 Oh take heed then of incurring any 


u; on. you, thy mouth ſhould be ſtopr, thy 
confidence dampt, and thy conſcience thus 
checking of thee. But put Iniquity far from 
thee, and then. ſhalt thou lift up thy face 


without ſpot; then ſhalt thou have a ceis to 


the Lord in thy troubles: and if dcftruct ion 
ſhould come, thou maiſt cry for deliverance, 


and have gracious returns. Deitruction for 


ſinning under theſe circumſtancet, wil be ag: 
H gravated 


CP a — 


. E 
gravated by that pirilefs frame that (hall be 
not only in God, but in Maa. to thoſe that 
are involvd in fuch deſerved deſtructioun. 
God will not pity, but be ſtrangely hard- 
hearted ro ſuch hardened inners. Miſery 
calls for pity ; but there can he no pity, where 
there is no mercy, or where Me cy is di n- 
gaged: Ezech 5. 11. Neither ſhall my cye ſpare, 
neither will I have pity. He laid aſide his ten- 
der compaſſions; his bowels of mercy were 
hut up, and now he hath no tender affe i- 
ons to the. FV 
Thus men alſo that may be preſerved from 
our Cala mities“ will bave juſt cauſe to be 
pitileſs to us. It was ſaid of Vitellius, when 
guing to Execution, with his Hands bound, 
divetted of Robes that Mea had no pity of 
him, Tacicus. The impiety of his Life, had 
taken away Mert pity for his Deaih Will 
not our ſinning after Deliverance give ſuch 
caule of abſtaining from pity ing of us? Will 
not Men ſay, They deſerve to be miſerable, 
b:  thar will nit deſiſt from being ſinful. Oh 
' dreadful aggravation of miſery, to have all 
bool ſhutagaint vs! Tis extreme miſery, 
the height of cittreſs, when we are riot only 
deſt itute of Help, but deftitute of Pity. Jer. 
22. 18. Shall not ſay, Ah, my brother, or ah, my 
fiſter : They ſhall not lament for lim ſaying, 
Ab, Lord, or ab, lis gioy: NS Lo ks 
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"OY ſhall now end: avour to make ſort: 
particular V/es of what hath been ſpoken. 


U/e; from the 1* Propoſe 
© B | | 5 Uſe I, 1 1 4 as Y ; 
Is it the great deſign of God in delt- 
vering a People from imminent dange:s, t 


oblige them to break off fiv > Let then the 


remarkabie Del verance that the Almighty 


u in obounding goodneſs hath lately be- 


ſtowed upon u, effect this bleſſed change 
in our lives and converfarions. With what 
face c n we trample on the juſt and facred 
Commands of our mercifal God, whilſt he 
| (miles upon us with ſuch unmerited favours? 


Can our Hearts be fo damoably obdurate, 
fo inſenſibly hardned, as not to be melted 
by ſach an unexpected Deliverance as this? 
Should we again bi enk bisCommandmeittse What 
pretence can favour ſuch Impieties 2 What 


profeſſion can cloak ſuch Wickedneſs? Whar 
Allurements can entice us againſt Conſci- 


ence, Reaſon, and Religion, to obviate and 


oppoſe the righteous requeſts and demands 
of ſuch a parient God ? N 2 


* 


Should we again return to our Fleſh pleas 
ſing ſecurity Tn fin, the Fountain and Spring 


* > v7 
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cf our greatelt 5 4% but our be- 
u 


luine and beſotting ſtupidity involved us in 


oar dire ful datizers? and ſhall we return tos 


Sur 


5 


former poſture, not regarding the rouſing b 
alarms the late di icovei ies of miſery have 1 
founded to u, nor minding the awakening 'F 

calis to prepare for Jud; ment. or turn from , 

the Impiet es th t deſerve them? Would not 1 
= this bean unpardonable crime, and a means \ 
© moſt infalli- ly to ruine us; Should we again F 
_Ciſhonour this. delivering God, by pro-ane I 

_ © licentious courſe- 2 filling oor land wich the 11 
. hateful noiſe of our cry ing la quitie:, When V 
God hath kil'd it with the bleſſe ſound; of 1 
unlpeakable Mercie? What am unwortty un. 1 
gruteful, unanſwerab'e carriage wo Id this IF 

. bed:em'd by all that bear tae title of Ciri-I v 
. NOR: os 1 
Would Hearhens offer to do ſuch things Li 
to their feigned God), or offer ſuch a ronts 0 
unte them, cou d they but do ſuch favours 1] 
for them 2 And ſhall we, to affront the Ma- t. 
je iy of Heaven, belch out abominable Oaths, u 
and account them as peaſiag Ornaments of V 
Language? Shall we thew our del pite to our n 

God, by blaſphemous Expreſſions againſt u 
Fake 45 concerning the nature and I 
being of God? Shall we, to expreh how | 
little we valve his kindneſs, provoke the 0 

« eyes of his Glory by Noon-day. Drunken- rt 
nei, Rioting, and Debaucheries ? Shall we © 5 
wWicnels a cutſed contemning of him by im- be 

pudent profanations of bis hol- Sabtaths, tl 

as be fo: e we have done? Shall not his Kind- * 

' nels. coufting us to amendment, prevail * ſo 
. Stall not his Geodaeſy endeavouring — di 
3 | | | bed⸗ 


% 


UA 
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3 CF 
bettern ent, operate upon us 2 Is it not im- 
poſſible tots wicked, after iu h wonder- 
jul expreiſions of Love? nts 
_ Should we again with greedy minds pur 
ſue the periſhing enjoy men's of sbhis alluring 
World, ne lecting tt e profirable exercites of 
Religio?, and required Devotion? Did the 
Almighty prolong our expiring Lives, to 
ipeod them thus? With what con#lence can 
we allow our felves thoſe large diſpenſation 
trom holy Duties, for the ſake of our world- 
ly employments, after we are purpoſely de- 
livers, to augment and increaſe our deſer- 
ved Obedience? Will not our days be yet 
ſhertned, if we remain fo ſtiaitned in u- 
vies Hill? And if we cannot ſpare a little of 
our ſtrength to work for God, can we think 
that God will improve his mighty ſtrength, 
to work out any further Salvation, for 
us If our houſes that might have been 
wit hout People, ſtill remain without Prayer, 
may we not expect an angry God will toon 
unpeople them? If now we ſhall caſt off 
Duty will he not ſuddenly caſt off use 
Should we again be rending and tearing 
one another by raveno s Oppreſſion ? and 
ruining one auother by unhappy Diviſions > 
Should not this wonderful Love excite ſuch 
bowels in our ſoftned hearts to one another, 
that we ſhould no longer be maintainin 
with unreaſonable rigid neſs one anothers af. 
ſumed Opinions, to the unſpeakable preju- 
dice ot Church and State? But rather be ſo- 
| 5 ; der ing 


D 8 J | 


_ Cering together into a perpetual Harmony, 
by mutual cord ſcenſions and complarices ; 
thereby ending our unproticab'e janglings in 
indiſſolvible Unity Shall not we, who have 


partaken of this tavour iogether, liye always - 


| rogether in the beauty and glory of undiffem- 
bled Friendſhip, and unſeigned Love > And 


if this effe q ſhall not follow our being delivs. 
red together, tis to be feared, the eflect of 


fuch diſorders will be no other than to be de. 
ſtroyed and cut off together. Oh then let 
- the Kindneſs of God to us, ſweeten oar tem- 


pers to one another; and let us be ſo fully | 


united together, that all our Affecttons may 
make but oe channel of Love, that fo the 


God of Lone muy dwell among us. For as 
_ this fincere adhcrence to one another by 


Love, would be moſt effectual tio prevent 
the debgns of enemies again us; (who de- 
ght to ſee and ſow our Diviſions) ſo it wou d 
be ſo grateful an improvement of deliverance, 


that God Would more readily continue it tio 
us. What then remains? But that we ſhou do 
hy aſide Pride and Prejudice, and Self defign- | 


ings ; and ſtanding to the compleat and un- 
alterable Rules of Worſhip, and Principles 


of Religion, laid down in the bleſſed Word, 


ben, kterth (I lay we ſhould) dwell in moſt 


beautiful Unity, and worſhip our God as far 


as can be, in a moſt deſitable Uniformity, _ 
_- S$h:uld we again become formal and hy- 
- pocriicl in our ſolemn Worlblp ofthe great 
ET — 00 7 


| 


[83:3 : 
God? Mere this a ſuitable return for Sods 
delivering | to mock him with diſſemboling 
*ervices, and weary him with hcartieſs Ot- 
ferings ? Are Nrdinance: continued, and the 
glorious $12-ſh ne of the bleſſed Goſpel pre- 
ſe:vd uncloudei; and ſhall we requite the 
Lord no etberwiſe, than by profaning and 

1 To 
Oh the price we ſhould ſer, the value we 
ſhould have of our Ordinances ! What are 
theſe but the Wells of Sal -ation, the Con- 
duits of Grace, the Enſigus of eternal Glo- 
ry, the Food of immortal Souls, the Pledges 
and Models of eternal Loves, the bleſſcd 
Mounts of Glory; in which are the cleareſt 
Reſemblances of Heaven, the ſweeteſt Re · 
freſhments on Earth, the moſt lively ſtamps 
of Divine Majeſty; and the moſt bleſſed Ap- 
pearances and comfortable V ifits of Chriit ? 
And can we conternn ſuch Enjoyments, with- 
out abominable Ingratitude ? Are they gt- 
ven to us by a new deliverance ? let us ſhew - 
our efteem by a new improvement. Never 
be ſo backward to attend them, fo careleſsds F 
under them, fo unanſwerable to them here- "Hg. 
after. Let God fee that his kiodnefs is nor 
loſt, his coſt is not in vain, but that you en- 
deavour a faithful return to what he doth for 
„„ PEST 3 
But into what a large Field am I entring? 
Let all ſins be reformed, let all holineſs be 
embraced; be univerſal in reformarion of 
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Known 


| 1 
known ſins, though I cannot be particular in 
the enumerarion of them; mind every parti- 
cular duty, though I can name them but uni- 
verfally ; let the love of God ia delivering, 
. conſtrain you: And that the deliverance may 
have greater influence upon you, I ſhall lay 
- down before you in a few particulars. the 
c 
. The greatneſs of our deliverance 15 
- mantfeft and apparent from the conſideration 


. _y power hath reſcued us. The mana · 
Bert of the deſigm for Fur ra 
of murdering Cam; th 


; uins. are the Race 
bloody Off-ſpringof 


., devouring Canin; whofe monſtrous cru- 
© Elties are divulgd in every corner of the 


world, recorded in innumerable Hiftorics ; 
_experienc'd in many Nations, known in Ger- 
1 f land. . „ n ; 39 wH 

Ĩ)he moſt barbarous Inhabirants of the 


Ve are wofully acquainted with them in Eng- 


World can't parallel their inhumane Maſla- - 


cres: the moſt deſperate wretches in Hell 
can t exceed their practis d Cruelties. Theſe 
Hell- bred Salamanders delight only in ruining 
tires; theſe patriſating Children of che grand 
Murderer, love no drink like the fulſome li- 


, quor of Innocents blood 5 theſe Apo | tes | 
| from humane cature, can ſolace themſelves 


with no pleaſures like the tormenting butch* 
. . 3 14 k 
erung; of humic 1s Jalncs. How cruel are 


of the Enemſes from whoſe hands an Al- 


mam, felt in Paris, 886 in Ireland ; and 


their 


©  & 
their tender mercies ! how, favage is their 
ſweeteſt carriage to thoſe that ſubmit not to 
that burdenſome yoak that ne ther we nor 
our Fathers could bear! What love can an(- 
wer the kindneſs of our God in giving cſcapes 
ſrom theſe mercileſs Lions, from theſe PiA. 


* 


ures of malicious. Satan, and fire breathing 


Dragons of the infernal Pit2 Can we do kefs _ 


than make our ſelves compleat Holocauſts by 
tte, flames of afce ding affections, to our 


gracious God, who hath deliver d us from 
being dacrifices to theſe molt. cruel beaſts of 


prey? Had not theſe men been thus depene- - 


-Ferocity, tc could never have attempted 


the contuſion and ruin of ſu 
unmeriting a People as wg, 1 
Bur thefe em; ty Pretender; to Chriſtianity 
could never have accompliſhd their ſincere 
_ deſigns of deſt:oying us, had they aot im - 
pudently laid the ground of all this wicked 
neſs with the Orient colour of ſpe; ious Re- 
ligion; and ſo. pr. ſerv d deluded Souls from 
the diſturbing flaſhes of unſtupifi d Conſci- 
ence. But the Prigeigles of their avowed 
Religion wacranting ics Patrons in ſack Im» 
jeties, ang defending ſuch damnable Courr 
es, hath, animated, their cruel, minds with . 
mighty expectations ot renqwaing Merit by 
lack Bloody Erbe zn 
hu; K 42 tran N rming 1 themſelves into 
Angels of Light, have. ſeduced. a blinded 
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uch innocent ana 


— 


Multitude, and by thi: po ver ful Engine have 
ain d innumerable A lies to promote a De- 
lign moſt diametrically oppoſi e to Reaſon 
and true Religion. Thus Religion is us do 


deſtroy the Religi us; and Pol cy cloathing 


it ſelf with the Title of Piety, infinuates un 
ſpeakable Vigour into infatuated Mo-tals in 


the purſuit of gainful deſign through grea- 


teſt difficulties. And had not the Almigh- 
ty diſcountenanced tuch Religion by bla- 

ſting deſigns promoted by it, their Reli 
n had brought our ruine, and the ſh:- 


g dow ot Rehgion had conſumed the ſub- 


ſtance of it. Now what favour have we 


; found with God, that he ſhould diſappoint - 


a Contrivance manag'd by thoſe who had 


greateſt Allurements imagina le 


_- Hence were the Wonderful incirements to 


that unwearied Induftryhow viſible among 
them, to confound: and deſtioy us. Some 
drops of their Blood they could und unte- 
ly part with, that they might drink ſome 
draughts of ours. What Charges could 


' ſeem too burdenſom 10 them, to diſcharge 
be World of ſuch Heréticks as we are ac- 


counted by them? How were their Breaſts 
like threathing Thunderfclouds, whoſe Va! 
pours never leave working till they vent 


themſelves with amaſing Terrour to the 


trembling 


gain'd in ſo many Confederates by the de- 
luding Pretences of Religion 2 which is able 
to make its ſe:/uced Zelots do more than the 


— — 


85 J : 
trembling World? How have their Heads, 
Hearts, and Hands, been willing, contriving, _ 
reparing for many years Ha have they 
Lon; as is ſaid of the Princes of 1/ae/,Ezek. 
22. 6. Every one to their power to ſhed blood ð 
No Harmony, no Help, no Hearts, no Hands, 
no Power, no Puiſe was a long while want- 
ing in attempting this Murdering Atchieve- 
ment. What greater Deliverance was ever 
beſtowed on a People than this, when all the 
Forces of Hell and Rome with its Allies, are 
defeated e CE YE Pa] | 
Hao might I make this appear from the 
wonderful height of Power they were by ail 
their endeavours arrived at: From the great- 
neſs of the danger, as molt wickedly kept ſecret 
by means of inviolableObiigarions and Oaths, 
which laid thoſe that were conſcious to it. 
under the greateſt incapacity of revealing o. þ 
it: From the abominable Engagings of rot- 1. 
ten Members to defiroy the body they bes 
long d to, and cut off the Head that was o- 
ver them: From Aſſiſtances forreign Enemies 
roviiedand promiſed againſt u; But what 
aih been ſpoken, ſufficiently ſpeaks the 

greatneſs of our Deliverance, with reſpect to 
the perſons contriving our Deſtruction. | 

2. It appears from the conſideration of 
that miſcrable Deſtruction we were appoint- 
ed unto, all t he ſe ſubeile heads and bloody 

hands are not at work 1 acoomplith * 
2 e 
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Deſtr dion Their Throats, enlarg'd as 


Hell, would never be ſatisſied with Per onal 
Revenge; no leſs than a Na'iun, yea, Na- 
tions of Proteſtants, can make up a ſingle 
Neal for theſe ſavage Blood hound: Theſe 
tyrannical Neos are for the cutting off the 


Necks of all Chriſtians at a blow. No leſs 
B5nefire would ſerve their turn, than the 


horrid Conflagrat ion of a Whole Nation. A Dio. 


cleſian Pet lecution was nothing to this belliſſi 


Enter p. iſe and attempted Deſtiuctian. How 
fain would Amichiifl have waded to an en- 
vied Throne to the neck in the blood of op 
Tots Martyrs. Ak EH | 
- Had it not been a Deſtruction nene like 
unto 1: > Had not Rome out don: its former 
Craeltics > Had not this dreadtuld diy-been 
a None ſuch > Come, and ſce. What ſhould 


you have ſeen ? Had this Denign dien per- 


tected, yu had-ſeen or heard, It alive, in- 


numerable Troops of frighttul Warriors, 
"fierce in Coun:enance, more in Carriage, 
breaking forth, Hke the Plunderers of Troy 
| from that tatal Horſe, from the Bowels of 
our Land: You had ſeen the diſguiſi g Vi- 
z ards of diſſembling Friends thrown off, and 


ie gs Og. Mark of the Beats com- 
˖ 


frau: worn by chauſands of our unſuſpect- 
ed Iahabitauts: You might have ſeen an a- 
ttonithing Force of forreign Idolaters admit 
ted to enter our Fngliſh Coaſts by the trea- 
e R cherou3 
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cherous hands of mercenary Subje ds: You 
might have ſeen the horrid Infruments of 
undreadcd Death brought from their unſear- 
ched hoards, ready to be prov.d ca thy own- 
body. Sh, dreadtul day, none like it“ 
W 8 thof: unt houę lit ot Enemies had ſhown 
them'elves in warlise poſtures, armgd with 
!nvin.ibl: Power, wing'd with N y Fury, 
elo sd with undarned Cours ge, afilted 
Wich large Auxikaries; ; what the en bad been 
the Work? Como and ſe: IL ben hid the 
Streets been dy d with a Sea, of Crimſon- 
blood, the Channels ran down wr h theT ves 
of maſlacted Chriſt ane: I hen bad oor boir 
ed Coors in, nocturnal {1 ence deen eb 

2 and or ſlet pr Bgies dragd fr 
ir Leſting Beds and tuo gd dy $A 
3 Then had our m: angled Carcall: 88 
been fl rew d in our praceeſs | rreets, to be 
trampled on like dirt by aur Fogs: Thea hast 
our Weapons, prepar'4 tor our Alen. 
en murdcring pie es for our Enemies {or 

vice: Then had there been leme Jceing in 
amaze, ſore hghting in comuſion, ſome turn- 
ing out of fear, ſome tortur'd for nat turn- 
ing Oh black ard ęloomy day! 1henhad 
our ſtately Now: become a Prey to the 
| fierceſt of Elements, as well as we to the fier- 
ceſt of Men: I hen had the defire of our eyes 
been taken away with a blow, we our ſelves 
not DOS: T * the noiſe or̃ bitter 
Lamen- 
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Lamentation, though nothing prevailing, 


been heard in gur Streets; the Shrieks of 


the wounded piercing our hearts, i he fight 
of the Dead amazing our ſpirits Oh, what 


| had they done? Come and fee. How had 


the places of ſhelter been places of greateſt 
danger how had it been in vin for un 
at med men to oppoſe z: turiovs Crue of well 
_Equipag?d Souldiers “ How fruitleſs had it 
been to flee, when dangers wee unknown | 
How ſad had it been to behold tender Infants 


rent from the bodies of their rifled Mothers, 


and caſt ints their Flames Who could have 


endm d the ſight of Sucking Babes ſnarch'd . 


from their Mothers breaſts and daſh d againſt 
deſtroying ſtones? Who could have ſeen 
them ſprawling on the tops of Pikes and 
hurld into cruel flames ? without bleed» 


ing hearts? Oh the gaſtly vifages of the 
once moſt beautiful Objects, that then had 


been mard with deforming wounds! Oh 
what a deliverance is this, to be thus far 
freed, to be thus long delivered from ſuch 
A a Peftrudtion ! Oh let this Mercy obtain its 
bͥ̃eſign, lett the things we have feared ſhould 

come uqon us. „„ | | 
3. The greatneſs of this Deliverance will 
appear on the conſideration of the condition 
- we were in, who were deſign'd to be de- 
ſtreyed. Conſider we but the daring provo- 
cations we have given the N to for · 
fake us, it appears a Mirrour of Mercy es 
| 8 3 ;- 
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my patience by rebellion, and my guodneis | 


mal Surprizai? the migh:y men would nut 


ive Joſt their couragious hearts, and we 


he Hould [pare us. Might he not juſtly ha ve A 
laid, Now will I eaſe me of my Adverſaiies M4 
and avenge me on my Evemies : Now will 
I make known the dread of my unregarde:1 

ewrath, for their impenitent ſinning: Now 
wil! 1 ſhew how bitter a thing it is to abulte 


by offending ? But now behold, his bowels 
wrought in him; he delivered us rebels, re- 
frued us finiul wretches : and who can but 
lay to heart this mercy ? 

Ho he pleis had we been in ſuch a diſ- 


have found their bands, the valiant would 


{auld have been but terrour round about. 
But the miſery of our condition had lain 
in our unreadinel; to have-encountred the 
King of Terrours, to have foliow'd that a- 
mezing Meſſenger to the dreadful Tribunal 
of the Eternal God. How unſit had we 
been to die at a moments warning? How mi- 
ſerable had thonſands be: n to whom all ſpace 
of repem ing had been ended, whole preſent 
miſery had been the beginning of eternal 
torments, whoſe unprepared Souls had been 
ſent to the place prepar d for the devil and 
his angels? Oh then that now we could lay 
to heart theſe Kiches of Grace that continues 
a preparing ſpace: Hb Patience expects Re- 
pentance. Let not our prolonged days be 
pent in provoking bim any longer; let u; 
| | | not 
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not now be treaſuring up wrath to the dar 
Of wrath. | : NT . 
1 might ſhew you the greatneſs of this 
| Deliverance, by the nearneis of the Deſtru 
cCtion it was in; all was almoſt concluded, 
oar -Paiting bell rung, the day was preſum d 
to be their own, and delivered, as Daniel, 
from the very jaws of Deftruttion, from the 
very mouths of our Enemies. Oh wonder- 
ful gene“!!! * 
An mott fitly might I mention the 
of Our Deliverance „ : 

Ho did this ſweeteſt Honey come from 
the Lions carcaſs * Men of their own Par- 
ty muſt impatt it to us; thoſe of their 
own Conclave are means, under God, to 
deliver us from their own Couniels. Oh 
the wondertul Au hority of God, thar 
wrought on their Conſctences ſo long be- 
num d) Oh the Viſcom of God, that 
werks by contrary means! No Violence 
conſtrained them, but What the Almighty 
_ uſed wich them, no Policy induced them, ſo 

much as Divine Power. ps 


. 


means 
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Uſer: 


Is it the defign of God in delivering, to 
reduce fram fin, and oblige to Hotinefs ? | 
Let us then examine our ſelves, whether we 
have anſwer? thelc holy deſigns ef our gra- 
civus God. Oh Reader, faithfully ask thine 
— 3 own 
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own heart, Have I not been as looſe and pro- 
fane, as vile and vain, as carnal and formal 
as ever | was before? What inducement 
hath rhis gracions preſervation been to the 
reformation. of my Life > What Sin have [I 
faithfully forſaken? what difpieating Lift 
have 1 unfeighedly lefr > what ſpiritual Obe- 
dience have I civfed wiihal,; fince I enjoyed 
this unſpeakable Mercy 2 Doth not thy Con- 
tcience accuſe thee of thy regardleſne ſs of 
ir e Doth not thy heart ſmite thee, for not 
obſerving the Duties thou art oblig'd to by 
it? Ahaſueras would know what was done 
to Mordecai, for the good deed he had done 
for the Kingdom. Ack thy felf; What good 
hath been done to God for all the good deeds 
he hath done for thee + What hath been 
done to him For his delivering of thee 2 
Haſt thou not ſinned the more againſt 
him, and turn'd his Grace into wanton- 
neſs ? Is that a meet requ tal for his kind- 
neſs? Are Pride, Drunkenneſs, Senſuali- 
ty, fit Votive Tables for our merciful e- 
ſapes ? Oh let not this Mercy be lolt for 
want of improvement, left you never enjoy 
ſuch another Remember, the laying off 
and trecing tnee from puniſhmenr, lays ob- 
ligationz upon thee for dutiful Obedience. 
Mercies are to be like ſhowers on Valleys, 
making them fruitful; as a grain of corn 
ſovyn in the tilled earth, biinging tcrth a Pen: 
5 5 | 1 tiful 
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not now be treaſuring up wrath to the day 
ot wrath. 

I might ſhew you the greatneſs of this 
Deliverance, by the nearneis of the Deſtru 


ction it was in; all was almoſt concluded, 


oar -Patting bell rung, the day was preſum d 
to be their own, and delivered, as Daniel, 
from the very jaws of Deftruttion, from the 


very mouths of our Enemies. Oh. * 


ful goodneſs / 
An] mott fitly might I mention the means 
-of our Deliverance - 5 
Ho did this ſweeteſt Honey come fo. 
the Lions carcaſs ? Nen of their own Par- 
ty matt impatt it to us; thoſe of their 
own Conclave are means, under” God, to 


deliver us flom their own Countels. Oh | 
the wondertul Au hority of God, that 


_ wrought on their Conſctences fo long be- 
num' d: Oh the Viſcom of God, that 
works by contrary means! No Violence 
conſtrained them, but what the Almighty 
uled with them, no Policy induced them, ſo 
much as Divine Por. 
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Is it the defi ian of Gol in delivering, to 


reduce from kia, and oblige to Hotinefs ? | 


Let us then examine our ſelves, whether we 
have anſwer? i theie holy deſigns of our gra- 
ciuus God. Oh Reader, faithfully ask thine 

on 
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„ 
own heart, Havel not been as looſe and pro- 
fane, as vile and vain, as carnal and formal 
as ever | was before? What inducement 
hath this gracions preſervation been to the 
reformation. of my Life > What Sin have J 
faithfully forſaken? what G#pieaſing Loft 
have 1 unfeighedly lefr > what ſpiritual Obe- 
dience have I cloſed wWihal, fince I enjoyed 
this unſpeakable Mercy 2 Doth not thy Con- 
tcience accuſe thee ' of thy regardleſneſs of 
it e Doth not thy heart ſmite thee, for not 
obſerving the Duties thou art oblig'd to by 
it? Abaſuerus would know what was done 
to Mordecai, for the good deed he had done 
for the Kingdom. Ack thy ſelf. What good 
hath been done to God for all the good deeds 
he hath done for thee? What harh been 
done to him For his delivering of thee? 
Haſt thou not ſinned the more againſt 
bim, and turn d his Grace into wanton- 
neſs ? Is that a meet requ tal for his kind- 
neſs? Are Pride, Drunkenneſs, Senſuali- 
ty, fit Vet ive Tables for our merciful e- 
ſapes? Oh let not this Mercy be lolt for 
want of improvement, left yoirnever en |jI\} 
ſuch another Remember, the laying of jj. 4 
and treeing thee from puniſhmenr, lays ob- | 
ligationz upon thee for dutiful Obedience. 
Mercics are to be like ſhowers on Valleys, 
making them fruitful; as a grin of corn 
ſown in the tilled earth, bi inging tcrth a plen- 
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tiful crop of expected fruit. God hath ſown 
the ſecds ot his Mercies, let not the Devil 
reap a crop of Sin. Oh how might | plead. 
with yon, as loving Fenathan with nard- 
hearred Saul: 1 Sam. 19, 4. Let not the King [in 


againſt David, fr be bath not ſinned againſt thee; 


and becauſe lis works are gd Oh ler not us fin 


ag.inſt God; let us not rebel againſt him; 
e never dealt unjuſily with us, but his deeds 
are good. He is ever working for us #le 
is ever heaping up Mercies, {hall we ſin a- 


gainſt him ? It will be better not to receive 
a Nercy, than not to be bette: d by it. Oh 
come now and conſider with your {elves ſay 
wich thy ſelt, Hath God in his Providene 


made me a freeman from Popiſh Slavery, 


and ſhall I make my ſelf a Slave to Luſts, 
and a Vaſſal to the Devil 2 Shall God con- 
rinve my Life, and hall I caſt it away as 


- - worth nothing ? Oh examine your ſcives 


how you have acted, Plate, ſeeing any di(- 
orderly, would ſay, am I ſuch an one Thou 
ſeeſt many go on ia ſin, ask thy ſeif, Am not 


I ſuch on one? Do not goon in ſin, ask thy 


ſe f, Am nat I ſach an one? Do not Igo on 
in fin? What a folly is it in us, that we uſe. 


ſpectacles ro fee others faults, more than look - 


glaſles ro ſee our own 2 Learn the Art of Self- 


reflection, and that is the way to Sell- refor- 


1 Wn 
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Is it Gods deſign and deſire to reduce us 
from fin by theſe merciful method: ? Then 
lot us not fooliſhly cauſèe the Lord to uſè 
more forcible and fearful meane, to effect this 
in ue. Let us not force a gracions.God out 
vf his delighrtu® ways ot Mercy. Why 
ſhould we make him be doing his works of 
Judgmene, ſince he declares his un willing- 
reſs to it? Shall we turn his Scepter into a 
Rod? Shall we drive away thoſe preciuus é 
Mercies by finful courſes, which, with mourn-„ 
ful hearts and wringing hands, we ſhall be 
glad to be recalling? Shall we make our 
S0 wers of Mercy end in Floods of Venge- 
ance ? Shall we wieſt the Sword of Juſtice 
out of the Sheath of Patience, and violently 
pull down Vengeance on our own heads ? 
WII you tell the Lord, you are weary of 
his Mercies, and will never regard them ? 
Will you declare in the preſence of God, that 
if he will not pour out his Vengeance, and 
diſplay his Juſtice, and make your IPlagues 
wonderful, that you will not fear him, nor | 
break off fins; Is your ſtrengch ſo great to 
ſtand before hie- Anper, that you are reſolute 
in provoking of him? Will nothing lerve 
your turn but deſtruction, and defolation, and 
undoing judgements? You mufl either ceaſe 
ſinning, or God will ceaſe waiting, and give 
| over 
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over favouring of you. God ſpeaks, Eze „. 


6. 3. how the Jews hed broken him with their 
wer heart ; that is, he tells them, they 


ſhould remember Calv. That he was turn d f 


from his graciovs purpoſes, with the violence 


their Gns'oifered to him; and that it was ty. 


their pe: fidiouſneſs he was brought to break 


off the courle of his mercies, Ihus God is 


broken off from ways of mercy, by/ our not 


| 15 breaking off our Ways of fin: 


The holy God i; reſoly'd to make us leave 


off ſinning one way or other: if his good- 


neſs cannot gain us, if his mercies cannot in- 
duce us, bis juſtice will come out againſt u, 


with a mighty hard, and an onteſtretehed arm. 
and with fury pon ed ttt, will I rule cer . Gd 
will bring us into iubjection by mercies or 


jucdgments; his fury ſhall do that his favour 


will not. But why ſhould we cauſe the Lord 
to be fo ſevere unto us? we weary man, but 
wil ye weary God alſo? Let us be con- 

_ ſtrained to amendment by his love, or elſe be 
muſt curb us by tormenting puniſhmenrs, It 

, Was faid of Iſra-l, Pal 8. fi. Iſrael would have 
none of me. Shall ir be fo (ail of England, 


bi that we refus d and ſlighted what God gives, 
and what he doth in way of mercy e. Shall 


it be ſaid we will have none of his mercies, 


none of fis deiiveranccs ? ſhall we not then 


: Dſeg. 


and by bis mighty power he will rule us. 
Ez k. 20. 33. K Ive, faith the Lord, ſurely. 
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Uſe 4. 

Is this the deſign of God in delivering? 
then wiſely make uſe of this as an Argument 
to invalide all future remptatien: to fin 
V hen finf il occaũons fer themſclves unto 
you, damp the hurtful influence of them by 
obje4ing to thy felf the unrealonableneſs of 
ſinning, after ſuch mercies confer'd upon thee. 
Thus 7eſeph did invalid te theeager aſſaults- 
of his wicked Miſtriſs Gen 39.9 How can I 
do this great wickh-duc(s, ard fin againſt God? 
e did not raſhly admit the remptation, 
but conſulted Conſcieuce, andtepell d it with 
this weighty Argument: Howcan I fin a- 
geüͤnſt a God tha hath of late been fo fa- 
vourable t> m-, hath delivered me trom death 
and advanced me to honour 2 Oa I cannot 
flight ſo much kindneſs. to pl-afe a ſinful 
humour: 1 willneve do it. VVhen then 
thou meeteſt with allurements to fin, rake to 
thy ſelt this cor: oborating diſſwaſive from 
it, and couragtonſly poſe all unworthy nio- 
tions to Rebellion y pondering on it. 


Inferenees frem the fecond Prop:ſition generning 
our proneneſs te n after Doliverances. 


1. Hence we ſes the abſolute Neceſſity that 
there is of Divine Power, to render any means 
effectual to bring £5 from w However pro- 


bable 
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bable means may be to efleck this end, they 


are not powertul enough without tne coo- 


peration of an Almighty arm ſuperadded to 
them. If rational Arguments were ſuffici- 


ent, ſuch as are drawn from infinite Mercy mi- 


ght be enough to charntour Wills to a loyal 


Obedience to our God; but we ſee that out 


ward Mercies, not conferring in ward Grace, 
cannot accompliſh ſuch difficult work, The 
chie feſt engine that draws the heart of man 
from fin, is Mercy; but tis the arm of God 
muſt faſten 1: to the heart of man. and Divine 


Power that can only attract him by it Mercies 


are only cords, whcih Divine Power uſes to 


draw men from fin It Moral Perſwaſions were 


ſo wonderfully effectual in converting Sin- 
ners, as ſome would have them, it is ſtrange - 
men cannot overcome themſelves to torſake 


their fins, by the confideration cf the merci 


ful Pre ſervations, and gracious Deliverances 


the almighty beſtows upon them: Strange it 


+: rren cannot be perſwaded to ceuſe provok- - 
ing God to, Judgements, by the declaring his 


unwillingneſs to them by the experiences of 
deliverance from them. But how do we 


experience the ineffettualnels of outward 
Mercies, whatever valid motives - may be 
drawn from them What need then is there 


to apply our ſelves moſt frequentiy to the 
Throne of Grace, for heavenly Influences on 


, earthly Bleſſiags? How ſhould we earnefily 
crave the concurrence of God's Omnipoten- 


- 
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„ 
cy, for the bettering of us by the confluence 
of Mercies beſtowed upon us ? Jai. 48. 19. 
The Lerd teaches to profi-. In the greateſt abun 
dance of Means vnd Mercies, we ſhall have 
no profit, wi hout the aids and afliftance of 
God; He muſt teach us to improve Delivo- 
rances, to gain by his Goodneſs, When 
cords of Mercy are put into our hands, let 
us lift up our hearts to the Father of Mers 
\ cies, and cry, Draw us, and we will follow 
' thee, When Metrcies are ſown like preci. 
ou> ſeeds moſt plentifully amongſt ts, let us 
implore the ſhowers of Divine Bleſſing to 
make us fruitful by them. When ſuch in- 
valuable Talents are put into our hands, let 
us ſeek to the Almighty for ſtrength to work 
with them. Plead with the Lord to deli 
ver thee from ſin, by his Deliverance: ; ro 
give thee the incomes of his Grace, to im- 
prove thy Life miraculouſly continued thee. 
| Leave not the Throne of Grace til Grace is 
given thee to leave thy ſins: Ceaſe not to ini? 
portune the Almight ies help againſt thy 6s, 
till he hath delivered thee from them, as ne 
hath done from thine enemies. Ackuows - 
ledge thine own weaknefs, and ſo thou wilt 
engage the ſtrength of God: Tell him with |! 
holy boldneſs, that now he hath g'ven thee + . {i 
his Mercies, thou caoſt not be contentwith- Y\ | 
out his Bleſſing with them. Let temporal Þ} 
Deliverance edge thy appetite after ſpiritul!l 
and eternal. Thou wy but half a Mercy, 
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till thy Soul is better d by a Deliverance, 
whether it be from Enemies, or Sickneſs, 
or any other diſtreſs or danger. 
2. Are we fo prone to fin after Delive. 
rance? Then hence be warned to be very 
watchful upon the enjoyment of ſuch a Mer. 
ry. Oh that we, who enjoy ſo eminent eſ- 
cares from danger, might uſe cur greatest 
Induſtry to prevent our prececding in fin ! 
Let us forthe our ſelves againſt ſuch an evil 
practice, Make conſcience of what you do 
in a delivered condition. Let us no longer 
. careleſly run on in our fins, but ſeriouſly 
conſider the inducements We have to a holy 


| | Life. 


Now in order to prevent our proceed- 
Ing in fin, admit this ſerious counſel, and 
bblerve theſe Directions: 3 | 

t. Make frequent Reflections on the great 
Deliverance in part beſtowed upon us. When 
the Creator of the ends of the Earth ſurvey'd 
bis glorious Works, he ſaw they were good 
and delighted in them; and he greatly de- 
lights that we ſhould be freqent in Medita- 
tions of his glorious Works of Creation and 
Providence, and live in perpetual admirings 
of them, applauding the ſhines of his Power 
Wiſdome, and Mercy in them. The- leaſt. 
of Gods Works deferve the admiration of 
the greateſt Angel in Heaven. Inconſi de- 
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rate pe, ſons gain little advantage by Ge | 


F 
moſt conſiderable Mercies. Were our hearts 
more thankful, we ſhould make a particu : 

lar Computation and exact Chronology f 
daily and yearly Mercies. The forgetful- 
nels of Mercy is the ground of our forſaking 
God after them. I is mighty effectua] to 
ballaſt our hearts againſt impetuous inclinas 
tions to fiv, to be much in conſidering what 
God hath done for us. 5 5 
Hence the People of Iſrael were admoni- 
| ſhed to be frequent in reviewing theic fad 
condition in Egyptian bondage, with the 
bleſſed eſcape given them from t. Deut. 25. 
I, 2. 5, &c, Men thou art come into the Fraud 
thou ſpalt ſpeak and ſay, A Syrian read) to 
periſh was my father, and he went down into 
Expt, and becnme there a greas nation, and 
the Egyptians intreated us if, and the Lord 
brought us forth out of Egypt with a mighty band, | 
and outſt re tched ar m,and with greas terrviblencſs, '\} 
&c. I hus they were to make a frequent 
cc mmemoration of their miſerable ſtate, and 
merciful eſcape. In like manner it were ne- 
ceſſary for us to look back on what we late- | 
ly were, and ſay, A little while fince I was 
at the gates of Death, by the ſubtile con- 
ti ivances of Popiſh Enemies; a little time 
Faſt I had near teen devoured by the aws ] 
of thoſe preyirg Lions: Some few monts 
are-paſt ſince the Nation was in danger of 
being involv'd zn incomparable Miſerie ] 
it hath almoſt been made a Stage for the acts- | 
1 e ing jufy 
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[ing a bloody Tragedy, an Altar on which 
had been facrificed innumerab'e precious 
Lives, a Prey to Roman Fury; and now bez 

bold (bleſſed be the Lord) the Scene is change 
ed, the Curtains of Se:recy that covered 
| - the naſty vault of Popiſh Confpirators, i; 
i happily drawnaſide; the God of our lives, 
4 by his overawing Majefty, hath influenced 
the hearts of Enemies ro detect the- Snare 
i they once did cndtavour to lay. Should we 
not then argue, Should I that was fo larely 
# in ſuch danger of loſing my precious life, 
now ſquander it away as a contemptible 
thing > Should I thus lately experiencing 
mercy from God, manifeft my ſelf by wick- 
ed courſes to be a rebellious Enemy to him ? 
Should not the thoughts of the death dan- 
ger, and miſerable calamity God hath brought 
me from, bring me unfeignedly to love him, 
and conſtantly to yield obedience to him ? 
Let us therefore, to prevent procecding 
in fin, reflect on the kindneſs of God: Se- 
riouſly think how miſerab'e thou halt been 
without the Deliverance. Oh miſerable 
| Rate, had it not come! Enemies raging, it 
not reigning ; Goſpel corrupted, if not re- 
moved; Lives endanger d, if not deſtroyed. 

How bad we been fleeing on Monntains, 

biding in Dens, or burning in Flames, vor- 

tur'd with Racks! How had we been with- 
out Bread to eat, Houſes to lodge in, or elſe 
all robbed by thoſe pilfcring Papiſts, 4 not 

* * | Lurnt 
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burnt by their korrid mal ce, which is e 
nough to put the whole Univerſe into miſe- 
rable Conflagrations! How ſhould we me- 
dirate how ſeaſonably Deliverance came !- 
we helpleſs, careleſs, and ignorant, then 
was it that his mighty arm brought a bleſ- 
ſed Salvation to u. Behold, how unwor- 
thy we were of fuch a Mercy, of fuch a 
Deliverance! A ſinful. rebellious people, far 
us to partake of ſo much favour, is the great: 
eſt Mirrour in the World. Now can we 
forget this goodneſs? If we have no memo? 
r.ez to retain Me cites, we foon may have 
no Mercies to retain in memory Or can 
we fin in the fight of ſuch kindneſs ? We 
fhall never ſee ſuck a glorious Deliverance, 
if we ſin in the face of this. Oh let us often 
ſay as thoſe, Numb, 23. 22. Phat hath the 
Lord wrought among us | Oh'what a gloriovs 
Work was this, embrolderd with Mercy, 
ſet forth with the ſhines. of Wiſdom, and il- 
luſtrious by the impreſſions of infinite Pow - 
er! Oh forget not this Work! If we forget 
Deliverances, God may forget to deliver: 
Iſai. 17. 10, 11. They were made deſolate for 
forgettida the God of their Salvation. is 
krovn that the breaſts that afford the fweer- 
eſt Milk, will dry up, if not drawn; the 
breaſts of Mercy will be certainly dried 
up, if no benefit be drawn from them by a 
feri9:;5 reaemorarice, and faithful m . {if 
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ing of them Prayers and Tears are the 
beſt means to obtain Mercies, and a thank- 
ful remembrance will be the beſt way to 
have them continued to us Co 
2. To prevent thy proceeding in fin, 
think with thy (elf what Promiſes and Ob- 
ligations, what Pleas ard Arguments you 
would have made to the Lord, and urged 
bim with, to Have induced him to have gi. 
ven ſuch a Deliverance as tht. Would you 
not have promiſed, that if it ſhould pleaſe 
him to exerciſe his Power in ſaving of yon, 
you would engage, that to the utmoſt of 
your power you would ſerve him? Oh what 


RES « 


great obligations would you wiliingly have 


laid your ſelves under, to be freed from fo 
dreadful a Deſtruction as you were appoint 
ed to? What obedience, ſei vice, love, and 
reſpects, do ſiuners vow to God cn a Bed 
of ſickneſs, languiſhing to death? What 
wonld we have promr'd then, when no 
| leſs than a whole Nation was languiſhisg, 
and every Enjoy ment ready to give vp tne 


__ Ghoſt Oh. what folemn engagements to 


all poſſible obed ence would then have been 
made; Would you have promiſed theſe 
things, and will you not perform them? 
Lt the readineſs of God to do it without 
\ theſe engagements, make you more ready 
to do tho'e things than if you had engaged 
to do them. 3 Fe 
Confider alſo what pleas thou * 
—_— em Ve. 


„ 
have uſed with God 10 ſpare thee; think i} 
what arguments might have revailed 1 
with him to deliver thee; and let them 
prevail with thee to forfake fin. Thou. 


wculd not have ſaid, Lord, ſpare me to go 1 
on a while longer in rebellion agaiuſt thee; | 
cut me not off till I have diſhonoured thy 
glorious Name a little more ; give me my * 
| Ife to be a Drunkard, Swearer, Lyar, ab- 
bath b caker, yet a waile longer. Thou 
couloſt never have the impudence to plead 
thus, thou could& never imagine theſe Ar- 
guments could prevail; therefore uſe the 
coniiderations of Arguments which thou 
thinkeſt would prevail to curb thy heart 
from fa, as thou thinkeit would have been 
proper to prevail with God co deliver thee. 
And what are thoſe > Oh ſpare me, that I 
may Prepare for death] Oh give me ſpace, |! 
that 1 may repent of my fins, and reform! | || 
And let thy carriage be ſuch now in part dea 
livered, as may anſwer fuch motive: as theſe, 
which would have been uſed with God to 
deliver thee. Me | 
3. Conſidet how thou wouldſt carry to 
man, if receiving a thouſand times !maller 
kindneſſes from him. Oh the thanks hat 
ſhall be return'd.to Man for a ſmall favor! 11% 
What readineſs to do for Man, when doing 
for us? Should a Man fave us from periſh. |! 
ing, how ſerviceable ſhould we became unto 
bim? And ſhall kindneſs from ſinful crea- 
_ | dure 
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tures make ſuch impreſſions on our hearts, 
and the abounding goodueſß of the glorious 
God be diſregarded? We love man loving 
of us, and ſhall we not love a loving God 5 
We devote our ſelves to the ſervice of! our 
- earthly Benefactors, and {hall we be {> de. 
viliſh as to deny obedience to the great 
God, under all his benignity to us? Shall 
'GodJ have worſedzalings from us than men? 
Wouldf thou not offend an earthly Friend, 
and wilt thou offend a heavenly Friend? Wilt 
make nothing of diſpealing God, when he 

gives thee ſuch Mercies as all the Men oa 

Earth cannot beſtow upon thee? Oh let 
but this be conſidered, and ſurely thou canſt 
not Peri i än. 5 


Uſe 55 


Se here the unconquerable ſtubborneſs 
of mars heart. Oh bow do our hearts fland 


out- againſt God under all his dealings with <_ | 


us! We are an unpe: ſwaded generation. On 
wonderful obfinacy, that the ſweeteſt Me- 
lody of mercy cannot charm us! Oh what 
| hardned ſouls are in us, when the pleaſant 
diiſtillations of ſhowers of mercy upon us, 
cannot ſoften us! Oh what ftrong holds, 
nave fin, that the cords of mercy can't dra? 
us from them! On how hard is it to gain 
a Vitory over corrupted nature and accu - 
och d ins! On range ac agonz u we 
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have to fin, that the ſtrongeſt engagements 
can't bring us from it! Such is the ſtub- 

bornneſs of unchanged fouls, that whether 
God walks in ways of Mercy, or, paths of 
Judgement, they will go contrary to him. 
Oh the hardneſs to be lamented, that ap- 
pears among us ! Though the. Almighty 
hath done thus much for us; we have 
not to this day been duly affected with 
What he hath done. We have gone on 
frowardly, when God hath dealt moſt kind 
ly by us : we go on to provoke the eyes of 
his glory, when he hath made ſo muck 
of his glorious goodneſs paſs before us. Oh 
Rubborn ſouls, that will not regard the 
melting kindneſs of God / but do az it were 
reſ>ive, whatever God doth, they will fin 
againſt. him. Though he ſeck reconciliatt- 
on, they will follow rebellion : though he 


ſtrives to out do their Rebellion with mer 8 


cy, they will not lay down their Arme, but 
be avenged on his many merr ies. 


' Tyſerences from the third Propoſition concer- 


ning the hainouſneſs of ſin after delives © 


TaMnVcee | 


1. Is finning after deliverance ſuch hai- 
nous finfing ? Behold then What crying 
ſins are to be ſeen among us! Have we not 
{ins of the greateſt magnitude, who have 
mercies of the higheſt nature > Are not 
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Hur ſins worſe than Sodoms, when our mer? 
cies are abundantly more than that enjoy. 
ed ? Sins in England, are greater than fins 
in other Nations, that have not partaken 
ol ſuch 6gnal favours as we. We wonder 
God bears with Antichriſtian Reme, with 

. forreign Idolaters ; Alas their fins are not 
ol that nature that ours are. Our fins it 


may be are of leſſer infamy, but of greater 
guilt than theirs. Our fins are double; and 


the more our mercies increaſe, the more 
abundant aggravations belong to our fins. 
Are we not finners above all, that have fa. 
vours beyond any ? Our fins that are ſmall 
conſidered abſtractly, are great conſidering. 


the circumſfances of them. If ſmall fins 


will not ſtartle us, here are great fins then 
to amaze uz. Oh let our ſins that we have 
committed be more before us, that ſo the. 
ſence of their greatneſs may prevent our 

proceeding in them! VVV 
2. Hence ſee what need we have of great 


Repentance; an ordinary ſorrow will not 


anſwer our extraordinary ſins. Greateſt pro- 
vocations call for greateſt lamentations Oh 
what tears and lamentations can, be great 
enough for our horrid ſins? W hat ſighs can 
be deep enough for a Nation ſo deeply in- 
volred in ſin? Should not our mourning be 
as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the Val- 


ley of Megidden, every fami'y apart, every 


perſon apart o Should not Ninive be our 
5 8 ; preſident 2. 
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. 
preſident? Should not our England become 
a Bokim, and our Ian be overflown with 

tears 2 Oh what floo0.!s of tea 2 Oh what 
wailing and weeping ſhould be in a Nation 
living and waliowivg in ſuch iniquities? Re- 
pentance onely can prevent our ruine ; Re- 
pentance onely can make jultice to retreat 
Repentance onely can deliver us now delt- 
vered ; But where ſhall we finde it > Where 
are the Weeping cyes, the mourning hearts? 
Oh that repentance migrt. appear among 
us, leſt judgements appear againſt us! Oh 
that we could iay our {elves down at the 
feet of mercy by humiliation, that we may 
not be. laid dowa in a dreadful c eſolation, 
by the hands of juſtice i Oh that a hearty re- 
pentance might preventfour hiſiening ruine! 
'Oh that we might lic in breathing ſwears of 
Godly ſorrow, that we may not lie ſweltring 
in our blood! Our fias reach up to Heaven, 
let our ſorrow reach to heart. Oh that each 
part of unfeigned repentance might be really 
acted by us! e N 
Let us make a ſtrict inquiry into our ſins, 
commune with our hearts ; let us go the 
Circuit of our hearts and lives, and ſee the 
abominable fins to be eondemned there. Let 
us read the Book of Conſcience, and fee | 
- what fins we there ſtand indicted for. As 
Leiters wrote with the juice of Oranges, 
are not to be read but by the fire; Thus ſame 
have their fins written, and will not read 
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them now; but ſhall at laft read them by the 


fire of Hell. Lam. 3. 46. Let us {earch and 


try our ways, Oh we are ſenſeleſs of cur fins; 


but a {cnſelefs fick man is moſt in danger. 


Oh open your eyes then, and ſee what diſ- 


orders in heart, What wickedneſs in life! re- 
fuſe not a fight of thy fins now ; one day 


God will ſet them be fore thy eyes. 


Diſow n not the Cha ges that are againſt 
thee, without reaſon. Let us no longer ſew 

Fig· leaves on our ſins. The impartial Judge 
ot Heaven and Earth knows our crimes. 


Let ns therefore return and ſay, Father I 


have ſinned. Thus did thoſe, Lam. 5. 16. 
W be to us, we have ſinned.” David yeilded 

the caſe to Nathan, I am the man: mailt thou 
not juſtly ſay, lam the man that have been 


nothing the better for deliverance ; I am the 


man or woman have gone on in Pride, Sen- 


ſuality, with-ut repenrance, reformation 2 
Defend not thy ſins by excuſes, but Qwn 
them ; be convinced without turther demur, 
and condemn thy ſelf as a guilty malefactor. 


Then let us pour out our tears, and open the 
Flood- gates of Godly forrow ; and if we 


would eſcape, let us be like thoſe, Ezek. 7. 


16. Who were like Doves in the Valleys, mour- 
ning every one for their iniquity, Oh that our 
proud hearts might yield to this work! Our 
dry eyes be filled with tears. Let us fill Gods 


battle with our tears! What is weeping 


good for but to teftifie our ſorrow for fin f | 
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it cannot recover a dyi-ig friend, it mi a 
cy ing Nation: it cannot top the courſe of 
death, it may the corning ct judgements. 
Open then the windows of Heaven, ard 
break up the deep:, and let us make u 
hearty weeping. as may prevent he heavy 

_ judgements our great firs are Calling for. 
| Thenlct us make a holy reſolution, in the 
ſtrength of the Almighty, to ceaſe from cur 

ms. Say as holy Job, Job 31, 32. J I Have 
done ev I will do it 10 mo e. With holy 
iodigna ion reject thy former vil anies. Ch 
let our ſouls be raiftd to a deſerved hatre 1 
of theſe great iniquities, and let nothing 
con ent us, but the utter ruine of our rui- 
ning fins. Let us not de diſmai d at the di- 

. ficulty attending that bleſſed work: 

\ hard to deſtroy ſin, but will it not be har 
der to be dat ned for it ? If it be hard to 
bear the launching of th ſe rankei d wounds 

what will it be to bear the ſmart of the en- 
venomed arrows of divine juſtice for ever? 

Know allo, thou may | do ail things through 
Chriſt that ftrengthens thee ; then carry thy 
ſins with the ſolemnity of penitencial rears, 
to their eternal funeral. 4nd unleſs this 
reformation +thall attend thy repentance, 
thou te penteſt wi h an abſur d contradiction: 
Ihe beſt repentance is a new life. This is 
the beft repentance our hainous fins require; 
and all this is to be done in a mere than 
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| ordinary way, becauſe of the greatneſs of 
| 


our fins. . . 
22 If fins after deliverance are ſo great, 
Hence ſee how near judgments may be unte 
us, becauſe the meaſure of our iniquities wil! 
be fo ſuddenly filled. The patience of Hea- | 
ven wil hen be worn out with theſe daring 
| piovacations. As we are beaping up Sin, 
the Almighty is heaping up Wrath; and 
the greater ſins, the fosher the fire will be 
kindled ro confume us. The Lord in his 
.anercy is waiting to be gracious, backward 
to judgement ; but ſuch iniqu ities will ſoon =» 
_ wake his patience, and provoke his wrath. 
We read, Gen. 15. 16. that the Lord de- 
layed puniſhment, becauſe the iniquity of the 
|  Amorites was not yet full. The meaſure of 
| fin and Wrath are often filling many years; 
nnd according as fins are aggravated, judg 
ments approach faiter or flower. Thus Joel 
3. 13, God calls for Sickles to be put in, be- 
auſe the Farveſt was ripe, the preſſes were full, 
| ana the fats did overfl w. God will ſuffer fin» 
ners to ſtand fill they are come to their ſta- 
ture in ũn, and then he cuts them down, and 
males an end of them. Thus Chriſt ſpeaks 
to the Scribes and Phariſces, Ade. 23. 32. 
Ell ye up the meaſure of your Fut bers. i. e. Ye 
| will bc filling up the meaſure of their fins 
till the Lord comes and meaſures out judg- 
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ment to you, according to the meaſure of 
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| your fins Oh chen what .cauke have we to 
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fear, left rhe Vials of wrath ſhould fuddenhy | 
be poured out upon us Is nat the harveſt f. 
fin almoſt ripe ? or will nor theſe ſhowers ? 
of mercy ſudgenly ripen it? And then the 
fickle muſt be put in; a bloody cneny let 

in among us, that ſhall cut us down as the | 
reapers do the corn. Oh let us dread tze 
approaches of vengeance under the increafes |} 
of ſin and wickedneſs! The meaſures of | 
wrath have been Jong a filling; the iniqui . 
ties of our fathers are lay'd up for us, _ 
may be rewarded on our heads when the 
meaſure is full. We ripen_ apace for Judg- 
ments now; diſtrution may be at the 


door ere we know. = 


Inference: from the feurth and fifth Propyſiticns 1 5 
5 | concerning the deflruttive Mature. of Sinne ug. : . 
after dle iverance. = DL | 
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May deſtruction come after deliverance ? 
Then hence we mav le irn, that preſent im- 
punity can be no evidence of our future 
ſafety,  Merciesare not fo inſeperabely en- iÞ 
tad upon us, that juſtice cannot deprive ||] 
us of them. Preſent profperity may have a 
mournful ending in diſmal ahverſityj. Na- 
tional, as perſonal ſalvat'on from prefent | 
dangers, may end in deſtruction. The > | 
wings of our feathery. confidence had need ö 
che | 5 be | 
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be clipt, when we fondly preſume the AE 
mighty t>be-ever bound to deliver ſuch a 
peo: le as we, becauſe he hath or ce mo:e 
gu i-ufly Gone it, 2 Pet. 2 9 God reſerves 
the unisſt to judgment. The bird tbat eſ- 
capes nt toiers NET for onde May be after. 
deu: ds Call ht: we that we woncertully 8 
preerved from th. fnarcs of helliſh Potters, 
may at laſt be madea prey, if we grow. no 
more watchful. Our cloudy Heavens threa- 
ten new ſtorms. The world is very full 
of great and unexpe ed mutations: The 
tut nings of the wheels of Providence are 
; very ſwift and various. We may now as 
| - fuddenly be deſtroy'J, as we have often been 
Z delivered. Jud. 5. Aſter delivered, God deſt- 
royed theſe that believed net. The ſhip that 
evades the dangers ot the Sea more than 
once, may be ſwallowed jup in its Sands, or 
ſhat: Oed by is Rocks at laſt. 5 
I k be reprieved male factor may juſtly ex- 
pect his deſerved execution, after a little 
ſpace afforded Hor preparation. And in- 
truth, the relief our offended God hath given 
us, ſ:ems more like a Reprieve, than a delt- 
verance; and cauſe we have moſt ſeriouſly. 
. to fear, that ere long we ſhall experience 
= thar Jullice can defiroy, as Mercy can de- 
yer. Oar inpuaity is not from Gods 
| impoten.y, bilt patience 5 and that. may. 
ſoon be expir'}, We have cauſe to dread 
that awakening word, Jollh 24. 20. If e 
— Falale 
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forſake the Lord, then will be turn and do-you- 


hurt, after a'l ele goed he hath done you. Our 
not returning under good, will make him 
turn to do us harm. Proceeding in fig will 
ioterrupt the courſe of mercies, and intro 


duce ſcceſſions of judgments. You may 


be ſurpriſed with» ſudden miſeries, in the 


midſt of your fe gned ſafety. God will not 
always draw with cords of love. Heſ. 1. 


3. 4, 5. Id ew them with cords of a man, with 
bonds of love; that is, I dealt with them in the 
mot gractous manners, ſtriving to draw 


their rebellious- hearts into ſubjection; but 
ſince I cannot prevail, v. 5 They ſhall not go 
down to Egy;t, they ſhall have no ſhelter tbere, 
but the Aſſyrian ſhall be their King, and the 


[word fall abide in their cities, and devour his 


branches,” Thus may the dealings of God be 


changed, and cords of love be turned to 


chaſtifiag rods; to laſn the back: of ſtubborn 


fools. We cannot enſure the continuance 


of mercies, but by our compliance with the 
deligns of God by them. That which was 
. ſpoken to Epbraim, may fall upon us, He. 
9.11* As for Ephraim. his glory ſhall flee away _ 
like a bird We imagine we have mercles-- 
ſure as a bird in the cage: but as the door 
being opened the bird flies away, fo m-rcies.... 
will take their wings, and be gone from 
a ſinful people. Truſt not then to your 


preſent freedom, you may be enſlaved ; flar- 
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ter ret your. k ives in hopes of ferpetu.! 
d:liy. 1 Fance, USKr action may Come at lat. 

3. Vili this perſiſtence in {in haften lach 
certain at d mikrable tune hen fe what 
rculon here is to ſhaks off our pleaſing dut 
hurttul ſecurity, zEmining forme fearful 
thuughts, and a; Te thug our hearts with ap- 
pir henſi ns of our eminent dar ger. Un- | 
Willing we are to admit of uch Tru hs near, 
cur dc co) it g beats v nich. may ale ct us 
with fear or gricf: But 'tis far jrom the na- 
tweet wiſlmoRa;tcr our {elves into ruine; 
r to farcy cur ſr ves ſccare in a glorious. 

ParaGiſe, till we be miſerable in a Celola; 
wilterncfs.- I bree things, ſays Luth:r, will 
indo a Nur cn; Oblivion of Mercier, Peli- 
tek cortrivan 485 and Carnal Security. Well 
will ic be, it thele * not or Tine at 
laft. 

Ob wr. a' a fear tſs Age do we live in > we 
1 ſleep on pil os ſtuft with the fire of divine 
VENFCance: W e cry, Peace, Teace ani de- 
$:rucdon 8 15 coming. ow d we ftupifie our, 
Lenſcs, Sear cur ionic ncts, Jock up our 
Underſtz nd inge, to keep Out all tears in the 
midſt of m ſt arcadiul dar gers? M hat flu 
- rifying Opioms hath the Devil, rerfwa ed 
vs to fallow, that makes us; fo inindleſs of 
approachir.g/ miſeries e How do we fortifie 
cur ſelves With mull fond preſumptions a- 
gain the threws Cf vengeance deuouric'd 
tom Heavens Can fancyed ſaf:ty deliver 
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our Nation from Enemies, when we have 
no:i:ing elſe to ſecure u:? Cin empty bua- 
| ft ngs of conceited ability o defend ohr 
{elves, prevent the aſſaults ef Enemies, or 
deliver our Land from tte ruine deſigned? 
Will ſecurity in fin be ſufficient guard 
to preferve us from all Conſpiracies? Can 
neither God nor man do vs any harm, 
whilſt we imagine eur ſelves our of dans 
ger 2 Obros mſ2rrimos ! Oh miſerable Eng- 
Jad! Row do we ſurfeit with mercies, 
and wax ſick with the k:ndnets of Hea - 
ven, and yet fay, It ſhall be well with 
us? How do we wovnd cur (elves, when 
the Lod is Celivering, ard yet fay, Ihe 
Lord will go on to deliver 2 What Proſpe- 
rity do we promiſe our ſelves, whilſt God 
is ihreatning our ruine? W hat Halcy n. days 
do we vainly exfect, though Miſeries are 
ready to ſeize us? the dreadful Dooms that 
are threat ned to fo ſtupid a people in the 
Word of the Lord; Oh the ſad Calam i- 
tiles have come upon a people in this dondi : 
tn; f- WP 
Is not this the poſture cur Er mie; ſo 
greatly de ſire to find us in? What is their 
Work, but to lull us aſleep, and then to be 
butchcring of us2 What is the great con- 
trivance at this day of the PapiRts, and luch 
as afiect them, but to ſuppreſs out fears by 
cheating devices? knowing sur dec peſt ſe- 
curity wil de their greatelt advantage: 1hey AN 
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3 Fin +; 
know, our I hroats will lye open to be cut 
by their cruel hands, when once we have 


emptied our hearts of ſollicitous thoughts of 
de ruction. Hence, hence it is, iuſtruments 


are active to inform us deceittul:y, thit we 


are ſufficiently proyided againſt them : For 
this they inſtruct theirs and the Devils Mar- 
tyrs to obtrude on the World the higheſt 
Proieftations of Innocency : For this they 
ſtrain their throats ro ſwallow renouncing 


Oaths, which they will as certainly k-ep as 


ever they intended, which | fear wis not at 


all. Hence they force themſelves to a Pa- 


ri{h-Church, that we may cer-ainly think. 


| they cannoc belong to tne R:miſh Morher ; 


and that we may fancy, they cannot g2 
thence to contrive our miſe able ruine. Oh 


then if this be their plot, how have they 


got us by it? How do we pleaſe our enemies, 
and promote their deſigns, by our finfu! 


Security But ſhall we not fear the Ham. 


mer and Nail will cleave our Pates, when 


Siſera-like we are droll'd into fleep with a 


Lordly? Diſh of But -er and Honey? You 
may certainly believe this ſtupity ing Opium 
will be like the poyſon of Alps at laſt. 

Is not this the Poſture moſt have been in 


when Judgments came upon them > What 
wa there but careleſs and ſenſeleſs dotags, 


when that dreadiul Deluge furpriz'd the 


world of old? Mar. 24. 37, 38. How, 


unexpected was the ruine of Sodom and Go- 


— 
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 folation at laſt? Obſerve we but the fame 
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morrhq 2 How incredulous were the Jews of 
their ſad Captivities, and of their utter Dex 


of perſons when Judgments have been ain 
ed rom Heaven uron them, and we ſhall 
ind they were fearlels of any ſtorms, and 
- conceit: cly ſecure from any miferies When 
the Maſſacre broke forth in Paris, the crut l 
butchering was in Pelaud, the ruining Per- 
ſecutions and Diſtreſſes fell upon Germany, 
they were all inwolv'd in Lethargizal Di- 
ſtempers, beſotted with fatal Security. Tnis 
is the time the beaſis of prey have ever gone 
out to g'ut themſelves with fatning blood. 
This hath been the ſeaſon ever ſclected to 
manage the overthrow of Kingdoms. Yet 
examples do not warn us, but we fooliſhly 
ſeem refolv'd ro gratifie our enemies with a 
ſuitable ſeaſon to ruine us: Is rot this the 
poſture that God hath ſeverely threatned in 
his Word, to which he will ever de tatthtul ? 
Ilai. 22.13,* 4+ In that day the Lo:d of Hoſts 
called to mourning and weeping, and behold joy ' 
and pladneſs :' and it was revealed in my ears 
— Surely this Iniquity ſhall net be purged from 
you till you die, Nothing urges juſtice more 
to-confound a people with floods of Venge- 
ance, than Epicurean ſtupidity under awak- 
ening Alarums. Hath not the Lord threat= | \ 
ned, Prov..29. 1. He that being often reproved > | || 
and ſtill hardens his neck, ſhall be deſtroyed | 
| ſuddenty, and that without remedy? Why then 
do 


* 

12. They leaned upon Gad in ways of fin, 

| and ſaid, Is not the Lord among us 2 do we 

il NOT profeſs him,and worſhip him? Therefore 
hal ion for your ales be plowed as a field, 
”... gnd Jerufalem [hall become heaps, and the moun- 
\'s Naini of the Houſe,of the Lord, as the bigb pla- 
(es of the forreft, The Ark of the Lord could 
not fave the Iſraelites finning ; Jion will be 
no ſhelter for Hypocrites. i in vain to 
Hatter our ſelves with corceits of ſafety in 
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do we flatter our ſel ves, and cry Peace, peace? 
Shall we fay as thoſe? Zeph. 1. 12. The 


Lord will do neitber good nir evil. Will not 
God then ſay, as v. 13. Therefore hour good. 


ſhall beeome a booty, and your houſes a de ſolati- 


on Whatever may be the foundation our 


Security is builded upon, ſo long as provok- 


ning Sins are heaping up Wrath, Security 
| doth but haſten our Miſery. Tis poſſible 


we are incredulous that Judgments can ever 
deſtroy a People renowned in Profeflion as 


we; but fince our Profeſſion is but as Samu - 
els mantle, under which are ſhrouded moſt 


deviliſh fins, or as a carpet caſt over the 
mouth of Hell, it can never be a ſhelter far 


an outward ſhew of Godlineſs; that clay 


and Straw can be no icace from the ruining 


flames of Divine Vengeance. 


Awake, then irom brutiſh ſecurity, we. 
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fall to work to prevent the threatned ruine, 
by repentance and amendment. Fancy not 
your ſel ves beyond the reach of judgments 
but tremble in your fclves, that you may 
have reſt in the day of trouble. Make the +! 
Almighty your friend, that he may not be a | 
terrour in the day of Evil. Be afraid of 
all his judgments, For if you will not learn t 
fear that great and dreadfut Name, the Lord 
tt God, then will he make thy p'agues wond r- 
Ful, Deut. 28. 38. Is not deltruction coming 
afrer deliverance2 Are not dreadfui days 
approaching to us? Conſider thefe tew pa 
ticulars following, and you will ſee what 4 
cauſe we haves Rabe of ſecurity, and pre- 'F 
pare our ſelves ro meet the Lord in ways of 
- judgments, who have ſo long enjoy d the p| 
o of ö 
1. May we not e fear our ungrateſu 
carriage towards God, will haften his for- 
midable departure from ns? Unkindneſs 
ſhown to friends coming to us, will certain - 
ly diſcourage them from abiding with us, 
The happineſs of a Nation confifts above 
all, in the fruition of the favourable pre- 
{ence of God; and it by a regardleſs carriagg 
or diſpleafing behaviour, we provoke him to 
depart, our fudcen ruine will be the conſe- 
quence of his deſerting of us. H/. 9. 12. 
1% aiſo to them when I depart from them. 
There is that abſolute neceſſity of the pre- 
ſence of the Lord with a people, to n | 


1 
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them by his Counſel, to protect them by bis 


Power, to ſucceed them by his bleſſing in 


vic of ſaving means, to deliver theu in un- 
conquerable dangers, that it he withdraws ir 


from them, none of the things can be done 


by another hand. Hence the Lord, unwil- 


ling to ruins Feruſalem with bowels of com- 
paſſion cries eut, Fer. c. 8. Be inſtrucled, O 
Fernſa'em leſt my Scul cepart from thee, and thy 


land become deſolate and not inhabited. The | 
ſoul of a man is the vivifick principle, on the 


<A nab 
k Ss. 
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Seperation of which from the body, there en- 


ſues a death ; all ſtrength, counſel, beauty, 
leaves the Body. Thus when the Lord de- 

parts, the ſoul ct a Nation is gone, and then 
the nation is only a mouldring heap, and as 


a liveleſs carcals. We certainly Jooſe all 
good, When the preſence of God is with- 
drawn from us. If we by our ſins make the 


Almighty go away, be for our fins will take 
away all kind ot Mercies from us. De'1;, 3. 


1. 17. I will forſake them, The regardleſs A- 
theiſts of our age will ſay, Let him go, and 


Sd 


What then ? Ob, ſays the Lord, Then ſha! 
he be devoured, and many evils and troubles ſhal 

come upon ymu., fo that they ſhall ſay in that day 

re not theſe evils come upon us, b:cauſe the 


7 


Lord is not amongſt us? 


. 


Now may we vot fear God will depart 


from a people that behave themſelves fo 
- unkindly as we at this day? We fl ght bis 
— TED 3 5 Ws 4 enn preſence, f 


1 


E11 1 
preſence, abuſe his kindneſs; can we thine 
to be bleſt with his preſence long? We read + 
Hol. 8.3. Hrael hath caſt off the, thing that is 
good. So River found Grotius, and others that 
1s, Iſrael hath driven from it G-d the only 
good, hach made its kind/Benefactcr go a. 
Pay. Oh have we not done thus? have we 
not been driving e en from us; as 
weary of his Ordinances, tired with Goſpel 
 proffers, nauſeating Mercies, and deſpiting 
|  Deliverances? How can we think God can |! 
walk with us any longer, when we walk 
fo frowardly ard contraiy. to him? Amos 
3. 3+ How can two walk together, unleſs they be 
| apreed 2 thereby God ſhews them how im- 
poſſible it was for him to continue in ways 
- of mercy to them, ſince they refuſed to 
walk with him in ways of duty; which is 
the ſweet harmony God expected from 
them: ſays the Lord, You would have me 
J. to walk with you, and bleſs you, yet ye 
depart from. me, and blaſpheme my Name. 
How can I longer walk with you? Thus 
, | the Lord threatens a people, Lev. 26. 21. 
| Yo © % contrary. to me, I will walk contrary 
E 
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to you, V. 24. I will bring ſeven times more 
Plagues upon vou, according to your ſins. Oh 
| how. perverſely have we walked! How 
J. contrary e Diſobedience to Deliverance, 
4 dinning toSalvation, Curſing toBleſſing! and 
s | may not God juſtly leave us to ruine, and 
., ſuffer our deſtruction, ho deal thus unan- 
HED BEES / 
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228. May we not juſtly fear that our pro- 
” voked God in juſtice will fer the wi. ked o- 
ver us, who have despiſed his righteous and 

bleſſed Government ? Aug uſt. ſays, God 
ſets up wicked oppreſſors, when he fudger a 
people meritine ſuch maſters. When Religion 
is counted an intolerable yoke, under a 
[ Goverment that decrees the obſcrvance of 
it, we may With terrour expect a yoak to 
(ble laid upon our necks that thall be fo hea» 
vy, that we ſhall fee our unſpeakable folly 
in accounting the ſervice of God a ſlavery 
to him: Have we not cauſe to fear that 
dreadful word 2 Deut, 28.278. Becauſe 
thou ſerved not the Lord thy God with ful. 
neſs and gladneſs of heart in the abundance of 
A things : Therefore ſhalt thou ſerve thine e- 
nemies which the Lord ſhall fend againſt thee 
in hunger, and thirſt, end babe, and in 
wane af all things; and they ſhall put a yoak 
_ pon they neck, until they have deſtroyed the, 
Qiur wanton ſpirits under ſometimes-a-pro!- 
perous Rule, may be humbled by thee ſeye · 
rities of either forreign Princes prevailing, 
or home enc mies raigning. God puniſhing 
ttße iniqity of a people, is ſaid, Hel. 13. 11. 
Jo give them a King in his wrath, When God 
ſets the wicked over 2 people, 11: a manifeſt 
indication of his anger. God often ſets the 
worſt. of Governours over the worſt of peo 
le. As a holy man pleadipg with God a- 
bout one Phoca, made an ee FF 
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Lord haſt thou made Phocas an Emperour 5 'be 


was anſwerd, Becauſe I could not find a worſe, 
May not our hearts then dread the fatal 


effects of removing our preſent Ring 7 
| (whom God preſerve) Should God in an- 
ger do it, what bloody confuſion may fol- 


low in this nation? And will not our uns 
in the abundance of mercies, make him da- 


ſtroy both us and our King 9, Prov,2*.2, For 
the tranſgreſſion of a Land, many are the Prin» 
ces thereof: that is, the continuance of Kings 


on this account is {hortned, and for the pu- 
niſho ent of their villanies he lives of their 
Kings are abbreviated, andlone is ſet up after 


another; which great mutations are often 
attended with great confulion, and in ame- 
rable calamities. 3 Fas 


cels of this Nation, that G:ce we have lit- 
tle regarded what he bath done fer us, the 


ableſt Adviſers, the moſt politick Counſel- - 
lours, may be diſabled f: om doing thode 


things which may be profitable for us, ? how 
often have the Councellours of a Nation 
deſerte d by God, been unproſperous in their 
enterpriſes and under taking for a people ? 
Notwithſtanding the care our vigilant So- 


veraign hath taken or may take to ſuppreſs 


the growing power of Popery by his Roy- 

al Proclamations ; and although the hearts 
of our Parliment may be filled with fincer - 
eſt intentions; to act for the advantage of 


M21 he 


2. May we not juſtly fe ir; the Lord may 
ſuſpend this divige laffuence from theCoun- 


* 
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the Nation, yet they may fail in the means, 
and be diſappointed of the end, if God 
thould defift from concurring with them. 
What if their Counſels ſhall not have ac- 
-- ceptance e What if their advice may ſeem 
unſate, and others muſt needs be choſen? 
Will not the Enemies of our Nation be work- 
ing all this while? Wil not our Foes be 
cContriving and haſtening our ruine, ere we 
have counſel to prevent it > Would not this 
be a heavy Judgment ? And may vot this 
de feared by us, who have ſeen how hard 
it is to give acceptavle counſel in the diffiz 
cult and dangerous time? . 
Wbat if the Lord ſhould do to us, as to 
the. Counſellors of a people of old, Iſai- 19. 
14. He mingled a ſpirit of perverſneſs in the 
midſt of them: Hence they became as 4 
i, drunken man that ſtaggereth in his vomit. 
They ſtaggered about, were always uns 
fixed ever unſtable, but] reeled this way 
and. that way, not knowing what to 
= do, or where to go. Should this Spirit of 
diviſion be mingled with ours, what ſhall 
wee find but the breach made wider, the di- 
- fireſs made greater? Private animeſities 
would be the deſtruction of publick advan- 
tagen: The Bleſſing that hath been promi. 
ſed to the godly, hath been wanting to 
Councellors in our age, Plal. 1. 3. Vhatſo- 
ever he doth ſhall proſper. But hath not a miſ- 
carrying Womb, and dry Beaſts, been the 
Curſe of the Lord upon us? | 5 


F % 


What if the Lord ſhould ſuffer them to 
miſtake the means of our recovery, or fall 
ſhort in what they do? Sometimes it hath 
been known that Governours have been 200 

| [paring to the wiched.to their own ruine. Phe 
Ring of Iſrael loft his life, for ſparing Ben- 
| hadad that ſhould have died, 1 Kings 20. 
41. Thus ſaith the Lord, becauſe thou haſt let 
20 out of thine hand a man whom I appointed 
to utter deſtr uct ion, therefere thy life ſhall go 
Por his life, and thy people for his prople, It 
ſeems Ahab had too great a kindneſs for. Ben 
hadad. who deſerved to die, being an im- 
placable enemy to them: And are there 
not ſuch enemies to be deſtroy d at this day? 
le alſo held by y auẽʒ places belonging to 
the Jraelites, and therefore deſerved death: 
And are there not thoſe who are ſeeking to 
poſſeſs what belongs unto us, that ought to 
be cut off for their malicious enterprize;? 
| He was alſo one that God did manifeſt his 
diſpleaſure againſt, by deſtroying i 00500. 
Footmen of them, whereby he m'ght un- 
derſtand Gos diſpleaſure agatalt him. Now. - 
for him to ſpare this enemy, to intreat fo 
honourably this publick Adverſary, when _ 
given into his hands, brought him under 
this threatning. Should our enemies be e- 
ven ſpared like him, would we not ſuffer af- 
ter this manner? And will not this be a bad 
exchange, to give our lives for theirs? Will 
thi: be a worthy: deed, to [pare 4 thief from 
the galloms to cut our throats? See 1 Sam. 14. 
. x 31; 8 
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27,23. There is little truſting ſuch enemies, 
whatever pretences they make. Ve muſt 
not truſt a baptized Few, being an inward ene. 
my to a Chriſtian ; nor a houſe-wolf, that will 
till make murder among the ſheep. 
Sometimes in the world hath been kn. 
own, that as men have been too fparing 
to the wicked, ſo 200 cruel to the godly, The 
tod hath been laid on the wrong back, as 
the Poet ſaid, ß „ 
be innocent Dodes are cenſur d, whilſt the 
ravenous Crows are pardoned, I he Chriſtains _ 
in former days have been cle ath'd with 
Bears skins, and ten bᷣaited. Some perſons are 
mifrepreſented, and the more ſeverely re- 
-prehended than thoſe a thouſand times more 
' guilty: We read in Scripture how Abaſuer- 
u, that mighty Prince, was brought to 
dre the ruine of the Jews, by the aſper- 
ſions Haman caſt upon them, as if they 


wire a people not fit to live, and that it was 


not for the Kings profit to fuffer them, and 
by this means this innocent people had utter- 
ly been deſtroyed, had not a wonderful 

Providence prevented. Hence ſometimes it 
bhath been experienced that a poor afflicted 

people have born the puniſhments deſigned 

for and deſerved by others, only from the 
miſpriſions of prejudiced - perfons. Should 


1 it then be ever thus with us, how ſoon 
would our ruine come upon us 2 How would: | 


the Nation diſabled from helping it ſelf? 


[ 1274 = Il 
4. May we not juſtly {ear our enemies 
have now ſet forward, by their doubled 
diligence, that deſigne which was ſet back * 
by the diſcovery of their accurſed Plot? ) 
Our enemies may be like the Devil, riſes. 3 
dy the weapons by which he is caſt 
down: So theſe politick Wretches may im- 
prove the diſcovery of their deſigns, to make 
for the advancing of them, by laying their 
Plots more cunningly. We have often 
heard of repulſed Armies gaining force, 
and at laſt become triumphing Conquerors, 
Our enemies may yet be rallying upon us 
and that with a more invincible fury. Ihe 
Fowler often removes his foares, under. 
ſt anding the bicds perception of it; our e- 
nemies may change or remove their ſnares, 
and yer be as near to flay and undo us as 
before. And when we are moſt ſecure from 
it, we are neareſt to it. The drea ful bat- 


tle was againſt Gibeab when he knew not ſuch 1 
an avil was near him, Judg. 29. 34. Thoſe ! 


Serpents will not dye becauſe their tails are 
cut off. Thoſe grand Policictans can con- 
trive more ways than one. is poſſible 

their fainting hearts have had ſome Cordi- - 

als from Kome to revive them. France can 

help them at a dead lift: and their Ghoſtly 
Father will prevent the ruine of his curſec 

brats, if all he can do can ruine us. May 
we not fear things are brought to be tary 

quo, as they were before, or rather worſe, 

it that be poſſible ? I fear every gap is not 
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yet ſtopt, whereby our enemies may poſſi- 
bly invade us. I think it may be feared 
our enemies are not yet ſo much impaired, 
but that they are able to recover their loſs 
of ſome Arms they had to ſpare, and ſome 
men they will not miſs amongit cheir thou- 
ſands, they not cry in the ſtoutneſs ot 
their hearts and pride of ſpirit, as Ia. 9. 10 
I The bricks are fallen down, we will build witb 
ones; the ſycomores are cut down, we will build 
with Cedars? We have been to) remi(s this 
once, but now we will be more invincible. 
The water caſt upon their fire, may make 
it burn the more fiercely, and vexatious : diſ. 
appointments will make them more dlli- 
- | Re. 3 * JJC 
, 5 May ve not juſtly fear the felief that 
We have, may be no other than a faint 
chearing before a miſerable death 2 Ho] 
'  often.do we ſee then labouring under dead- 
ly diſeaſes, revivea little, and give up the 
Ghoſt? How often dd we know a whit 
calm, before a raging ſtorm 2 A people may 
get a little heart immediately before their 
ruine, 2 Ning, 17. 4. compared with Hef. 1, 
8. When Lo ammi was born, the ten tribes 
that before were diſpirited, and by prefents _ 
did homage to the King of Aria year by 
year, begin to be jolly, and hope to caſt off 
the yoak of bordage, and bring preſents no 
longer; but joyned in confederacy with 
Egypt, which was immediately before their 
rejection. God begins to ſave with a little 
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_ eſcape, but it may be but a lizle lightning 
before death. The Dolphin ſports much be 
fore a ſtorm. Men in jolly and fearleſs con- 
diriori, is a dreadtul prefage of a ruining 
ſtorm. So true it is in the greateſt proſpe- 

rity, we are not allowed the leaft ſinful li- 

betty. God threatning to bring down 
judgements upon Iſrael, ſaysz he will feed him 
as a lamb in a large place, Hoſ. 4 16. To en- 
large a peoples bounds, is in Scripture taken 
to free them from troubles ; ſo God deſigning. 

great diſtreſs, would a while free them from 
troubles. Tis a metaphor taken from Bt 
chers, who about to {lay their Cattle, firſt ö 
put them into lai ge paſtures to fattea them; 
ſo God about to deſtroꝝ a people, often gives 
them a freedome from diſtreſs, and leaves 
them to fill up apace the meaſuers of their 
ſins. and then brings them out to ſlaughter: 
Hence Merc, on the place; He feeds the 1/- 
ralites moſt plentifully with mercies, thnaar 
being fatted up, they may become a prey - 
to their butchering enemies. Oh how faſt 
do we fatten! How ſoon ſhall we be ready 
to be facrifices to our enemies? +} 
6, May we not juſtly fear, that as God 

in his wrath hath dealt with others, he may 
deal with us? When Judgments on others 
are not made uſe of as warnings,they become 
but examples and patterns of our own deſt- 
ruction. Luke 1 3.3 Except y2 repent, ye ſhall DO 
likewiſe periſh, TheSword of Juitice is not fo 

bluuted by waunding others but it can wound 
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in ſin. The? 


the hairy N 


are not yet ſpent, there may be many in 
reſerve to pierce our obſtinate, hardened 
hearts God is the ſame yeſterday, to day and 


for ever; the ſame to love, protect and ſecure 


his obſequious people; the fame to ruine and 
deſtroy rebellious ſinners. Ezek. 20 · 36. Like 
as I have pleaded with your Father, ſo will T 


{oof with you, The puniſhments of fin o. her 


Nations have experienced, may at laſt be 
inflicted on us. The Vengeance of God 
on others, is a ſigne to us. Jer. J. 12.14. Go 


De now to my place which was in Shiloh, and 


fee what I did to it, for the wickedneſs of n 


people Iſrael; and now becauſe ye have done al 


theſe works,faith. the Lord, therefore will I do ſo 


o this bouſe, &c. May not the dealings of. 


% 


God with others, prognoſticate his dealings 


with us? May not the ſore Deio'ations in 


- Germany, the diſtreſſes of Proteſtants, in 
Fance, the ruines of the Churches we read 


of in Fobn's Revelations Cauſe us to fear we 


at lat ſhall expeience the ſame. Miſer ies, 


and drink of the fame cup of Aﬀoniſhment 


that hath been given to them? Pet.2.5.6. 
Tf God ſpared not the old world ſhalt thau eſcape * 


his judgement 2 What have we more to = 
| ſecure us? Why ſhould we not be made 


238 Sodowe by judgements that parallel it in f 


fins o Let us take the caution God gaye to 
Jfrael, Deut. 24.9. Remember what the Lord 
th God did unto Miriam by the way when he 


brought 


- —_—— p 


7 " "4 — * * 
; ( 
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hach been doing to other Nations. The 


Inſcription on Senacheril's Statue may be 


be attended with amazing Terrour. Great 


_- 


' ww - 


great Deliverance. 


ple, appears in a cloud. The darkeſt hour 
is a lirtle befor the dawning of the glorious 


day. The ſoreſt conflicts 1/rael had, was on 
: their entrance into their bleſſed and pro- 
miſed Canaan Mercies of greateſt excellen- 
cies, have proportioned difficulties. Foſephs 
pearled Crown, & Chains of honour, had 

DF anſwerable 


4 


written on all ruined Nations, Beholding me, 
learn to be godly, But eſpecially when dift- 
 refles fall on a people near us, we are greatly 
to regard them. The Proteſtants in Fran- 

ce are already involv'd in unſpeakable trou- 
ble, and as the Poet ſaid, ED 

© "Thott art greatly concerned when thy Neighbours 

' houſe is in flame, The Cup paſſes from 
one to another. 8 3 
7. To conclude, Although we may nave 
an eſcape ſrom final Ruine, and glorious Times 
may ſucceed our unhappy days, may we nat 
juſtly fear, that our Mercies may be ufbered 
in With a great deal of Miſer y, and that a 
black Storm will precede our glorions Sun - 
- ſhine? The ap; roaches of ' Mercies may 


diſtreſſes may juſtly be expected, before our | 


Tue ſhorter the time of enemies raigning | 
is, the greater will be their rage. A Cloud i 

uſhered in the preſence of God to the Ta- * 
- bernacle 3 Chriſts coming to redeem his peo- 
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an ſwerable links of trouble. We have juſt 
cauſe from Gods promiſes to expect ſome 
' glorious days, but certainly a gloomy day 
will be hrſt. The earth will be ſhaken when 
Baby on ſhall fall. Before we can be happy 
the filth of England muſt be waſhed away with 
the ſpirit of judgement and burning, We may 
= -* be dealt with as is ſpoken of the Jews, Zech. 
131. 8, 9 Two parts may be cut off, and the third 
refined. I may confidently aſſert, God will 
bring more glorious days than yet the world 
F- enjoyed ; but as Balaam ſaid, Alas, who ſhall 
* _ live when the Lord does this > Numb. 24. 24. 
Thou orl may be cur off, with millions 
more, and ſeeing this time is at hand, be not 
| ſecure. Theonely way to ſecure any future 
deliverance, is by improving this. The way 
co have future ſalvation, is to make uſe of 
|. _ this you enjoy, to mortifie ſins. For the Re- 
dieemer ſhall come to Zion, and to thoſe that 
turn from iniquity in Jacob, Ila. 59. 20. So 
- then let us no longer abuſe the patience of 
Sea; but ſince be is an indulgent Father, 
let us become obedient Children; that fo 
ve may hope, that he hath delivered, and 
can deliver, will ftill be continuing delive- 


mee tous. i | 
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Glory be to God alone. Amen. 
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